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Cliff racers in the genus Platyceps are primarily diurnal, 
especially at higher elevations; however, they can also be 

seen during the evening and under cooler weather conditions 
at higher elevations (Schätti et al. 2014). The Ladakh Cliff 
Racer (P. ladacensis) is distributed from western India through 
eastern Iran, Tajikstan, Uzbekistan, and Turkmenistan to 
Afghanistan and Pakistan (Ananjeva 2006; Uetz et al. 2023). 
This snake inhabits extremely barren and rocky environments 
(Amr and Disi 2011) and its elevational range is 350–3,700 
m asl (Whitaker and Captain 2004).

Herein, we report the first record of P. ladacensis from 
Lahaul and Spiti District, Himachal Pradesh, India (Fig. 1). 
On 9 July 2022, we encountered an individual under a rock 
cut on a dry steep slope between Hurling Village and the 
Sumdo Check-post in the Spiti Valley 60 m above the Spiti 
River (32.060269 N, 78.567322 E) (Fig. 2). Earlier records 
document P. ladacensis in Khalsi, Leh District, Ladakh (Sahi 
1979; Murthy and Sharma 1976), and in the Doda (Manhas 
et al. 2018) and Kargil (Hussain and Tantarpale 2021) 
Districts of Jammu and Kashmir. Photographic vouchers 
were accessioned in the digital archives of the University of 
Kansas Museum of Natural History (KUDA 18983) and the 
identity of the species was confirmed by Bitupan Boruah.
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Figure 1. A Ladakh Cliff Racer (Platyceps ladacensis) in natural habitat in the Spiti Valley, Himachal Pradesh, India (KUDA 18983). Photographs by 
Kalzang Targe.
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Figure 2. Map of Lahaul and Spiti District, Himachal Pradesh, India, 
showing the location (red symbol) where the Ladakh Cliff Racer (Platyceps 
ladacensis) was seen.

https://doi.org/10.17161/randa.v28i1.15311
https://doi.org/10.17161/randa.v28i1.15311
https://doi.org/10.17161/randa.v25i3.14288


TARGE ET AL.  REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS  •  30: e18983  •  2023

2

Murthy, T.S.N. and B.D. Sharma.1976. A contribution to the herpetology of 
Jammu and Kashmir. British Journal of Herpetology 5: 533–538.

Sahi, D.N. 1979. A Contribution to the Herpetology of Jammu and Kashmir. 
Unpublished Ph.D. Thesis, University of Jammu, Jammu, Jammu and 
Kashmir, India.

Schätti, B., F. Tillack, and C. Kucharzewski. 2014. Platyceps rhodorachis (Jan, 1863) 

– a study of the racer Genus Platyceps Blyth, 1860 east of the Tigris (Reptilia: 
Squamata: Colubridae). Vertebrate Zoology 64: 297–405.

Uetz, P., P. Freed, R. Aguilar, F. Reyes, and J. Hošek (eds.). 2023. The Reptile 
Database. <http://www.reptile-database.org/>.

Whitaker, R. and A. Captain. 2004. Snakes of India. The Field Guide. Draco Books, 
Chenai, India.


