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BIANS

he precise distribution of the Indian Egg-eating Snake

(Boiga westermanni) is poorly known due to irregu-
lar sightings. Until Smith (1943), the species was thought
to be limited to only a few proximate sites (Purnea, Bihar,
and Jalpaiguri, West Bengal, India) in the general vicinity of
the type locality at Rangpoor (now Rangpur), Bangladesh
(Reinhardt 1863; Blanford 1875; Wall 1913). Since then, a
substantial number of additional localities, many of them far
from the type locality, have been documented (Table 1; Fig.
1). The dramatic increase in the number of records in recent
years led to the species’ listing as being of Least Concern (LC)
on the TUCN Red List of Threatened Species (Srinivasulu et
al. 2013).

Based on opportunistic sightings of roadkills in areas of
dry deciduous and scrub forest dominated by agricultural
land in Madhya Pradesh, I herein add three new distribu-
tional records for B. westermanni (Fig. 1). The first sighting
(Figs. 2B & E) was a subadult male (total length 508 mm)
found on 25 August 2021 on the Maksudangarh-Suthaliya
Road near Maksudangarh, Guna District (24°3'27.08"N,
77°13'43.02"E) (Fig. 3), 5 km from the district border with

Fig. 1. Map showing previously documented localities of the Indian Egg-
eating Snake (Boiga westermanni) marked with blue symbols and new
records indicated by green symbols.

Table 1. Locality records of the Indian Egg-eating Snake (Boiga westermanni).

Locality

Source

Rangpur, Bangladesh (type locality)

Reinhardt 1863

Purnea, Bihar, India

Blanford 1875

Jalpaiguri, West Bengal, India Wall 1913

Rapti Dun, Chitwan, Nepal Rosenberg and Gans 1976
Corbett National Park, Uttarakhand, India Lamba 1987

Wardha, Maharashtra, India Captain et al. 2005
Amrawati, Maharashtra, India Nande and Deshmukh 2007
Akola, Maharashtra, India Dandge 2008

Buldhana, Maharashtra, India Narayanan 2012

Nagpur, Maharashtra, India Deshmukh et al. 2015
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Locality
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Source

Gondia, Jalgaon, Nagpur, Pauni, Vidarbha, and Yavatmal, Maharashtra, India

Dandge and Tiple 2016

Amreli, Bhavnagar, Panchmahal , Surendranagar, Sasan, Junagarh, Rajkot, Surat,
and Vadodara, Gujarat, India

Vyas 2006; 2010; 2013; 2016

Hoshiarpur, Punjab, India Sharma 2014

Shivpuri, Madhya Pradesh, India Sharma 2014

Medak District, Telangana, India Visvanathan 2015
Bellampalli City, Telangana, India Dandge and Tiple 2016

Navsari and Bharuch, Gujarat, India

Vyas etal. 2017

Sawai Madhopur, Rajasthan, India

Khandal et al. 2016

Chhindawara, Madhya Pradesh, India

Deshmukh et al. 2020

Bukkapatna, Tumkur District, Karnataka, India

Bilaskar et al. 2018

Gonur, Chitradurga District Karnataka, India

Kalki and Gowda 2021

Maksundangarh, Guna, Madhya Pradesh, India

Present study

Runaha Jod and Bhamora Village, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh, India

Present study

Fig. 2. Road-killed Indian Egg-eating Snakes (Boiga westermanni): Full Body view (A) (Runaha Jod, Bhopal District), ventral view (B) (Maksundangarh,

Guna District), lateral view of head (C) (Runaha Jod, Bhopal District), vertebral scales (D) (Runaha Jod, Bhopal District), dorsal view of head (E)
(Maksundangarh, Guna District), and full body view (F) (Bhamora Village, Bhopal District). Photographs by Amit Manhas.
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Fig. 3. Habitat where road-killed Indian Egg-eating Snakes (Boiga westermanni) were found at Maksudangarh, Guna (left), Runaha Jod, Bhopal (center),
and Bhamora Village, Bhopal (right), in Madhya Pradesh, India. Photographs by Amit Manhas.
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and 386 km to the north of the records of Sharma (2014) Blanford, W.T. 1875. Nf)te on Elachistodon westgr(nﬂnni, Platyceps 56@1’]?1:61‘4{145,
and Ablepharus pusillus and Blepharosteres agilis. Journal of the Asiatic Society

and Deshmukh et al. (2020), respectively. The second sight- of Bengal 44: 207-209.

ing (FlgS 2A,C, & D) was an unsexed juvenile (tOtal length Captain, A., F. Tillack, A. Gumprecht, and P. Dandge. 2005. First record

330 mm) encountered on 28 August 2021 on the Guna- of Elac'/ﬂi.vtodon westermanni Reinhard.t, 186'3 (Serpentes, Colubridae,
. L. Colubrinae) from Maharashtra State, India. Russian Journal of Herpetology 12:

Bhopal Road to Nazirabad near Runaha Jod, Bhopal District 121-123. hteps://doi.org/10.30906/1026-2296-2005-12-2-156-158.

