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Natural history information on the many secretive 
Philippine species of snake is scarce, largely due to 

their cryptic behavior and low-density populations (Brown 
et al. 2021; Meneses 2021; Pitogo 2021). Among these 
highly secretive groups are the false coralsnakes of the genus 
Hemibungarus, which is represented by three species (H. cal-
ligaster, H. gemianulis, and H. mcclungi), all of which are 
endemic to The Philippines (Leviton et al. 2014, 2018). 
These small-bodied, tricolored, and highly venomous species 
occur in the northern and central portions of the archipelago 
(Brown et al. 2018).
	 McClung’s Philippine False Coralsnake (H. mcclungi) 
(Fig. 1) is known to occur on Luzon, Catanduanes, and 
Polillo (Leviton et al. 2018). Like its congeners, it is primar-

ily terrestrial (Brown et al. 2021). Centipedes in the genus 
Scolopendra are represented in The Philippines by six species, 
three of which (S. spinosissima, S. subcrustalis, S. paradoxa) 
are endemic (Doménech 2018). Herein we provide the first 
record of predation on an adult H. mcclungi by a Giant Spiny 
Centipede (Scolopendra spinosissima) (Fig. 1).
	 At 1547 h on 27 June 2021, during a hike down Mount 
Isarog, Camarines Sur Province, the second author witnessed 
a Giant Spiny Centipede (~18 cm) attacking a McClung’s 
Philippine False Coralsnake (~55 cm) about three times 
its body size (Fig. 2) (video available at https://youtu.be/
GPUmsGSlD0k). The snake was identified by its distinctively 
colored banding pattern with white bars transversely inter-
rupting the black ventral bands (Brown et al. 2018; Weinell 
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Fig. 1. A representative McClung’s Philippine False Coralsnake (Hemibungarus mcclungi) from the Municipality of Paete, Barangay Saray, University of 
the Philippines Laguna Land Grant, Laguna Province, The Philippines (left), and a Giant Spiny Centipede (Scolopendra spinosissima) from Barili, Cebu 
Province, Cebu Island, The Philippines (right). Photographs by Paul Henric Gojo-Cruz (left) and Jose Reyes (right).
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et al. 2019) and the centipede by its distinctive reddish-brown 
tergites, bright reddish-orange legs, and the spinous process 
on prefemora of its ultimate legs (Lewis 2010; Doménech et 
al. 2018). When discovered, the centipede was restraining the 
snake, inserting its forcipules, and injecting venom into the 
snake’s head, the latter facilitating the rapid subduing of prey 
(Guizze et al. 2016). All locomotory legs, except the ultimate 
pair, were wrapped around the anterior third of the snake’s 
body, while the snake exhibited previously observed defensive 
behavior (Brown 2006; Siler and Welton 2010) by twisting 
and flipping its body and flashing the brightly colored ven-
tral red bands. Despite the continued thrashing, the snake 
was unable to escape during the observation period, which 
lasted about 20 min. Although unable to witness the entire 
predatory event, the centipede likely killed and ate the snake, 
as in previously documented scolopendrid-snake predation 
events (Mirza and Ahmed 2009; Chiacchio et al. 2017; Ortiz-
Catedral et al. 2021; Vazifdar et al. 2021).
	 Encounters between predators and prey are rarely 
observed in nature, most observations are fortuitous (e.g., 
Brugger 1989). This paper exhibits the value of citizen sci-
ence in providing significant natural history information to 
augment knowledge gaps in Philippine wildlife research; and 
in this case, the trophic ecology of two elusive Philippine 
endemics. Single-event observations supplement site-based 
faunal inventories, which provide important information 
for research, conservation, and education. Thus, we highly 
encourage citizen scientists to partake in and contribute to the 
scientific process. More importantly, we call for more field-
based investigations to generate additional natural history 
data to increase our appreciation and knowledge of Philippine 
wildlife.
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