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The Many-banded Catsnake (Boiga multifasciata) occurs 
in India (Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, West Bengal, 

Himachal Pradesh, Jammu, and Kashmir), Nepal, and 
Bhutan (Smith 1943; Whitaker and Captain 2008; Uetz et 
al. 2023). The species is considered to be of Least Concern 
on the IUCN Red List (Bhattarai et al. 2022). It is primarily 
nocturnal and arboreal, often found on bushes and shrubs in 
forested regions, and is known to feed on a variety of prey, 
including birds, small mammals, and lizards (Whitaker and 
Captain 2008).

Kashmir Rock Agamas (Laudakia tuberculata) range from 
northern Pakistan and eastern Afghanistan through northern 
India and Nepal into China (Tibet). The species also is con-
sidered to be of Least Concern on the IUCN Red List (Das et 
al. 2021). These lizards often bask on rocks, wooden logs, and 
even the thatched roofs of human habitations in the western 
Himalayan region (Baig et al. 2012).

At 0820 h on 15 April 2023, we observed a B. multi-
fasciata preying on a Kashmir Rock Agama (Fig. 1) in the 
village of Darlaghat, Solan District, Himachal Pradesh, India 
(31.1415 N, 76.5610 E; elev. 1,506 m asl). Note that, despite 
the snake being largely nocturnal, we observed this event dur-
ing the day. We did not disturb the snake to prevent it from 
regurgitating its prey. Consequently, we cannot confirm if it 
completely ingested the entire lizard.

Laudakia tuberculata is a robust species, quite capable 
of defending itself against predators. For example, the first 
author recently encountered a subadult Black-headed Royal 
Snake (Spalerosophis atriceps) that had attempted to kill and 
consume a Kashmir Rock Agama. Both individuals were 
dead. The snake had swallowed the anterior portion of the 
lizard, which had torn open the the snake’s neck with its fore-
limbs, resulting in the snake’s death.

Literature Cited
Baig, K., P. Wagner, N. Ananjeva, and W. Böhme. 2012. A morphology-based tax-

onomic revision of Laudakia Gray, 1845 (Squamata: Agamidae). Vertebrate 
Zoology 62: 213–260. https://doi.org/10.3897/vz.62.e31388.

A Many-banded Catsnake, Boiga multifasciata 
(Blyth 1861), Preying on a Kashmir Rock 
Agama, Laudakia tuberculata (Gray 1827),  

in Himachal Pradesh, India
Rakeshwar Kapoor1, Virender Kumar Bhardwaj2, and Chetan S. Kashyap3

1Department of Zoology and Environmental Sciences, Punjabi University, Patiala-147002, Punjab, India (rakeshwarkapoor123@gmail.com)
2Department of Zoology, Mizoram University, Aizawl-796004, Mizoram, India

3Village & P.O.: Darlaghat, Solan-171102, Himachal Pradesh, India

HTTPS://JOURNALS.KU.EDU/REPTILESANDAMPHIBIANS

Reptiles & Amphibians ISSN 2332-4961
https://doi.org/10.17161/randa.v30i1.20106

IRCF REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS  •  VOL15, NO 4  •  DEC 2008 189TABLE OF CONTENTS

T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S

F E A T U R E  A R T I C L E S

 Chasing Bullsnakes (Pituophis catenifer sayi) in Wisconsin: 
On the Road to Understanding the Ecology and Conservation of the Midwest’s Giant Serpent ...................... Joshua M. Kapfer 190

 The Shared History of Treeboas (Corallus grenadensis) and Humans on Grenada: 
A Hypothetical Excursion ............................................................................................................................Robert W. Henderson 198

R E S E A R C H  A R T I C L E S

 The Texas Horned Lizard in Central and Western Texas .......................  Emily Henry, Jason Brewer, Krista Mougey, and Gad Perry 204
 The Knight Anole (Anolis equestris) in Florida 

 .............................................Brian J. Camposano, Kenneth L. Krysko, Kevin M. Enge, Ellen M. Donlan, and Michael Granatosky 212

C O N S E R V A T I O N  A L E R T

 World’s Mammals in Crisis  .............................................................................................................................................................   220
 More Than Mammals  ......................................................................................................................................................................   223
 The “Dow Jones Index” of Biodiversity  ...........................................................................................................................................   225

H U S B A N D R Y

 Captive Care of the Central Netted Dragon  ....................................................................................................... Shannon Plummer 226

P R O F I L E

 Kraig Adler: A Lifetime Promoting Herpetology  ................................................................................................ Michael L. Treglia 234

C O M M E N T A R Y

 The Turtles Have Been Watching Me  ........................................................................................................................ Eric Gangloff 238

B O O K  R E V I E W

 Threatened Amphibians of the World edited by S.N. Stuart, M. Hoffmann, J.S. Chanson, N.A. Cox, 
R. Berridge, P. Ramani, and B.E. Young  ..............................................................................................................  Robert Powell 243

 CONSERVATION RESEARCH REPORTS:   Summaries of Published Conservation Research Reports  .................................  245
 NATURAL HISTORY RESEARCH REPORTS:   Summaries of Published Reports on Natural History .................................  247
 NEWBRIEFS  ......................................................................................................................................................................................  248
 EDITORIAL INFORMATION  .....................................................................................................................................................  251
 FOCUS ON CONSERVATION:   A Project You Can Support  ...............................................................................................  252

Front Cover. Shannon Plummer.
Totat et velleseque audant mo 
estibus inveliquo velique rerchil 
erspienimus, quos accullabo. Ilibus 
aut dolor apicto invere pe dolum 
fugiatis maionsequat eumque 
moditia erere nonsedis ma sectiatur 
ma derrovitae voluptam, as quos 
accullabo.

Back Cover. Michael Kern
Totat et velleseque audant mo 

estibus inveliquo velique rerchil 
erspienimus, quos accullabo. Ilibus 

aut dolor apicto invere pe dolum 
fugiatis maionsequat eumque 

moditia erere nonsedis ma sectia-
tur ma derrovitae voluptam, as

IR
C

F

REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS
C O N S E R V AT I O N  A N D  N AT U R A L  H I S T O R Y

Figure 1. A Many-banded Catsnake (Boiga multifasciata) preying on a 
Kashmir Rock Agama (Laudakia tuberculata). Photograph by Chetan S. 
Kashyap.
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