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he Mugger, Crocodylus palustris (Lesson 1831), is widely

distributed in India, Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh, Sri
Lanka, and Iran (Choudhury and de Silva 2013). The species
inhabits lakes, pools, rivers, and artificial bodies of water (da
Silva and Lenin 2010; Choudhury and de Silva 2013). It is
listed as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List largely because
infrastructural development is negatively affecting popula-
tions throughout its range (Choudhury and de Silva 2013).
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Fig. 1. The separated remains of a Mugger (Crocodylus palustris) on the railway track near the Raghunathpura Dam, Rajasthan, India. Photographs by

Linear infrastructure such as roads and railways are known
to have both direct and indirect effects on wildlife populations
(Jackson 2000), and direct mortality by rail on large animals
has been documented (e.g., Dodd et al. 1989; Mobaraki and
Abtin 2007; Wilson 2011; Roy and Sukumar 2017). In India,
38 incidents involving crocodile mortality on roads (24 cases)
and railways (14 cases) were reported between 2005 and 2018
in Gujarat (Vyas 2014; Vyas and Vasava 2019).
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On 26 March 2017, we encountered a dead Mugger
(Fig. 1) on the railway track passing through the proposed
Jawai Leopard Community Conservation Reserve, Rajasthan,
in northwestern India (25.04748°N, 73.13236°E). We found
the carcass in two pieces. The anterior portion of the body
with the head was 3 m from the rest of the body. The total
length of the dead animal was approximately 2 m. The inci-
dent occurred almost 220 m from the nearest water at the
Raghunathpura Dam (Fig. 2), where Muggers have been
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Fig. 2. Map showing the site where a Mugger (Crocodylus palustris) was
found dead on a railway track (marked by a red dot). The green arrow
indicates the probable movement of the Mugger from nearest freshwater
location (approx. 220 m).
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reported previously. This is the first record of freshwater
crocodile mortality by train in Rajasthan.

Photographs of the dead individual have been deposited
in the Lee Kong Chian Natural History Museum, National
University of Singapore [ZRC(IMG) 2.331a; ZRC(IMG)
2.331b; ZRC(IMG) 2.331c].
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