
	 IRCF	ReptIles	&	AmphIbIAns		•		Vol	17,	no	2		•		JUn	2010	 121InVAsIVe	speCIes

Clout	(eds.),	Turning the Tide: The Eradication of Invasive Species.	IUCn	
ssC	 Invasive	species	 specialist	Group,	 IUCn,	Gland,	switzerland	 and	
Cambridge,	United	Kingdom.

myers,	n.,	R.A.	mittermeier,	C.G.	mittermeier,	G.A.	de	Fonseca,	and	J.	Ke.	2000.	
biodiversity	hotspots	for	conservation	priorities.	Nature	403:853–858.

Reynolds,	R.G.	and	G.p.	Gerber.	In	prep.	ecology	and	conservation	of	the	endemic	
turks	Island	boa	(serpentes:	boidae)	on	a	small	satellite	island. 

Reynolds,	R.G.	and	n.	Koneczny.	In	review.	molecular	divergence	in	two	species	
of	bahamian	dwarf	geckoes.	Herpetologica.

Reynolds,	R.G.	and	m.l.	niemiller.	2009.	Hemidactylus mabouia.	(Wood	slave).	
Distribution.	Herpetological Review	40:452.

schwartz,	A.	1968.	the	geckoes	(Sphaerodactylus)	of	the	southern	bahama	islands.	
Annals of the Carnegie Museum	39:227–271.

schwartz,	A.	and	R.W.	henderson.	1991.	Amphibians and Reptiles of the West 
Indies: Descriptions, Distributions, and Natural History.	University	of	Florida	
press,	Gainesville.

seidel,	m.e.	1988.	Revision	of	 the	West	 Indian	emydid	 turtles	 (testudines).	
American Museum Novitates	(2918):1–41.

seidel,	m.e.	1996.	Current	status	of	biogeography	of	the	West	Indian	turtles	in	
the	genus	Trachemys	 (emydidae),	pp.	169–174.	In:	R.	powell	and	R.W.	
henderson	(eds.),	Contributions to West Indian Herpetology: A Tribute to 
Albert Schwartz.	society	for	the	study	of	Amphibians	and	Reptiles,	Ithaca,	
new	York.

smith,	m.l.,	s.b.	hedges,	W.	buck,	A.	hemphill,	s.	Incháustegui,	m.A.	Ivie,	
D.	martina,	m.	maunder,	and	J.F.	ortega.	2005.	Caribbean	Islands,	pp.	
112–118.	 In:	R.A.	mittermeier,	p.R.	Gill,	m.	hoffman,	 J.	pilgrim,	t.	
brooks,	C.G.	mittermeier,	J.	lamoreaux,	and	G.A.b.	da	Fonseca	(eds.),	
Hotspots Revisited: Earth’s Biologically Richest and Most Endangered Terrestrial 
Ecoregions.	CemeX,	s.A.	de	C.V.,	mexico	City.

tolson,	p.J.	and	R.W.	henderson.	2006.	An	overview	of	snake	conservation	in	the	
West	Indies.	Applied Herpetology	3:345–356.	

Whittaker,	R.J.	and	J.m.	Fernández-palacios.	2007.	Island Biogeography.	2nd	ed.	
oxford	University	press,	new	York.

cuban brown anoles (Anolis sagrei) 
in st. maarten
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Cuban	brown	Anoles	(Anolis sagrei)	are	native	to	the	bahama	Islands	
(Cay	sal,	Conception,	Crooked,	Acklins,	Grand	bahama,	little	

bahama,	Rum	Cay,	and	san	salvador	island	banks),	Cuba	and	associated	
cays,	Isla	de	la	Juventud,	and	little	Cayman,	including	most	satellites	
and	cays	with	even	rudimentary	vegetation.	the	species	also	has	become	
established	in	Jamaica,	either	naturally	or	through	human	mediation.	more	
recently	introduced	populations	are	known	in	Grand	Cayman,	swan	Island,	
Grenada,	st.	Vincent,	the	Grenadines	(Canouan),	barbados,	the	Atlantic	
Coast	of	méxico	as	far	as	belize,	the	Islas	de	la	bahía	(off	honduras),	
Aruba,	hawaii	(oahu	and	Coconut	Island,	Kauai),	taiwan,	the	southeast-
ern	United	states,	and	California	(orange	County;	henderson	and	powell	
2009	and	references	therein).	At	least	some	introduced	populations	origi-
nated	in	the	southeastern	United	states.
	 Within	 a	30-minute	period	on	2	march	2010,	 I	 observed	 three	
male	and	two	female	Anolis sagrei in	and	around	the	philipsburg	harbor	
in	st.	maarten.	st.	maarten	is	a	major	commercial	center	in	the	eastern	
Caribbean;	a	number	of	exotic	species	have	been	recorded	there,	and	sev-
eral	(e.g.,	Cuban	treefrogs,	Osteopilus septentrionalis;	Green	Iguanas,	Iguana 
iguana)	have	become	established	(powell	et	al.	2005).
	 Although	I	did	not	observe	any	juveniles,	the	abundance	of	observa-
tions	in	such	a	short	period	is	suggestive	of	a	breeding	population.	I	did	
observe	native	Anguilla	bank	Anoles	(Anolis gingivinus)	associated	with	
ornamental	vegetation	in	and	around	the	harbor.	I	saw	no	evidence	of	
competitive	interactions,	but	the	apparently	restricted	range	of	A. sagrei	
is	suggestive	of	a	recent	arrival.	Whether	the	newly	established	population	
remains	largely	restricted	to	severely	altered	habitats,	as	has	been	described	
on	Grenada	(Greene	et	al.	2002,	Germano	et	al.	2003)	and	st.	Vincent	
(henderson	and	powell	2005,	treglia	2006,	treglia	et	al.	2008)	remains	to	
be	determined.	the	origin	of	the	population	on	st.	maarten	is	unknown.
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male	(top)	and	female	Cuban	brown	Anoles	(Anolis sagrei)	from	the	philipsburg	har-
bor	on	st.	maarten.	photographic	vouchers	have	been	deposited	in	the	milwaukee	
public	museum:	mpm	p745	(male)	and	mpm	p746	(female).	the	identity	of	these	
lizards	was	confirmed	from	photographs	by	Robert	W.	henderson.
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Knight	Anoles	(Anolis equestris)	are	native	to	Cuba,	but	have	become	
established	in	southern	Florida	(King	and	Krakauer	1966)	and	hawaii	

(mcKeown	1996).	secondary	introductions	from	Florida,	primarily	with	
landscaping	vegetation,	have	been	documented	for	several	species	(e.g.,	
Cuban	treefrogs,	Osteopilus septentrionalis,	and	Cuban	brown	Anoles,	A. 
sagrei)	on	West	Indian	islands	(henderson	and	powell	2009,	and	references	
therein).
	 on	8	June	2007,	we	found	a	Knight	Anole	on	the	grounds	of	the	
Ritz-Carlton	hotel	on	seven	mile	beach,	Grand	Cayman	Island	(photo-
graphic	voucher,	milwaukee	public	museum	mpm	p748,	photograph	by	
K.D.	Godbeer,	confirmed	by	A.C.	echternacht).	subsequently,	an	addi-
tional	individual	was	collected	in	the	savannah	area.	both	presumably	
arrived	from	Florida	with	decorative	plants.	to	date,	we	have	no	evidence	
that	suggests	the	presence	of	a	breeding	population	in	the	wild.
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A	Knight	Anole	(Anolis equestris)	from	Florida,	the	presumed	origin	of	the	animals	
found	on	Grand	Cayman. St
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