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he Bamboo Pitviper ( 7rimeresurus gramineus) is an arbo-
A real species usually associated with thick vegetation; how-
ever, individuals occasionally descend to the ground during
monsoons to exploit abundant prey like frogs or, in the case
of males, to follow the pheromonal trails of females (Sawant
and Jadhav 2013).

Tail movements can serve multiple purposes. Some
snakes wave their tails to lure prey (Hagman et al. 2008;
Sazima 1991) and many snakes wave or vibrate their tails in
response to a perceived threat, usually a predator (e.g., Greene
1973; Aradjo and Martins 2006). In India, Deshmukh et al.
(2020) observed tail-vibrating behavior in an Indian Egg-eater
(Boiga westermanni), Common Catsnake (Boiga trigonata),
Banded Kukri (Oligodon arnensis), and a Common Wolfsnake
(Lycodon aulicus), and Deshmukh et al. (2021) described tail-
waving behavior in a Green Keelback (Rhabdophis plumbi-
color).

At 0222 h on 1 September 2019, during a night survey at
Matheran, Maharashtra, India (18.997342°N, 73.271875°E),
we observed an adult Bamboo Pitviper on the ground. In
response to the approach of a stray dog, the snake assumed an
S-shape, elevated its head, and vibrated its tail vigorously for
5 min. When this failed to dissuade the dog, the snake struck
at him twice, which elicited the desired response. However,
even after the dog moved away, the snake continued vibrating
its tail for 10 min before slowly moving into a nearby bush.
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Fig. 1. A Bamboo Pitviper (Trimeresurus gramineus) vibrating its tail in
response to an approaching dog. From a video by Prathamesh Amberkar.
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