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ommon Kraits (Bungarus caerulens) and Streaked Kukri

Snakes (Oligocon taeniolatus) are widely distributed through-
out the Indian Subcontinent (Uetz et al. 2016). The diet of
Common Kraits includes frogs, lizards, birds, rodents, and snakes
(Whitaker and Captain 2004; Debata 2017; Pandey et al. 2018,
2020). Species of snakes known to be consumed by Common
Kraits include the Banded Racer (Argyrogena fasciolata) (Mohalik
et al. 2019) and Whitaker’s Boa (Eryx whitakeri) (Chowdhury
and Chaudhuri 2017). Herein we describe a Common Krait
feeding on a Streaked Kukri snake in Odisha, India.

At 1529 h on 9 July 2019, we encountered an adult B.
caeruleus (total length ca. 80 cm) in a grassy area near human
habitations and agricultural fields at Kaduadiha, Kendujhar
District, Odisha, India (21.35029°N, 85.76303°E; elev. 356
m asl), holding a Streaked Kukri Snake (65 cm) at midbody.
After a minute, the krait moved a few meters, adjusted its grip
on its prey, and ingested the kukri snake headfirst in the next
four minutes (Fig. 1). Although Common Kraits are thought
to be nocturnal (Whitaker and Captain 2004), this event
occurred at mid-afternoon.
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Fig. 1. An adult Common Krait (Bungarus caerulens) ingesting a Streaked Kukri Snake (Oligodon taeniolatus). Photographs by Sibasish Sahoo.
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