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The Indian Rock Python, Python molurus (Pythonidae), 
is a giant, nocturnal, non-venomous snake that is widely 

distributed in India (Daniel 2002) and is listed as Near 
Threatened on the IUCN Red List (Aengals et al. 2021).

On 2 April 2022 at Thaasa Beat, Jambudi Round, 
Girnar Wildlife Sanctuary (GWS), Junagadh, Gujarat, India 
(21.570381 N, 70.514821 E), the first author (DV) heard 
the screaming calls of birds from a large Banyan tree (Ficus 
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Figure 1. An Indian Rock Python (Python molurus) hanging from a high branch with its prey, and another Mottled Wood Owl (Strix ocellata) looking 
on (A); the Indian Rock Python holding a Mottled Wood Owl by its legs (B); and the Indian Rock Python devouring its prey (C). Photographs by Dipak 
Vadher. 
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benghalensis). After carefully searching the tree, he noticed 
a pair of agitated medium-sized owls screaming and fly-
ing around the same branch. We subsequently observed an 
Indian Rock Python (Python molurus) (total length ~2 m) 
hanging from a high branch with its prey, a Mottled Owl 
(Strix ocellata; Fig. 1A).The python had caught the owl by 
its legs, and the bird struggled while flapping both wings 
(Fig. 1B). After about 30 minutes, the python had ingested 
the entire owl (Fig. 1C ). Throughout the process, another 
owl attacked the python, while continuing to scream. We 
identified the prey as a Mottled Wood Owl based on diag-
nostic characters from Grimmett et al. (2011). This species 
is widely distributed on the Indian Peninsula, including the 
Girnar Wildlife Sanctuary in Gujarat (Doshi 2021). This 
observation adds a new prey record to the diet of the Indian 
Rock Python.

The Indian Rock Python observed may have been forag-
ing in the tree, as it can catch the owl from the tree’s hollow 
that is used for roosting during the daytime. Murphy and 
Henderson (1997) mentioned pythons waiting in hollow 
trees to capture roosting birds, and we believe that this is the 
most likely explanation of what we observed. 

Based on indirect evidence through the analysis of fecal 
samples, 23 vertebrate taxa (79% mammals, 17% birds, 
4% reptiles) have been recorded in the diet of P. molurus at 
Keoladeo National Park, Bharatpur, Rajasthan (Bhupathy 
et al. 2014). Via direct observations, Bhupathy et al. (2014) 
noted five diurnally active species of birds (Comb Duck, 
Sarkidiornis melanotus; Cattle Egret, Egretta garzetta; Grey 
Heron, Ardea cinerea; Greater Coucal, Centropus sinensis; and 

Grey Francolin, Francolinus pondicerianus) among the prey of 
Indian Rock Pythons. 

Most owls are nocturnally active apex predators and 
consequently lack many predators (König and Weick 2008). 
Effective defensive capabilities also make them difficult 
to hunt and kill. However, a few mammalian species (e.g., 
domestic cats, coyotes, bobcats, and foxes) are capable of kill-
ing an adult owl and readily take young owls in unguarded 
nests (König and Weick 2008).
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