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’I‘he Ladakh Cliff Racer (Platyceps ladacensis) ranges from west-
ern India through Pakistan and Afghanistan to eastern Iran
and north to southern Turkmenistan, southern Uzbekistan, and
western Tajikistan (Ananjeva et al. 2006; Uetz et al. 2020) with
an elevational range of 350-3,700 m asl (Whitaker and Captain
2004; Schiitti et al. 2014). These snakes are diurnal or crepuscular
and inhabit extremely dry and rocky areas (Amr and Disi 2011).

Herein we document the first records of Platyceps
ladacensis from Kargil District, Ladakh, India. On 7 May
2020, we found a dead female (SVL 812 mm, TL 259
mm) (Fig. 1) near an agricultural field in Gongma Minji
Village (Kargil) (34°29'01.7"N, 76°05'01.3"E). On 25 May
2020, a second female (SVL 825 mm, TL 275 mm) (Fig.
2), also dead, was near the main road of the same village

Fig. 1. Details of a female Ladakh Cliff Racer (Platyceps ladacensis) from an agricultural field near Gongma Minji Village, Kargil District, Ladakh, India.

Photographs by Amjad Hussain.
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Fig. 2. Details of a female Ladakh Cliff Racer (Platyceps ladacensis) from the highway of Gongma Minji Village, Kargil District, Ladakh, India. Photographs

by Amjad Hussain.

(34°28'42.3"N, 76°05'13.8"E). We recorded morphologi-
cal data and identified the snakes based on descriptions and
keys in Smith (1943), Whitaker and Captain (2004), and
Schiitti et al. (2014). Photographic vouchers were submitted
to the Museum of Science Lab, Kargil Campus, University
of Ladakh, Kargil, Ladakh, India IMG-UOLK-1.01-2).
The identity of the species was confirmed by Dr Pratyush
P. Mohapatra, Zoological Survey of India, Central Zone
Regional Centre, Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh, India.

The closest previously documented records of Plazyceps
ladacensis are at Khalsi in Leh District of Ladakh, 122 km
to the northeast (Murthy and Sharma 1976; Murthy et al.
1979; Sahi 1979), and Doda in Doda District, Jammu and
Kashmir, 430 km to the southwest (Manhas et al. 2018).
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