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The Greater Black Krait (Bungarus niger), one of five spe-
cies of kraits that occur in Bhutan, is a slender, terrestrial, 

shy and inoffensive, venomous snake that is primarily noctur-
nal but can be encountered occasionally during the day. This 
species occurs in northeastern India, Nepal, Bangladesh, and 
Bhutan (Uetz et al. 2020).
 At about 1625 h on 23 August 2020, Damanti Kumari 
Sunwar, an Agriculture Extension Officer of Langthel 
County, Trongsa District, Bhutan, observed and video-
taped a pair of black snakes on a roadside in Langthel Village 
(27.34477°N; 90.58163°E, 1,088 m asl; Fig. 1). The video 
clip was passed on to Kado Rinchen, the local forest ranger, 
who referred it to the first author, who confirmed the species 
to be Bungarus niger. The snakes were intertwined and both 
were attempting to assume a superior position (Fig. 2). Male 
combat behavior has been described in multiple species of 
snakes (e.g., Fleay 1937; Lowe 1948; Gillingham et al. 1983; 
Senter et al. 2014; Pradhan 2020; and references therein) but, 
to the best of our knowledge, not in Greater Black Kraits.

 Although the sex of the kraits was not determined, we 
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Fig. 1. Langthel Village, Bhutan, where two Greater Black Kraits (Bungarus 
niger) were engaged in presumed male-male combat behavior. Photograph 
by Kado Rinchen.

Fig. 2. Intertwined Greater Black Kraits (Bungarus niger) attempting to assume a superior position in Langthel Village, Bhutan. From a videotape by 
Damanti Kumari Sunwar.
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believe that these snakes were engaged in male-male combat 
because the behavior of trying to gain an advantage by elevat-
ing their heads above that of the other individual was essen-
tially like that described during male combat by Fleay (1937) 
and others.
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