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Ten non-native species of amphibians and reptiles are
established in Cuba (Borroto-Pdez et al. 2015), and a
potentially invasive anuran species was recently recorded
in western Cuba (Rodriguez-Cabrera et al. 2018). Of these
species, the only ophidian is the Brahminy Blindsnake,
Virgotyphlops braminus (Typhlopidae).

Brahminy Blindsnakes are small (adult SVL = 100-150
mm) obligatory parthenogenetic scolecophidians that are
native to southern Asia but which have been widely intro-
duced in tropical and subtropical regions throughout the
world (Wallach 2020). Both Greater and Lesser Antillean
populations have been documented (Powell et al. 2011;
Borroto-Pdez et al. 2015). In Cuba, this species occurs in sev-

Fig. 1. An adult Brahminy Blindsnake (Virgotyphlops braminus) from San
Antonio de los Bafios, Artemisa Province, Cuba: Habitus (top), ventral
aspect of the anterior region (lower left), and the tip of the tail (lower
right). Photographs by Luis F. de Armas.
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Fig. 2. Precise location in San Antonio de los Bafios, Artemisa Province,
Cuba, where two adult Brahminy Blindsnakes (Virgotyphlops braminus)
were collected. Photograph by Luis F. de Armas.

eral localities in La Habana (Dfaz and Cddiz 2014; Borroto-
Pdez et al. 2015), Guantanamo, and Villa Clara Provinces
(Wallach, in press).

On 14 September 2021, the senior author collected
two adult Brahminy Blindsnakes (SVLs = 132 mm and 126
mm) (Fig. 1) in the garden of an urban home at 70th Street
#2503, San Antonio de los Bafios, Artemisa Province, Cuba
(22°53'36.49"N, 82°30'35.21"W; elev. 74 m asl), while
planting a palm tree (Fig. 2). This is the first record of this
species in Artemisa Province and also the westernmost Cuban
locality for the species (Fig. 3).

Specimens have been deposited in the herpetological
collection of the Institute of Ecology and Systematics, La
Habana, Cuba (CZACC 4.13497-8). The identity of the
species was confirmed from photographs by Van Wallach.

Diaz and Cédiz (2014) suggested that these blindsnakes
arrived accidentally in Cuba with imported shipments of
ornamental plants, and the founders of the newly discov-
ered population almost certainly were transported from La
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Fig. 3. Distribution of the Brahminy Blindsnake (Virgotyphlops braminus) in Cuba, including data in Wallach (in press).

Habana to San Antonio de los Bafios, most likely in contain- 141. https://doi.org/10.17161/randa.v21i4.14016.
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