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atural history information on the many secretive
Philippine species of snake is scarce, largely due to
their cryptic behavior and low-density populations (Brown
et al. 2021; Meneses 2021; Pitogo 2021). Among these
highly secretive groups are the false coralsnakes of the genus
Hemibungarus, which is represented by three species (H. cal-
ligaster, H. gemianulis, and H. mcclungi), all of which are
endemic to The Philippines (Leviton et al. 2014, 2018).
These small-bodied, tricolored, and highly venomous species
occur in the northern and central portions of the archipelago
(Brown et al. 2018).
McClung’s Philippine False Coralsnake (H. mcclungi)
(Fig. 1) is known to occur on Luzon, Catanduanes, and
Polillo (Leviton et al. 2018). Like its congeners, it is primar-
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Fig. 1. A representative McClung’s Philippine False Coralsnake (Hemibungarus meclungi) from the Municipality of Paete, Barangay Saray, University of

ily terrestrial (Brown et al. 2021). Centipedes in the genus
Scolopendra are represented in The Philippines by six species,
three of which (S. spinosissima, S. subcrustalis, S. paradoxa)
are endemic (Doménech 2018). Herein we provide the first
record of predation on an adult A. meclungi by a Giant Spiny
Centipede (Scolopendra spinosissima) (Fig. 1).

At 1547 h on 27 June 2021, during a hike down Mount
Isarog, Camarines Sur Province, the second author witnessed
a Giant Spiny Centipede (-18 c¢m) attacking a McClung’s
Philippine False Coralsnake (-55 c¢m) about three times
its body size (Fig. 2) (video available at https://youtu.be/
GPUmsGSIDOk). The snake was identified by its distinctively
colored banding pattern with white bars transversely inter-
rupting the black ventral bands (Brown et al. 2018; Weinell

the Philippines Laguna Land Grant, Laguna Province, The Philippines (left), and a Giant Spiny Centipede (Scolopendra spinosissima) from Barili, Cebu
Province, Cebu Island, The Philippines (right). Photographs by Paul Henric Gojo-Cruz (left) and Jose Reyes (right).
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Fig. 2. Predation on a McClung’s Philippine False Coralsnake (Hemibungarus mcclungi) by a Giant Spiny Centipede (Scolopendra spin
Isarog, Camarines Sur Province, The Philippines. From a video by Nifo Isagani.
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