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The Iberian Painted Frog (Discoglossus galganoi) occupies 
grasslands and other open areas of the Iberian Peninsula 

(Martinez-Solano 2014). These frogs usually occur in swampy 
areas with high humidity and close to the water in which they 
breed. During the breeding season, females lay eggs in shallow 
water (Ayres 2016).
 At about 1200 h on 12 June 2013, we encountered a 
male D. galganoi on the shore of an old clay pit in Orbenlle, 
O Porriño, Pontevedra, Spain (29TNG36; ETRS89; elev. 
11 m asl). Five dipteran flies appeared to be biting the head 
and hindlimbs of the frog (Fig. 1). The flies were identified 
as female Least Water-Snipeflies, Atrichops crassipes (Meigen 
1820) (Athericidae). The females of these flies specialize in 
sucking the blood of frogs, which seems necessary for the 
development of eggs (Majer 1988; Rozkošný and Nagatomi 
1997; Stuckenberg 2000; Chandler 2010). In Europe, these 
flies have been reported feeding on Pool Frogs (Pelophylax 
lessonae [formerly Rana esculenta]) (Stuckenberg 2000) and 
in the Iberian Peninsula on Iberian Waterfrogs (Pelophylax 
perezi) and semiaquatic Red-eyed Grass Snakes (Natrix astrep-
tophora) (Antúnez 2017), but we have not found any previous 
records of parasitism by A. crassipes on D. galganoi. The only 
ectoparasites that have been reported feeding on D. galganoi 
were leeches in the genus Batracobdella (García-Paris 1985).
 Dipterans could act as vectors for the transmission of 
pathogens like the amphibian chytrid fungus (Gould et al. 
2019) or blood parasites (Ferguson and Smith 2012; Snyman 
2020) but they also could help identify elusive species of frogs 
(Cutajar and Rowley 2020).
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Fig. 1. An Iberian Painted Frog (Discoglossus galganoi) from Orbenlle, O 
Porriño, Pontevedra, Spain, being bitten on the head and hindlimbs by 
female Least Water-Snipeflies (Atrichops crassipes). Photograph by César 
Ayres.
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