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Nectarivory in Puerto Rican Emerald Anoles

(Anolis evermanni)
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n 11 June and 31 July 2010, I observed three Puerto Rican Emerald

Anoles (Anolis evermanni) licking nectar from the flowers of a Camasey
Almendre (Mecranium latifolium) at the entrance to the Tradewinds National
Recreation Trail, in El Yunque National Forest in Rio Grande, Puerto Rico
(elevation ca. 670 m above sea level). On both occasions, anoles were on the
same plant and were observed about midmorning after a short rainfall.

Although this is the first report of nectarivory in A. evermanni, lap-
ping nectar is not uncommon in West Indian anoles. Anolis allisoni laps
nectar from Manila Palms (Veitchia merillii) in Cuba (Valido 2006). K.B.
Sandved (in Losos and de Queiroz 1997) observed A. grahami of Jamaica
licking a flower, presumably for its nectar. Anolis conspersus engaged in flo-
ral and possibly extrafloral nectarivory of the orchid Schomburgkia thom-
soniana var. thomsoniana (Echternacht and Gerber 2000). Anolis stratulus
of the Puerto Rico Bank is known to sip nectar on the shrub Pedilanthus
tithymaloides (Perry and Lazell 1997), the stipitate glands of Inga versa
(Mimosoideae; Rios-Lépez 2004), and of Anthurium sp., orchids, and
banana (Musa) plants (A.]J. Sdnchez Mufioz in Henderson and Powell
2009). Anolis pulchellus, also from the Puerto Rico Bank, engages in extra-
floral nectarivory on Leucaena leucocephala (Leguminosae; Perry and Lazell
2006). The Lesser Antillean species, A. bimaculatus, A. gingivinus, A. pogus,
and A. sabanus will lap nectar (Powell et al. 2005), as does Guadeloupean
A. marmoratus (Breuil 2002b) and Barbadian A. extremus (Flischendriger
and Wijffels 2009). Anolis aeneus and A. richardii from the Grenada Bank
engage in nectarivory and might be pollinators of Charianthus grenadensis
and Marcgravia umbellata, respectively (Timmermann et al. 2008).

Literature Cited

Breuil, M. 2002. Histoire naturelle des amphibiens et reptiles terrestres de I'Archipel
Guadeloupéen. Guadeloupe, Saint-Martin, Saint-Barthélemy. Patrimoines
Naturels, Paris 54:1-339.

Echternacht, A.C. and G.P. Gerber. 2000. Anolis conspersus (Grand Cayman Blue-
throated Anole). Nectivory. Herpetological Review 31:173.

Flischendriger, A. and L.C.M. Wijffels. 2009. Anolis. 2. vollstindig iiberarbeitete
und erweitere Auflage. Natur und Tier, Miinster, Germany.

Henderson, R.W. and R. Powell. 2009. Natural History of West Indian Reptiles and
Amphibians. University Press of Florida, Gainesville.

Losos, ].B. and K. de Queiroz. 1997. Darwin’s lizards. Natural History 106:34-39.

Perry, G. and ]. Lazell. 1997. Anolis stratulus (Saddled Anole). Nectivory.
Herpetological Review 28:150-151.

Perry, G. and J. Lazell. 2006. Anolis pulchellus (Grass Anole). Nectivory.
Herpetological Review 37:218-219.

Powell, R., R.W. Henderson, and ].S. Parmerlee, Jr. 2005. Reptiles and
Amphibians of the Dutch Caribbean: St. Eustatius, Saba, and St. Maarten.
St. Eustatius National Parks Foundation, Gallows Bay, St. Eustatius,
Netherlands Antilles.

Rios-Lépez, N. 2004. Anolis stratulus (Saddled Anole). Extrafloral herbivory.
Herpetological Review 35:386.

Timmermann, A., B. Dalsgaard, .M. Olesen, L.H. Andersen, and A.M. Martin
Gonzilez. 2008. Anolis aeneus (Grenadian Bush Anole). Anolis richardii
(Grenadian Tree Anole). Nectivory/pollination. Herpetological Review 39:84-85.

Valido, A. 2006. Anolis allisoni (Allison’s Anole/Cameleén Azul). Nectar feeding.
Herpetological Review 37:461.






