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Despite the importance of mate recognition, misdirected 
amplexus has been reported in a number of anuran spe-

cies (e.g., Serrano et al. 2022). The Malabar Gliding Frog, 
Rhacophorus malabaricus Jerdon 1870, is endemic to the 
Western Ghats of India (Sayyed 2013). These frogs mate 
via axillary amplexus and females then choose the leaf of a 
tree overhanging water for ovideposition (Kadadevaru and 
Kanamadi 2000). The Indian Treefrog, Polypedates macula-
tus (Gray 1830), which breeds from June through August in 
southern India, lays eggs in terrestrial foam nests, which facili-
tate protection from desiccation, control gaseous exchange, 

reduce solar radiation damage, and prevent microbial degra-
dation and predation (Girish and Saidapur 1999; Brozio et 
al. 2021).

At 2228 h on 17 June 2023, at Dhamshem Village 
(15.480 N, 74.129 E), North Goa, we recorded interspecific 
amplexus of a male R. malabaricus and a female P. maculatus 
that lasted for about 3 hours (Fig. 1). Dhamshem Village is 
characterized by semi-evergreen forest and is located in the 
foothills of the Western Ghats. Foam nests of R. malabaricus 
were seen overhanging two nearby small concrete water tanks, 
typically amplexed pairs of both species were present, but the 
number of P. maculatus exceeded that of R. malabaricus. We 
suggest that the increased competition for mates was a fac-
tor in the male R. malabaricus engaging in amplexus with a 
female P. maculatus.

Acknowledgement
We thank Shubham Rane for his generous help with this 
study. 

Literature Cited
Brozio, S., E.M. O’Shaughnessy, S. Woods, I. Hall-Barrientos, P.E. Martin, M.W. 

Kennedy, D.A. Lamprou, and P.A. Hoskisson. 2021. Frog nest foams exhibit 
pharmaceutical foam-like properties. Royal Society Open Science 8: 210048. 
https://doi.org/10.1098/rsos.210048.

Girish, S. and S.K. Saidapur. 1999. Mating and nesting behaviour, and early devel-
opment in the tree frog Polypedates maculatus. Current Science 76: 91–93.

Kadadevaru, G.G. and R.D. Kanamadi. 2000. Courtship and nesting behaviour of 
the Malabar gliding frog, Rhacophorus malabaricus (Jerdon, 1870). Current 
Science 73: 377–380.

Sayyed, A. 2013. Note on the nesting hehavior and development  stages of the 
Malabar Gliding Frog, Rhacophorus malabaricus (Jerdon, 1870). IndiaWilds 
5(11): 4 pp.

Serrano, F.C., J.C. Dĩaz-Ricaurte, and M. Martins. 2022. Finding love in a hope-
less place: A global database of misdirected amplexus in anurans. Ecology 103: 
e3737. https://doi.org/10.1002/ecy.3737.

Interspecific Amplexus of a Malabar Gliding 
Frog (Rhacophorus malabaricus) and  

an Indian Treefrog (Polypedates maculatus)
Anuraj Anant Gaonkar and Vaishnavi Rajesh Naik

Programme Zoology, School of Biological Sciences and Biotechnology, Goa University (anuraj9657@gmail.com, naikvaishnavi120@gmail.com)

HTTPS://JOURNALS.KU.EDU/REPTILESANDAMPHIBIANS

Reptiles & Amphibians ISSN 2332-4961
https://doi.org/10.17161/randa.v30i1.20994

IRCF REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS  •  VOL15, NO 4  •  DEC 2008 189TABLE OF CONTENTS

T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S

F E A T U R E  A R T I C L E S

 Chasing Bullsnakes (Pituophis catenifer sayi) in Wisconsin: 
On the Road to Understanding the Ecology and Conservation of the Midwest’s Giant Serpent ...................... Joshua M. Kapfer 190

 The Shared History of Treeboas (Corallus grenadensis) and Humans on Grenada: 
A Hypothetical Excursion ............................................................................................................................Robert W. Henderson 198

R E S E A R C H  A R T I C L E S

 The Texas Horned Lizard in Central and Western Texas .......................  Emily Henry, Jason Brewer, Krista Mougey, and Gad Perry 204
 The Knight Anole (Anolis equestris) in Florida 

 .............................................Brian J. Camposano, Kenneth L. Krysko, Kevin M. Enge, Ellen M. Donlan, and Michael Granatosky 212

C O N S E R V A T I O N  A L E R T

 World’s Mammals in Crisis  .............................................................................................................................................................   220
 More Than Mammals  ......................................................................................................................................................................   223
 The “Dow Jones Index” of Biodiversity  ...........................................................................................................................................   225

H U S B A N D R Y

 Captive Care of the Central Netted Dragon  ....................................................................................................... Shannon Plummer 226

P R O F I L E

 Kraig Adler: A Lifetime Promoting Herpetology  ................................................................................................ Michael L. Treglia 234

C O M M E N T A R Y

 The Turtles Have Been Watching Me  ........................................................................................................................ Eric Gangloff 238

B O O K  R E V I E W

 Threatened Amphibians of the World edited by S.N. Stuart, M. Hoffmann, J.S. Chanson, N.A. Cox, 
R. Berridge, P. Ramani, and B.E. Young  ..............................................................................................................  Robert Powell 243

 CONSERVATION RESEARCH REPORTS:   Summaries of Published Conservation Research Reports  .................................  245
 NATURAL HISTORY RESEARCH REPORTS:   Summaries of Published Reports on Natural History .................................  247
 NEWBRIEFS  ......................................................................................................................................................................................  248
 EDITORIAL INFORMATION  .....................................................................................................................................................  251
 FOCUS ON CONSERVATION:   A Project You Can Support  ...............................................................................................  252

Front Cover. Shannon Plummer.
Totat et velleseque audant mo 
estibus inveliquo velique rerchil 
erspienimus, quos accullabo. Ilibus 
aut dolor apicto invere pe dolum 
fugiatis maionsequat eumque 
moditia erere nonsedis ma sectiatur 
ma derrovitae voluptam, as quos 
accullabo.

Back Cover. Michael Kern
Totat et velleseque audant mo 

estibus inveliquo velique rerchil 
erspienimus, quos accullabo. Ilibus 

aut dolor apicto invere pe dolum 
fugiatis maionsequat eumque 

moditia erere nonsedis ma sectia-
tur ma derrovitae voluptam, as

IR
C

F

REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS
C O N S E R V AT I O N  A N D  N AT U R A L  H I S T O R Y

Figure 1. A male Malabar Gliding Frog (Rhacophorus malabaricus) 
in amplexus with a female Indian Treefrog (Polypedates maculata). 
Photograph by Anuraj Gaonkar.
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