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he Bahamian Racer (Cubophis vudii vudii) is an active,

diurnal dipsadid that is endemic to The Bahamas
(Schwartz and Henderson 1991; Henderson and Powell
2009; Powell 2014). Although aspects of Bahamian Racer
biology have been recorded (Schwartz and Henderson 1991;
Henderson and Powell 2009; Powell 2014; Johnson and
Hayes 2020), little information on reproduction has been doc-
umented. Gravid females found in April-July and clutch and
egg sizes were recorded by Schwartz and Henderson (1991),
but no records of mating in the wild have been published.

At 0942 h on 29 April 2010, S] observed a mating pair of
Bahamian Racers (Fig. 1) in Wemyss Bight, South Eleuthera
(24°44'42.21"N, 76°12'26.61"W). At 1305 h on 22
February 2021, BW encountered a pair of Bahamian Racers

in copula (Fig. 2) on an overgrown trail of an abandoned agri-
cultural site on Eleuthera (24°54'29.30"N, 76°10'42.24"W).
He called the first author to the location and together they
observed and took photographs of the pair before they moved
into adjacent scrub still in copula.

The second observation in particular appears to be a very
early time for mating in this species. Although speculative,
we suggest that a warming climate could be shifting repro-
ductive activity earlier in the year. Impacts of climate change
are phenomenally complex (Le Galliard et al. 2012), espe-
cially in tropical and subtropical regions with little elevational
relief (Bickford et al. 2010; Manne 2012). Considerably more
research is needed to better understand the effects of climate
change on West Indian reptiles like the Bahamian Racer.

Fig. 2. A pair of Bahamian Racers (Cubophis vudii vudii) in copula on 22 February 2021 on Eleuthera
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