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During the breeding season, adult male anurans emit 
species-specific advertisement calls to attract conspecific 

females (Duellman and Trueb 1986; Wells 2007). Anurans 
distinguish mates through visual, chemical, or acoustic sig-
nals (e.g., Bowcock et al. 2008; Belanger and Corkum 2009). 
Interspecific amplexus has been recorded from anuran spe-
cies worldwide (e.g., Shahrudin 2016; Bhattarai et al. 2018; 
Groffen et al. 2019; Lalnunhlua et al. 2021), and many 
authors have discussed the factors responsible for its occur-
rence (e.g., Höbel 2005; Wogel et al. 2005; Mollov et al. 
2010; Machado and Bernarde 2011; Vivek et al. 2014; 
Shahrudin 2016).

 The Terai Treefrog (Polypedates teraiensis) is a rhacophorid 
first described by Dubois (1987) as a subspecies of Polypedates 
leucomystax (as Rhacophorus leucomystax teraiensis) from eastern 
Nepal and later elevated to full species by Ao et al. (2003). 
Polypedates teraiensis has been recorded from eastern Nepal, 
India (West Bengal, Meghalaya, Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Sikkim, Tripura, Gujarat, and 
Madhya Pradesh), Bangladesh, Myanmar, and possibly adja-
cent China (Lalremsanga et al. 2015; Purkayastha et al. 2020; 
Frost 2021). The Large Treefrog (Zhangixalus smaragdinus) 
is a rhacophorid described by Blyth (1852) from the Naga 
Hills, Asám (present Nagaland) in India. The species has been 
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Fig. 1. Male Terai Treefrogs (Polypedates teraiensis) in amplexus with female Large Treefrogs (Zhangixalus smaragdinus) on 31 March 2018 (A) and  23 
April 2018 (B) in an abandoned water tank in Tlangnuam, Aizawl, Mizoram, India. Photographs by Lalkhawngaiha Sailo.
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recorded from northeastern India (Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Nagaland, Mizoram, Manipur, Meghalaya, West Bengal), 
Nepal, southeastern Tibet in China, and possibly northern 
Bangladesh (Frost 2021). Herein, we present multiple obser-
vations of interspecific axillary amplexus between male Terai 
Treefrogs and female Large Treefrogs in Tlangnuam, Aizawl, 
Mizoram, India (23°42.177’N, 92°42.026’E; elev. 937 m asl).
 All observations were in an abandoned water tank. The 
first amplecting pair (Fig. 1A) was observed at about 2030 h 
on 31 March 2018, the second (Fig. 1B) at about 1730 h on 
23 April 2018, and the third (Fig. 2) at about 1700 h on 5 
May 2019. The amplecting pairs were undisturbed. Snout-
vent lengths, ambient temperatures, and humidities were 
not recorded. To the best of our knowledge, these are the 
first documented incidents of amplexus between male Terai 
Treefrogs and female Large Treefrogs.
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Fig. 2. A male Terai Treefrog (Polypedates teraiensis) in amplexus with a 
female Large Treefrog (Zhangixalus smaragdinus) on 5 May 2019 in an 
abandoned water tank in Tlangnuam, Aizawl, Mizoram, India. Photograph 
by Lalkhawngaiha Sailo.
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