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The genus Melanophidium, which is endemic to the forests 
of the Western Ghats in peninsular India, was erected 

by Günther (1864) to accommodate the Uropeltidae with a 
mental groove and palatal teeth. By 1871, three species were 
assigned to the genus: M. wynaudense (Beddome 1864), M. 
bilineatum Beddome 1870, and M. punctatum Beddome 
1871. In 2016, Gower et al. described a new species, M. 
khairei, after reassessing specimens previously identified as M. 
punctatum. The distribution of M. khairei was estimated to 
extend from the northern Western Ghats to southernmost 
Maharashtra, Goa, and northern Karnataka (Gower et al. 
2016).

At 1923 h on 6 July 2018, we encountered a 
Melanophidium sp. at Navanagere, Sirsi, Karnataka (14.5685 
N, 74.9552 E; elev. 611 m asl), in a mixed plantation of areca 
nut, coffee, and black pepper. The snake (Fig. 1) was photo-
graphed and scales counted before release. Based on the pres-
ence of a short, dorsoventrally compressed terminal scute, 

the individual was identified as Khaire’s Black Shieldtail, 
M. khairei (KUDA 13989). We subsequently encountered 
an additional individual on 3 August 2018, at Vaddi Ghat 
(14.61490 N, 74.59852 E) at an aerial distance of approxi-
mately 38 km west, and another on 30 June 2020 (KUDA 
13990), at Bhairumbe (14.70058 N, 74.83128 E) at an aerial 
distance of around 28 km north of the first location.

Our findings extend the range of M. khairei to Sirsi, 
Uttara Kannada, Karnataka. The location in Navanagere is 
the southernmost record for the species, at an aerial distance 
of approximately 90 km south of the previously recorded 
sourthernmost site in Verle, Goa. 
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Figure 1. Khaire’s Black Shieldtail (Melanophidium khairei) from Navangere, Sirsi, Uttar Kannada, Karnataka, India. Detail: Tail showing the short, dor-
soventrally compressed terminal scute. Photographs by Omkar Pai.
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