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Life histories and competitive interactions of amphibian 
and reptilian populations can be strongly influenced by 

cannibalism (Polis and Myers 1985; Mitchell 1986; Bonke 
et al. 2011), although this is less common in reptiles than in 
amphibians (Pough et al. 2001). Cannibalism among house 
geckos has been reported previously (Polis and Myers 1985; 
Pombal and Pombal 2010; Dissanayake 2017; Lyakurwa 
2017; Borroto-Páez and Reyes Pérez 2020; Caballero and 
Pérez 2021). The Yellow-bellied House Gecko (Hemidactylus 
flaviviridis) is distributed in coastal and near-coastal areas 
around the Red Sea, Persian Gulf, and Arabian Sea, as well 
as parts of Pakistan, Nepal, India, and Bangladesh (Schleich 
and Kästle 2002; Sindaco and Jeremčenko 2008). In India, 
H. flaviviridis has been recorded in Punjab, Delhi, Bihar, 
Gujarat, Assam, Orissa, Maharashtra, and Bengal (Günther 
1864; Theobald 1876; Das et al. 2011). These insectivorous 

house geckos also are known to prey on small snakes and 
other geckos (Bauer 1990; Parves et al. 2015). Herein we 
document cannibalism in H. flaviviridis.
 At 1220 h on 24 August 2021, we observed a large adult 
H. flavivirirdis feeding on a juvenile of the same species on 
an old house near Godoli Lake, Satara, Maharashtra, India 
(17.67944°N, 74.015277°E; 695 m asl). The gecko initially 
had caught its prey by the tail. Ingestion took approximately 
13 min, with most of that time spent swallowing the head 
and forelimbs while the prey was still struggling to escape. 
After ingestion was complete, the adult gecko hid in a wall 
crevice.

Literature Cited
Bauer, A.M. 1990. Gekkonid lizards as prey of vertebrates and predators of 

vertebrates. Herpetological Review 21: 83–87.

Bonke, R., W. Böhme, K. Opiela, and D. Rödder. 2011. A remarkable case of 
cannibalism in juvenile Leopard Geckos, Eublepharis macularius (Blyth, 1854) 
(Squamata: Eublepharidae). Herpetology Notes 4: 211–212.

Borroto-Páez, R. and D. Reyes Pérez. 2020. Predation by a Cuban Treefrog 
(Osteopilus septentrionalis) and a domestic cat (Feliscatus) on Tropical House 
Geckos (Hemidactylus mabouia) in central Cuba, with a review of predation 
and vertebrate prey of Tropical House Geckos. Reptiles & Amphibians 27: 
120–128. https://doi.org/10.17161/randa.v27i2.14022

Caballero, D.F. and L.M. Pérez. 2021. Cannibalism in juvenile Tropical House 
Geckos, Hemidactylus mabouia (Squamata: Gekkonidae). Reptiles & 
Amphibians 28: 43–43. https://doi.org/10.17161/randa.v28i1.15303

Das, M., J. Purkayastha, A. Bauer, and S. Sengupta. 2011. Hemidactylus flaviviridis 
Rüppell, 1835 (Sauria: Gekkonidae) an invasive gecko in Assam. North-
western Journal of Zoology 7: 98–104.

Dissanayake, D.B. 2017. Hemidactylus parvimaculatus (Sri Lankan Spotted House 
Gecko). Cannibalism. Herpetological Review 48: 647.

Günther, A. 1864. The Reptiles of British India. Taylor & Francis, London, UK.

Lyakurwa, J.V. 2017. Hemidactylus mabouia (Tropical House Gecko). Cannibalism. 
Herpetological Review 48: 646.

Mitchell, J.C. 1986. Cannibalism in reptiles: A worldwide review. SSAR 
Herpetological Circular 15: 1–37.

Parves, N. and A. Shayer. 2015. Hemidactylus flaviviridis (Reptilia: Gekkonidae): 
Predation on Congeneric Hemidactylus frenatus in Dhaka, Bangladesh. 
Herpetological Bulletin 132: 28–29.