(23043'14.99”, N 77015'4469"E) (Flg 3), about 42.9 km Dandge, P.H. 2008. Food and feeding habits of Elachistodon westermanni
from the first sighting. This record is approximately 225 Reinhardr, 1863. Hamadryad 32: 7577

km to the south and 344 km to the north of the records of Dandge, P.H. and A.D. Tiple. 2016. Notes on natural history, new distribu-
tion records and threats of Indian Egg Eater Snake Elachistodon wes-

Sharma (2014) and Deshmukh et al. (2020), respectively. termanni Reinhardt, 1863 (Serpentes: Colubridae): Implications for
The third Sightil‘lg (Flg 2F) was an unsexed subadult (total conservation. Russian_Journal of Herpetology 23: 55—62. https://doi.org/1026-
1 h 609 ) d 75 ber 2021 h 2296/2016/2301-0055.
engt mm. encounter.e on cptem er. on the Deshmukh, R.V., S.A. Deshmukh, and S.A. Badhekar. 2015. Rescued records of
Guna—Bhopal Road to Beraisa near Bhamora Vlllage, Bhopal snakes from Nagpur District, Maharashtra with data on unrecorded species.
District (23°40'00.28"N, 77°19'22.75"E) (Fig. 3), about 10 Reptile Rap 17: 34-43.
km from second sighting. This record is approximately 235 Deshmukb, RV, SA. Deshmgkh, S.A. Badhekar,'and‘ S.D. Katgube. 2020. The
Indian Egg-cater, Elachistodon westermanni Reinhardt 1863 (Squamata:
km to the south and 354 km to the north of the records of Dasypeltidae): First record from the Satpura Mountain Range of Madhya
Sharma (2014) and Deshmukh et al. (2020), respectively. E’adzs,gf I“‘;i;’ g"oit}é ;0}:‘35 °‘;/éhfcats/?‘8d1;‘*l‘2if7t CZ““;*_‘?‘;‘;?Z’P’"["‘ ¢
. . . mphibians 27: 60-64. https://doi.org/10. randa.v27il. .
Photographlc vouchers have been deOSlth in the Museum Fleming [l; L,Jr.and RL Flemfng Sr 1954 Some snakes from Nepal. Journal of
of Science Lab (Department of Zoology), Govt. College the Bombay Natural History Society 70: 426-437.
Suthaliya, Rajgarh, Madhya Pradesh, India (IMG—GCS- Kalki, Y. and S. Gowda 2021. New locality records for the Indian Egg-eating
_ _ 1. _ : : : Snake (Elachistodon westermanni) and the Stout Sandsnake (Psammophis lon-
21 GOI’ IMG-GCS-21-B.01 2) The ldentlty of the Spe?les gifrons) in Karnataka, India. Reptiles & Amphibians 28: 65-67. https://doi.
was confirmed by Dr. Pratyush P. Mohapatra, Zoological org/10.17161/randa.v28i1.15317.
Survey of India, Central Zone Regional CCIltl'C, ]abalpur, Khandal, D., Y.K. Sahu, and V. Sharma. 2016. New record of Elachistodon wes-
. termanni Reinhardt, 1863 (Serpentes, Colubridae) for Rajasthan State,
Madhya Pradesh, Ind{a. ) . India. Russian Journal of Herperology 23: 249-252. https://doi.org/1026-
Although sporadically encountered, Boiga westermanni 2296/2016/2304- 0249.

appears to have a wider distribution than pI‘CViOLlSly thought Lamba, B.S. 1987. Fauna of Corbett National Park. Conservation Area Series, Issue
(e.g., Sharma 2014). Most of the new locality records were 2. Zoological Survey of India, Kolkata, India.

recorded within the past decade, suggesting that the known Mohan, A.Y., A.C. Visvanathan, .and K. Vasudevan. 2018. Phylogeny and con-
servation status of the Indian egg—eater snake Elachistodon westermanni

range of the species will continue to grow. Once thought to Reinhardt, 1863 (Serpentes, Colubridac). Amphibia—Reptilia: 1-8. hetps://
be extinct (e.g., Murty et al. (1993), now over 100 published doi.org/10.1163/15685381-17000201.

