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Death feigning (also known as thanatosis, catalepsy, or 
tonic immobility) is a form of defensive behavior in 

which an animal pretends to be dead when threatened or 
attacked by a predator (Greene 1988; Vogel and Han-Yuen 
2010). This behavior has rarely been recorded in Asian 
snakes (Mirza et al. 2011) but a few reports document than-
atosis in Indian snakes: Checkered Keelback, Fowlea piscator 
(Vogel and Han-Yuen 2010), Copper-headed Trinket Snake, 
Coelognathus radiatus (Vogel and Han-Yuen 2010; Giri et al. 
2020; Nadolski et al. 2020), Common Wolfsnake, Lycodon 
aulicus (Vogel and Han-Yuen 2010; Mirza et al. 2011), Large-
eyed False Cobra, Pseudoxenodon macrops (Bhosale and Thite 
2013), Burmese Python, Python bivittatus (Bhattarai et al. 
2017), Yellow-collared Wolfsnake, Lycodon flavicollis (Muliya 
et al. 2018), and Common Sand Boa Eryx conicus (Deshmukh 
et al. 2020). Herein we report the first record of thanatosis in 
the Banded Racer, Platyceps plinii (Merrem 1820).
	 The Banded Racer is a non-venomous colubrid (Fig. 
1) that inhabits plains, plateaus, mid-elevation hills covered 
with mixed and dry deciduous and scrub forests, semi-arid 
and rocky areas, and also has been recorded in urban and 
cultivated areas where it has been found in houses, village 
environs, open agricultural fields, gardens, parks, and farms 

(Whitaker and Captain 2004; Deepak et al. 2021). It is an 
active hunter that feeds on small mammals, lizards, frogs, and 
birds and usually kills its prey by constriction (Whitaker and 
Captain 2004).
	 On 11 July 2021, a Nature Club Surat team member res-
cued a subadult Platyceps plinii from Althan, Surat, Gujarat, 
India (21°07ʹ45.31ʺN, 72°46ʹ23.96ʺE). During the rescue 
operation, the snake first attempted to flee but, when han-
dled, began striking at the rescuer. When fleeing and strik-
ing failed, the snake feigned death (Fig. 2). Released onto the 
ground, it stopped moving, inverted its body and exposed 
its venter, and gaped. The snake appeared to be fully relaxed 
except in the nuchal region. It remained in this position for 
4–6 min. After being left undisturbed, it slowly turned its 
body upright and again attempted to flee. The snake again 
exhibited death-feigning behavior when it was released into 
nearby natural habitat.
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Fig. 1. A Banded Racer (Platyceps plinni) from Surat, Gujarat, India. 
Photograph by Krunal Trivedi.

Fig. 2. Death-feigning by a Banded Racer (Platyceps plinii) from Surat, 
Gujarat, India. Photograph by Krunal Trivedi.
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