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ndia is home to two species of sea kraits, the Blue-lipped
Sea Krait (Laticauda laticaudata) and the Yellow-lipped Sea
Krait (Laticauda colubrina), both of which are found along
the coasts of the Andaman and Nicobar Archipelago (Bhaskar
1996; Whitaker and Captain 2004; Rangasamy et al. 2018;
Tyabji et al. 2018) and in a few instances along the coasts

of Calcutta (Smith 1943). The ecology of these species in
India is known from a few studies in the Andaman Islands
(Baskar 1996; Shetty and Prasad 1996a, 1996b; Shetty and
Sivasundar 1998; Tyabji et al. 2018). Herein we report a con-
gregation of Yellow-lipped Sea Kraits from Rutland Island,
Andaman, India.
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Figure 1. A map indicating the location of the Yellow-lipped Sea Krait (Laticauda colubrina) congregation observed on Rutland Island.
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On 22 September 2022, our research team visited
Rutland Island in the Andaman Archipelago as a part of a
long-term mangrove vegetation monitoring program. At
around 1920 h, while walking back to our base camp at
Rangachang (Badakhadi) village (11.4328 N, 92.6217 E; Fig.
1), we observed a congregation of Yellow-lipped Sea Kraits (L.
colubrina) inside the cavity of a dead tree (Manilkara littoralis)
at a height of about 1.5 m above the ground. The species was
identified by their characteristic bluish-gray body color with
black bands (annuli), pale yellow ventral scales, and yellow
coloration on the sides of the head and supralabials (Smith
1943; Whitaker and Captain 2004). We observed two males
with a female inside the cavity of the tree, before another male
entered the cavity from above (Fig. 2).

Sea kraits exhibit sexual dimorphism in which the females
are larger than males in terms of length, girth, and head size,
but have a relatively smaller tail (Bhaskar 1996; Shetty 2000).
The two males were closely aligned with the female’s body,
flicking their tongues and twitching their bodies. This is
a typical courting behavior in sea kraits when many males
gather around a female and twitch spasmodically (Shetty
2000; Shetty and Shine 2002). Apart from the courting
group, the presence of three males of varying sizes (70—120
cm) on an adjacent log suggests that they might have been
attracted to the female (Bhaskar 1996; Shetty 2000; Shine
2003). During our 15 minutes of observation, we did not
observe actual copulation. The next morning at around 0730
h we found the courting group in the same location as on the
previous evening,

Our observation on Rutland Island adds to the list of
known breeding populations for the Yellow-lipped Sea
Krait in the Andaman and Nicobar Archipelago. Sea kraits
are highly philopatric and considered to be seasonal breed-
ers (Shetty 2000; Shetty and Shine 2002). Bhaskar (1996)

Figure 2. The courting group of Yellow-lipped Sea Kraits (Laticauda colu-
brina) inside the tree cavity (female body visibly larger than the males).
Photography by Karthy Sivapushanam.
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and Tyabji et al. (2018) observed courting groups of Yellow-
lipped Sea Kraits during the months of November and
December in the South Reef and New Wandoor regions of
the Andaman Islands, respectively, while Shetty and Shine
(2002) observed frequent courting in the months of October
and November in Fijian populations and Brischoux and
Bonnet (2009) observed courting of Laticauda saintgironsi
during November and December in New Caledonia. Our
record of a courting group in September shows that breeding
might commence earlier than has been previously recorded in
Andaman populations.
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