and unpublished locality records exist (e.g., Mohan et al. Murwgnj;}il;; 11)3'512154?}’31’ and B. Durtagupea. 1993. Rare snakes of India. The

2018) D andge and Tlp le (20 1 6) indicated that roadkills were Nande R. and R. Deshmukh. 2007. Snakes of Amravati District including Melghat,
a major threat and, although the species is protected under Maharashtra, with important records of the Indian egg eater, montane trinket

: SPIE : snake and Indian smooth snake. Zoos’ Print Journal 22: 2920-2924. hteps://
Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife Protection Act (1972) dot.org/10.11609/JoTT.ZP] 165329204,

and does not appear to be as rare as once thought’ poplﬂa— Narayanan A. 2012. Records of Indian egg eater snake Elachistodon westermanni
tions need to be monitored or the “rarity” of the SpCCiCS will in the localities of Shegaon, District Buldhana, Maharashtra, India. Reprile

become a reality Rap 14: 9-12.
Reinhardt, J. 1863. Om en ny Slaegt af Slangefamilien Rachidontidae. Oversigt over

det Kongelige Danske Videnskabernes Selskabs Forhandlinger og dets Medlemmers
Acknowledgements Arbeider 1: 198-210, plate 1.

I thank Dr. Pratyush P. Mohapatra (Scientist D, ZSI) and Dr. Rosenberg, H.I. and C. Gans. 1976. Lateral jaw muscles of Elachistodon wester-

. . . . . . manni Reinhardt (Reptilia: Serpentes). Canadian Journal of Zoology 54: 510~
Abhishek Mukherjee for their generous help in identification. 521. htps://doi.org/10.1139/276-057.

Sharma, V. 2014. On the distribution of Elachistodon westermanni Reinhardt, 1863
Literature Cited (Serpentes, Colubridae). Russian Journal of Herpetology 21: 161-165. hteps://

Bilaskar, M., S. Babu, H.N. Kumara, and H. Parengal. 2018. First record of the doi.org/1026-2296/2014/2103-0161.
Indian Egg-eater, Elachistodon westermanni Reinhardt, 1863, from Karnataka, Smith, M.A. 1943. The Fauna of British India, Ceylon, and Burma, including the

473


https://doi.org/10.17161/randa.v27i1.14454
https://doi.org/10.17161/randa.v28i1.15317
https://doi.org/10.17161/randa.v28i1.15317
http://dx.doi.org/10.11609/JoTT.ZPJ.1653.2920-4

MANHAS

Whole of the Indo-Chinese Sub-region. Reptilia and Amphibia. Vol. 11—
Serpentes, Taylor and Francis, London, UK.

Srinivasulu, C., B. Srinivasulu, R. Vyas, S. Thakur, P. Mohapatra, and V. Giri.
2013. Elachistodon westermanni. The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species
2013: . T7091A3136878. https://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2013-1.
RLTS.T7091A3136878.en.

Visvanathan, A.C. 2015. Natural history notes on Elachistodon westermanni

Reinhardt 1863. Hamadryad 37: 132-136.

Vyas, R. 2006. Story of a snake’s photograph from Gujarat and notes on further
distribution of the Indian egg-eater snake. Herpinstance 3(2): 1-4.

Vyas, R. 2010. Distribution of Elachistodon westermanni in Gujarat. Reptile Rap
10: 7-8.

474

REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS e 28(3): 471-474 « DEC 2021

Vyas, R. 2013. Notes and comments on the distribution of a snake: Indian Egg
Eater (Elachistodon westermanni). Russian Journal of Herperology 20: 39-42.
https://doi.org/10.30906/1026-2296-2013-20-1-39-42.

Vyas, R. 2016. Distribution of the Indian Egg-cater (Elachistodon westermanni
Reinhardt, 1864), with three new records from Gujarat, India, and descrip-
tions of its pholidosis and hemipenis morphology. Sauria 38(1): 15-21.

Vyas, R., H. Patel, and D. Buthatra. 2017. The Indian Egg-Eating Snake,
Elachistodon westermanni (Colubridae): Comments on distribution and new
localities from Gujarat, India. Reptiles & Amphibians 24: 203-206. hteps://
doi.org/10.17161/randa.v24i3.14214.

Wall, F. 1913. A rare snake Elachistodon westermanni from the Jalpaiguri District.
Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 22: 400—401.


https://doi.org/10.17161/randa.v24i3.14214
https://doi.org/10.17161/randa.v24i3.14214