Cannibalism in the Yellow-bellied Gecko 
(Hemidactylus flaviviridis) from Satara, 

Maharashtra, India
Aniket Marathe1, Mayur Adagale,2 and Omkar Yadav3

1Janseva Shikshan Mandal’s Shantarambhau Gholap Arts Science and Gotirambhau Pawar Commerce College, Shivle, Thane (MH), India  
(aniketmarathe17@gmail.com)

2Department of Zoology, Amdar Shashikant Shinde Mahavidyalaya, Medha, Satara, Maharashtra, India (madagale006@gmail.com)
3Department of Zoology, Amdar Shashikant Shinde Mahavidyalaya, Medha, Satara, Maharashtra, India (sarpaveda@gmail.com [corresponding author])

HTTPS://JOURNALS.KU.EDU/REPTILESANDAMPHIBIANS

Reptiles & Amphibians ISSN 2332-4961
https://doi.org/10.17161/randa.v29i1.17588

IRCF REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS  •  VOL15, NO 4  •  DEC 2008 189TABLE OF CONTENTS

T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S

F E A T U R E  A R T I C L E S

 Chasing Bullsnakes (Pituophis catenifer sayi) in Wisconsin: 
On the Road to Understanding the Ecology and Conservation of the Midwest’s Giant Serpent ...................... Joshua M. Kapfer 190

 The Shared History of Treeboas (Corallus grenadensis) and Humans on Grenada: 
A Hypothetical Excursion ............................................................................................................................Robert W. Henderson 198

R E S E A R C H  A R T I C L E S

 The Texas Horned Lizard in Central and Western Texas .......................  Emily Henry, Jason Brewer, Krista Mougey, and Gad Perry 204
 The Knight Anole (Anolis equestris) in Florida 

 .............................................Brian J. Camposano, Kenneth L. Krysko, Kevin M. Enge, Ellen M. Donlan, and Michael Granatosky 212

C O N S E R V A T I O N  A L E R T

 World’s Mammals in Crisis  .............................................................................................................................................................   220
 More Than Mammals  ......................................................................................................................................................................   223
 The “Dow Jones Index” of Biodiversity  ...........................................................................................................................................   225

H U S B A N D R Y

 Captive Care of the Central Netted Dragon  ....................................................................................................... Shannon Plummer 226

P R O F I L E

 Kraig Adler: A Lifetime Promoting Herpetology  ................................................................................................ Michael L. Treglia 234

C O M M E N T A R Y

 The Turtles Have Been Watching Me  ........................................................................................................................ Eric Gangloff 238

B O O K  R E V I E W

 Threatened Amphibians of the World edited by S.N. Stuart, M. Hoffmann, J.S. Chanson, N.A. Cox, 
R. Berridge, P. Ramani, and B.E. Young  ..............................................................................................................  Robert Powell 243

 CONSERVATION RESEARCH REPORTS:   Summaries of Published Conservation Research Reports  .................................  245
 NATURAL HISTORY RESEARCH REPORTS:   Summaries of Published Reports on Natural History .................................  247
 NEWBRIEFS  ......................................................................................................................................................................................  248
 EDITORIAL INFORMATION  .....................................................................................................................................................  251
 FOCUS ON CONSERVATION:   A Project You Can Support  ...............................................................................................  252

Front Cover. Shannon Plummer.
Totat et velleseque audant mo 
estibus inveliquo velique rerchil 
erspienimus, quos accullabo. Ilibus 
aut dolor apicto invere pe dolum 
fugiatis maionsequat eumque 
moditia erere nonsedis ma sectiatur 
ma derrovitae voluptam, as quos 
accullabo.

Back Cover. Michael Kern
Totat et velleseque audant mo 

estibus inveliquo velique rerchil 
erspienimus, quos accullabo. Ilibus 

aut dolor apicto invere pe dolum 
fugiatis maionsequat eumque 

moditia erere nonsedis ma sectia-
tur ma derrovitae voluptam, as

IR
C

F

REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS
C O N S E R V AT I O N  A N D  N AT U R A L  H I S T O R Y

Fig. 1. Cannibalism in the Yellow-bellied Gecko (Hemidactylus flaviviridis) 
on an old house near Godoli Lake, Satara, Maharashtra, India, in August 
2021. Photograph by Mayur Adagale.
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