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Indian Rock Pythons (Python molurus), which can reach a 
maximum length of 8 m (Whitaker and Captain 2008), 

occur in Pakistan, India (Assam, Mimachal Pradesh, Jammu 
and Kashmir, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Kerala, Tamil 
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Punjab), 
Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar, Vietnam, and Sri Lanka (Uetz 
et al. 2020). These snakes occupy habitats ranging from dry 
rocky scrub to dense tropical forests, often but not always 

near water, and may occur in human-altered habitats ranging 
from agricultural land to urban areas (Babar et al. 2019).
 In December 2019, we rescued a male Indian Rock 
Python (Python molurus) from a well near the village 
of Daduka, Sanand, Ahmedabad, India (22°55'30"N, 
72°11'05"E) (Fig. 1). The snake measured 1.62 m SVL (1.90 
m TL), weighed 7.45 kg, and was missing its left eye (Fig. 
2). We found no evidence of injuries and the skin covering 
the left orbit was normally pigmented. To the best of our 
knowledge, this is the first report of presumptive unilateral 
anophthalmia in an Indian Rock Python in nature. After a 
short period of observation, the python was released into suit-
able nearby habitat.
 Anophthalmia, which can be either unilateral or bilat-
eral, is defined as the congenital total absence of ocular tis-
sue resulting from failure of the primary vesicle to develop or 
from a complete regression of the optic vesicle (Millichamp 
et al. 1983). The etiology of anophthalmia is unknown but is 
thought to be either genetic or environmental (Da Silva et al. 
2015).
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Fig. 1. An Indian Rock Python (Python molurus) rescued from a well near the 
village of Daduka, Sanand, Ahmedabad, India. Photograph by Jaydeep Maheta.

Fig. 2. Anophthalmia  in the rescued Indian Rock Python (Python mol-
urus). Photograph by Jaydeep Maheta.
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