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The recently described Arrow-headed Trinket Snake 
(Coelognathus helena nigriangularis) usually occurs in dry 

and moist tropical deciduous forests and has been recorded 
inside limestone caves and under boulders (Mohapatra et 
al. 2016). The species has been recorded previously from 
Madhya Pradesh (Edake 2011; Kumbhar et al. 2011), 
parts of Odisha (Mohapattra et al. 2016), Andhra Pradesh 
(Kantimahanti et al. 2015), Jharkhand (Lampe and Lindholm 
1902; Srivastava et al. 2013), Maharashtra (Schulz 2013; 
Ashaharraza and Bibekar 2019), West Bengal (Chowdhury 
et al. 2018), Rajasthan (Singh et al. 2020), and Chhattisgarh 

(Mohapatra et al. 2016) (Table 1). However, the snake 
recorded from southern Chhattisgarh was a personal com-
munication (Mohapatra et al. 2016) and lacks photographic 
evidence and a precise location.
 We herein report a record of Coelognathus helena nigri-
angularis from Churcha, Koriya District of Chhattisgarh, 
India (Fig. 1). This individual was rescued from the South 
Eastern Coal Limited (SECL) Regional Hospital in Churcha 
(23°20'14.32"N, 82°31'58.09"E) on 4 August 2020 and was 
released approximately 50 m from the site of rescue. This sec-
ond locality record for this subspecies in Chhattisgarh and the 
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Table 1. Records of the Arrow-headed Trinket Snake (Coelognathus helena nigriangularis) in India.

State Locality Reference

Madhya Pradesh Bandhavgarh National Park (23°42'N, 80°57'E) Mohapatra et al. 2016

 Pachmarhi range, Saptura Tiger Reserve (22°27'N, 78°22'E) Mohapatra et al. 2016

Odisha Gupteswar, Koraput District (18°49'N, 82°10'E) Mohapatra et al. 2016

 Kapilas, Dhenkanal District (20°41'N, 85°46'E) Mohapatra et al. 2016

 Hadagarh Wildlife Sanctuary, Keonjhar District (21°14'N, 86°15'E) Mohapatra et al. 2016

 Humma, Ganjam District (19°26'N, 85°03'E) Mohapatra et al. 2016

 Mahendragiri, Gajapati District (18°58'N, 84°21'E) Mohapatra et al. 2016

 Tumba, Gajapati District (19°01'N, 84°28'E) Mohapatra et al. 2016

 Deomali, Koraput District (18°40'N, 82°58'E) Mohapatra et al. 2016

Andhra Pradesh Sunkarametta, Visakhapatnam District (18°16'N, 82°58'E) Mohapatra et al. 2016

 Simhachalam Range, Visakhapatnam District (17°47'N, 83°13'E) Mohapatra et al. 2016

Jharkhand West Singhbum District (22°28'N, 85°30'E) Mohapatra et al. 2016

Maharashtra Tadoba National Park (20°10'N, 79°24'E) Mahapatra et al. 2016

 Melghat Tiger Reserve (21°22'N, 77°20'E) Ashaharraza and Bibekar 2019

West Bengal Susunia Hills Region, northwestern Bankura District (23° 23'N, 86°59'E) Chowdhury et al. 2018

Rajasthan Ranthambore Tiger Reserve, Sawai Madhopur District (26°00'N, 76°25'E) Singh et al. 2020

Chhattisgarh Kanger Valley National Park, Bastar District (18°45'N, 82°10'E) Mohapatra, pers. comm.

 Churcha, Koriya District (23°20'N, 82°31'E) This study
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first for the Koriya District is 494 km north of the previous 
record in southern Chhattisgarh and 166 km from the nearest 
known locality in Madhya Pradesh (Fig. 2). A photographic 
voucher has been deposited in the Milwaukee Public Museum 
(MPM VZP 1007). The identity of the species was confirmed 
by Pratyush Mohapatra, Zoological Survey of India, CZRC, 
Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh, India.
 Other species of snakes rescued from the site are the 
Spectacled Cobra (Naja naja), Indian Rock Python (Python 
molurus), Common Krait (Bungarus caeruleus), Common 
Wolfsnake (Lycodon aulicus), Checkered Keelback (Fowlea 
piscator), Duméril’s Black-headed Snake (Sibynophis sub-
punctatus), Indian Ratsnake (Ptyas mucosa), Banded Krait 
(Bungarus fasciatus), and Russell’s Viper (Daboia russelii). 
The Common Trinket Snake (Coelgnathus helena helena) also 
occurs in this area.
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Fig. 1. An Arrow-headed Trinket Snake (Coelognathus helena nigriangularis) 
from Churcha, Koriya, Chhattisgarh, India. Photographs by Atul Kumar.

Fig. 2. A map of India depicting previously published locality records (red 
dots) and a second locality record (orange diamond) for the Arrow-headed 
Trinket Snake (Coelognathus helena nigriangularis) in Chhattisgarh.


