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A_: 1743 h on 29 March 2021, I became aware of a pho-
ograph of several snakes (Fig. 1) taken by James Lollo,
a visitor to The Bahamas from the United States. In a
Facebook post, he noted that he “stumbled across ... snakes
(mating?)” in the area of Ten Bay Beach in central Eleuthera
(25°07'15.25"N, 76°09'3.27"W). The image showed at least
five snakes coiled around each other. I confirmed the spe-
cies to be Bahamian Racers, an endemic species in the family
Dipsadidae. Several males appeared to be attempting to mate
with a single female in a “mating ball.”

Many species of snakes engage in complex reproductive
behavior during the breeding season. Some species are known
to engage in behavior during which several males compete
with each other to mate with a female, forming what have
been termed “mating balls” (e.g., Luiselli 1996; Shine et
al. 2003; Friessen et al. 2014; Rivas 2020). However, such
behavior has never been recorded in Bahamian Racers until
now.
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Fig. 1. A “mating ball” of Bahamian Racers (Cubophis vudii) at Ten Bay
Beach on Eleuthera, The Bahamas. Photograph by James Lollo.
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