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he Common Garden Skink, Lampropholis guichenoti

(Duméril and Bibron 1839), is endemic to Australia and
widely distributed in southeastern South Australia through
Victoria and eastern New South Wales to southeastern
Queensland (Cogger 2018). Adults reach approximately 50
mm SVL and complete tails are about 1.6 times the body
length. This species reaches sexual maturity within one year of
birth, females lay clutches of 1-5 eggs, and communal nest-
ing is common (Shine 1999; Robertson and Coventry 2019).
Herein, we report a case of tail bifurcation.

During a field survey at 1430 h on 8 October 2018,
we encountered a single L. guichenoti with a bifurcated tail
perched on alog (Fig. 1) near the town of Anglesea on the coast
of the southern Australian state of Victoria (38°23'28.0"S,
144°12'54.0"F; elev. 40 m asl). Previous observations of these
lizards with bifurcated tails (N. Clemann, pers. obs.; see also
Barr et al. 2020) suggest that this condition is not unusual as
this species regenerates lost tails.

Tail-bifurcation is a widely recorded malformation in
reptilian lineages that regenerate tails if they have been par-
tially or entirely lost (e.g., Mitchell et al. 2012; Passos et al.

2016; Miles et al. 2020; Barr et al. 2020; Xu et al. 2020). The
primary cause of tail bifurcations in skinks is abnormal regen-
eration after the tail has been damaged (Clause and Capaldi
20006). Interestingly, we noted that the individual described
above was particularly slow-moving and easy to capture com-
pared to conspecifics of similar body size at the same loca-
tion, suggesting that tail bifurcation could negatively affect
locomotion and the ability to escape predators. This observa-
tion is in line with statements in Cromie and Chapple (2012)
and Barr et al. (2020), respectively, that tail loss in this spe-
cies could be costly in terms of both locomotor performance
and energetics and could result in negative ecological conse-
quences on fitness.
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Fig. 1. An adult Common Garden Skink (Lampropholis guichenoti) with a bifurcated tail in
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Anglesea, Victoria, Australia. Photograph by Duminda S.B.
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