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The family Eublepharidae (eyelid geckos) comprises six 
genera and 44 species (Uetz et al. 2020), 11 of which are 

known to occur in Nepal. This number has recently increased 
with reports of Common Leopard Geckos (Eublepharis mac-
ularius) (Schleich and Kästle 2002; Schleich and Rai 2012; 
Rawat et al. 2019). These nocturnal geckos are native to 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, Iran, and Nepal (Bonke et al. 
2011; Szydłowski et al. 2020). Although largely terrestrial, 
Common Leopard Geckos will climb trees to take refuge 
under loose bark but more commonly seek shelter in holes 
and crevices or under stones and rocks (Khan 2009). Herein 
we report a new locality record from Kapilvastu District in 
Nepal.
	 We encountered a single individual (Fig. 1) at 1428 
h on 2 June 2020 on the northern side of the Tri-Shakti 
Community Forest (93 m asl), Banganga Municipality, 
Kapilvastu District, Nepal (27°42'57.38"N, 83° 8'42.59"E) 

(Fig. 2), during removal of leaf litter for timber extrac-
tion. The lizard was resting 1 m above the ground on a Sal 
log in forest dominated by Sal (Shorea robusta), with Saaj 
(Terminalia elliptica) and Sissau (Dalbergia sissoo) as associ-
ated species (Fig. 3). It was photographed, captured, and 
identified by the presence of tubercles on subdigital lamellae, 
circular dorsal scales, and the presence of dorsal dark and pale 
bands with granular spots (Mirza et al. 2014; Rawat et al. 
2019). A photographic voucher was deposited in the Zoology 
and Wildlife Lab, Institute of Forestry, Tribhuvan University, 
Pokhara, Nepal (017478EM); the identity of the species was 
confirmed from the photograph by Santosh Bhattarai.
	 Rawat et al. (2019) had reported the species from Banke, 
Nawalparasi West, and Surkhet Districts (Fig. 2). All of the 
records are from Inner Terai Valleys, which comprise the 
tropical regions of western and midwestern Nepal. The pres-
ence of the species in four districts suggests that Common 
Leopard Geckos are likely to occur in adjoining areas as well. 
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Fig.1. Common Leopard Gecko (Eublepharis macularius) recorded in 
the Tri-Shakti Community Forest, Banganga Municipality, Kapilvastu 
District, Nepal. Photograph by Roshan Panthi.

Fig. 2. Map of Nepal showing locality records of the Common Leopard 
Gecko (Eublepharis macularius). Previous records are from districts indi-
cated by tan color and the new record in Kipilvastu District is marked 
with a star.
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However, the apparent rarity of sightings indicates the need 
for additional herpetofaunal surveys in Nepal. All of these 
records also are outside protected areas, where logging and 
excavation are confirmed threats. However, collection for the 
pet trade is another threat in light of extensive exploitation of 
populations in neighboring India (Mirza et al. 2014; Rawat 
et al. 2019).
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Fig. 3. Habitat where a Common Leopard Gecko (Eublepharis macu-
larius) was recorded in the Tri-Shakti Community Forest, Banganga 
Municipality, Kapilvastu District, Nepal. Photograph by Roshan Panthi.
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