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Color patterns in snakes are generally associated with 
defense and escape strategies (Creer 2005). For example, 

the banding coloration of some snakes makes them appear 
uniformly colored when evading predators, but cryptic when 
they are still (Pough 1976).
 At about 1950 h on 2 November 2021, when respond-
ing to a snake rescue call from Baridih, Jamshedpur, 

Jharkhand, India (22.795726°N, 86.239107°E), we 
encountered a Common Wolfsnake (Lycodon aulicus) that 
lacked the typical transverse bands (Fig.1). This pattern, 
the result of transverse blocks transformed into longitudinal 
stripes, is termed blotch pattern transformation (Klauber 
1972). The snake was rescued, photographed, and relocated 
to a safer suitable habitat.
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Fig. 1. Comparison of an unusually patterned Common Wolfsnake (Lycodon. aulicus) (left) and a typically banded individual (right) from Baridih, 
Jamshedpur, Jharkhand, India. Photographs by Sandipt Maharana (left) and Aadit Patel (right).

HTTPS://JOURNALS.KU.EDU/REPTILESANDAMPHIBIANS

Reptiles & Amphibians ISSN 2332-4961
https://doi.org/10.17161/randa.v29i1.16429

IRCF REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS  •  VOL15, NO 4  •  DEC 2008 189TABLE OF CONTENTS

T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S

F E A T U R E  A R T I C L E S

 Chasing Bullsnakes (Pituophis catenifer sayi) in Wisconsin: 
On the Road to Understanding the Ecology and Conservation of the Midwest’s Giant Serpent ...................... Joshua M. Kapfer 190

 The Shared History of Treeboas (Corallus grenadensis) and Humans on Grenada: 
A Hypothetical Excursion ............................................................................................................................Robert W. Henderson 198

R E S E A R C H  A R T I C L E S

 The Texas Horned Lizard in Central and Western Texas .......................  Emily Henry, Jason Brewer, Krista Mougey, and Gad Perry 204
 The Knight Anole (Anolis equestris) in Florida 

 .............................................Brian J. Camposano, Kenneth L. Krysko, Kevin M. Enge, Ellen M. Donlan, and Michael Granatosky 212

C O N S E R V A T I O N  A L E R T

 World’s Mammals in Crisis  .............................................................................................................................................................   220
 More Than Mammals  ......................................................................................................................................................................   223
 The “Dow Jones Index” of Biodiversity  ...........................................................................................................................................   225

H U S B A N D R Y

 Captive Care of the Central Netted Dragon  ....................................................................................................... Shannon Plummer 226

P R O F I L E

 Kraig Adler: A Lifetime Promoting Herpetology  ................................................................................................ Michael L. Treglia 234

C O M M E N T A R Y

 The Turtles Have Been Watching Me  ........................................................................................................................ Eric Gangloff 238

B O O K  R E V I E W

 Threatened Amphibians of the World edited by S.N. Stuart, M. Hoffmann, J.S. Chanson, N.A. Cox, 
R. Berridge, P. Ramani, and B.E. Young  ..............................................................................................................  Robert Powell 243

 CONSERVATION RESEARCH REPORTS:   Summaries of Published Conservation Research Reports  .................................  245
 NATURAL HISTORY RESEARCH REPORTS:   Summaries of Published Reports on Natural History .................................  247
 NEWBRIEFS  ......................................................................................................................................................................................  248
 EDITORIAL INFORMATION  .....................................................................................................................................................  251
 FOCUS ON CONSERVATION:   A Project You Can Support  ...............................................................................................  252

Front Cover. Shannon Plummer.
Totat et velleseque audant mo 
estibus inveliquo velique rerchil 
erspienimus, quos accullabo. Ilibus 
aut dolor apicto invere pe dolum 
fugiatis maionsequat eumque 
moditia erere nonsedis ma sectiatur 
ma derrovitae voluptam, as quos 
accullabo.

Back Cover. Michael Kern
Totat et velleseque audant mo 

estibus inveliquo velique rerchil 
erspienimus, quos accullabo. Ilibus 

aut dolor apicto invere pe dolum 
fugiatis maionsequat eumque 

moditia erere nonsedis ma sectia-
tur ma derrovitae voluptam, as

IR
C

F

REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS
C O N S E R V AT I O N  A N D  N AT U R A L  H I S T O R Y



MAHARANA ET AL.  REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS  •  29: 241–242  •  2022

242

Acknowledgements
We thank Team Wildlife and Biodiversity Conservation and 
Earth Crusaders Organization for their social awareness of wildlife 
at the grassroots level and for help in drafting this manuscript. We 
also thank Chandan Pathak for his dedication to saving snakes 
and other reptiles and Swarna Samal and Barnava Pattnaik for 
suggestions and comments on an earlier draft of this manuscript.

Literature Cited
Creer, D. 2005. Correlations between ontogenetic change in color pattern and anti-

predator behavior in the racer, Coluber constrictor. Ethology 111: 287–300. 
https://doi.org/ 10.1111/j.1439-0310.2004.01062.x.

Klauber, L.M. 1972. Rattlesnakes: Their Habits, Life Histories and Influence on 
Mankind. University of California Press, Oakland, California, USA.

Pough, F.H. 1976. Multiple cryptic effects of cross-banded and ringed patterns of 
snakes. Copeia 1976: 834–836. https://doi.org/10.2307/1443481.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1439-0310.2004.01062.x

