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he heron family Ardeidae is represented in Costa Rica by

20 species, three of which are tiger herons in the genus
Tigrisoma (Alvarado Quesada 2021). The Fasciated Tiger
Heron (7. fasciatum), the smallest of the three (58-64 cm in
length) (Ridgely and Gwynne 1989), ranges from Honduras
south into South America at elevations from sea level to 2,400
m asl (BirdLife International 2017). It is encountered most
frequently along rocky, quickly moving streams in the foot-
hills (Henderson 2010), where it hunts fish and invertebrates
(Heckman 1998; Hilty 2003).

The Milky Treefrog (77rachycephalus “vermiculatus’) has
a convoluted taxonomic history (see Frost 2021). The species
is distributed from tropical Mexico south into northern South
America (Frost 2021). It is a large treefrog (standard length in
males to 101 mm, females to 114 mm) capable of producing
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Fig. 1. An adult Fasciated Tiger Heron (7igrisoma fasciatum) at the San
Pedrillo River in Corcovado National Park, Puntarenas, Costa Rica.
Photograph by Raby Nuiiez Escalante.

Fig. 2. A juvenile Fasciated Tiger Heron (77grisoma fasciatum) capturing a Milky Treefrog (77achycephalus “vermiculatus”) (left), beating it against a rock
(center), and ingesting its prey (right) at the San Pedrillo River in Corcovado National Park, Puntarenas, Costa Rica. Notice the white secretions on the

heron’s beak. Photographs by Raby Nuiiez Escalante.
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copious amounts of noxious or even toxic skin secretions that
appear to deter predators and might also serve to reduce the
skin’s permeability and limit dehydration during dry periods
(Savage 2002).

At 1445 h on 12 July 2021, IPA observed an adult
Fasciated Tiger Heron on a rock next to the San Pedrillo
River, Corcovado National Park, Puntarenas, Costa Rica
(Fig. 1), and a juvenile roughly 150 m downstream with a
large prey item. When we approached more closely, we iden-
tified the prey as a Milky Treefrog. The heron repeatedly
stabbed the frog and beat it against a rock (Fig. 2). The bird’s
beak was covered with sticky white secretions produced by
the frog but did not seem affected in any way. From the time
of the initial observation, the heron took approximately 8 min
to ingest the frog.

To the best of our knowledge, this is the first report of a
Fasciated Tiger Heron feeding on a Milky Treefrog and rep-
resents a new prey record for the heron and a new predator
record for the frog.
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