HTTPS://JOURNALS.KU.EDU/REPTILESANDAMPHIBIANS

REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS e« 28(1):65-67 * APR 2021

AEPTILED & AMPHI

AN

he Indian Egg-eating Snake (Elachistodon wester-

manni) occurs in Bangladesh, Nepal, and the Indian
states of Bihar, West Bengal, Uttarakhand, Maharashtra,
Gujarat, Punjab, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Telangana,
and Karnataka (Reinhardt 1863; Blanford 1875; Wall 1913;
Fleming and Fleming 1974; Sharma 2003, 2014; Captain
et al. 2005; Vyas 2013; Visvanathan 2015; Khandal et al.
2016; Bilaskar et al. 2018). The only record from the state of
Karnataka is a single road-killed specimen found in Gonur
Village, Chitradurga District (Bilaskar et al. 2018). The Stout
Sandsnake (Psammophis longifrons) has been recorded from
the Indian states of Gujarat, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh,
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, and Karnataka (Smith 1943; Ingle
2009; Vyas and Patel 2013; Premkumar and Sharma 2017;
Visvanathan et al. 2017; Hussain et al. 2020). Like E. wester-
manni, P. longifrons is represented by only a single published
record in Karnataka; a road-killed specimen from Shikaripur,
Shivamogga District (Premkumar and Sharma 2017).

While conducting field surveys in Tumkur District,
Karnataka, we found one specimen each of Elachistodon wester-
manni, and Psammophis longifrons on the same stretch of road
outside the Chinkara Wildlife Sanctuary near Bukkapatna,
Karnataka, India (13°37'11"N, 76°41'4"E). The landscape of
that region is dominated by natural desert thorn forests and
grasslands with interspersed crop fields, mainly coconut and
areca nut plantations. Our E. westermanni record lies approx-
imately 80 km (aerial distance) south of the Bilaskar et al.
(2018) record, and our P. longifrons record is 165 km (aerial
distance) southeast of the Premkumar and Sharma (2017)
record. These new records represent the southernmost known
localities for both species (Fig. 1).

The Indian Egg-eating Snake (Fig. 2), approximately 70
cm in total length, was found alive on a tar road at 2320 h on
2 August 2019 by SG and Akshay Herale, who moved it off
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the road, photographed, and released it. Because the species
is protected under Schedule 1 of the Wildlife Protection Act
(1972), we did not take measurements or scale counts. The
Stout Sandsnake (Fig. 3) (SVL = 458 mm) was found dead
on the same road by YK and SG at 1440 h on 4 September
2020. Much of the tail had been destroyed so we were
unable to determine total length or subcaudal scale count.
Photographic vouchers were deposited in the Illinois Natural
History Survey (INHS) Digital Image Collection: E. wester-
manni (INHS 2021b) and P. longifrons INHS 2021c¢). The

Fig. 1. Map of the districts in Karnataka, India, showing locations of the
previous state record of the Indian Egg-eating Snake (Elachistodon wester-
manni) at Gonur, Chitradurga District (Bilaskar et al. 2018) (blue dot);
the previous state record of the Stout Sandsnake (Psammophis longifrons)
at Shikaripur, Shivamogga District (Premkumar and Sharma 2017) (black
dot); and both new records from this study at Bukkapatna, Tumkur
District (red dot).
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Fig. 2. An Indian Egg-eating Snake (Elachistodon westermanni) (left) found alive and a Stout Sandsnake (Psammophis longifrons) (right) found dead on a
road in Bukkapatna, Tumkur District, Karnataka, India. Photographs by Sachin Gowda (left) and Yatin Kalki (right).
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