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MY he Lesser Foamfrog (L. macrosternum) is a medium-sized

A terrestrial anuran (males 75 mm, females 80 mm SVL
(Murphy et al. 2018; Medeiros Magalhaes et al. 2020). Males
have enlarged forearms and two spines on each thumb when
breeding (Heyer 2014; Murphy et al. 2018). Vocalization can
be a growl, trill, or grunt; the first most frequently used by
males during breeding (Fouquette 1960; Heyer and Giaretta
2009; Medeiros Magalhaes et al. 2020).

Leptodactylus macrosternum is widely distributed across
South America, with a range of >4,000 km? extending from

Figure 1. A Lesser Foam Frog (Leptodactylus macrosternum) (KUDA
14044) found at a new locality at Nariva, along a tributary of the Ortoire
River on the eastern coast of Trinidad. Photograph by Zakariyya Ali.
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Figure 2. OpenStreetMap® of Trinidad showing localities where Lesser
Foam Frogs (Leptodactylus macrosternum) have been documented. The
blue circle marks the previously recorded site and the red oval indicates
the new locality reported herein (map available under the Open Database
License).

southern Argentina and the Brazilian coast of Bahia north
to the Guiana Shield (Barrio-Amords 2004; Murphy et al.
2018; Medeiros Magalhaes et al. 2020). One previously doc-
umented locality on Trinidad, which was misidentified as L.
latrans (Kenny 1977; Murphy 1997; Murphy et al. 2018) on
the island’s southwestern peninsula is thought to be the result
of a recent colonization event. Herein we present a second
record of Leptodactylus macrosternum (Fig. 1) from Nariva,
along a tributary of the Ortoire River on the eastern coast of
Trinidad (10.34759 N, 61.00483 W elev. 5 m asl) (Fig. 2).
At 2100 h on 22 July 2023 on the Cascadoo trace Nariva,
we encountered, photographed, and released at the site of
capture, an adult Leptodactylus macrosternum. Photographic
vouchers were deposited in the University of Kansas Digital
Archive (KUDA 14044), and the identity of the species was
confirmed from photographs by Renoir Auguste. This new
record is ~100 km from the previously recorded site, suggest-
ing that this was the result of an independent colonization
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event, presumably originating in the Orinoco drainages, the
source of other Trinidadian herpetofauna such as Eunectes
murinus and Podocnemis unifilis as well as several species of
freshwater/estuarine fishes (Murphy 1997; Phillips et al.
2013; Mohammed et al. 2014; Murphy et al. 2018).

Literature Cited

Barrio-Amords, C.L. 2004. Amphibians of Venezuela. Systematic list, distribution
and references, an update. Revista de Ecologia Latino Americana 9: 1-48.

Phillip, D.A.T., D.C. Taphorn, E. Holm, J.F. Gilliam, B.A. Lamphere, and H.
Lépez-Ferndndez. 2013. Annotated list and key of freshwater fish of Trinidad
& Tobago. Zootaxa 371: 1-64. https://dx.doi.org/10.11646/z00taxa.3711.1.1.

Fouquette, M.]., Jr. 1960. Call structure in frogs of the family Leptodactylidae. 7he
Texas Journal of Science 12: 201-215.

Heyer, W.R. 2014. Morphological analyses of frogs of the Leptodactylus latrans com-
plex (Amphibia, Leptodactylidae) from selected localities in South America.
Proceedings of the Biological Society of Washington 126: 369—378. https://doi.
0rg/10.2988/0006-324X-126.4.369.

Heyer, W.R. and A.A. Giaretta. 2009. Advertisement calls, notes on natural

REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS ¢ 30:¢21177 * 2023

history, and distribution of Leptodactylus chaquensis (Amphibia: Anura:
Leptodactylidae) in Brasil. Proceedings of the Biological Society of Washington
122:292-305. hteps://doi.org/10.2988/08-42.1.

Kenny, J.S. 1977. The Amphibia of Trinidad-an addendum. Studies on the Fauna
of Curacao and other Caribbean Islands 51: 91-95.

Medeiros Magalhaes, F.M. de, M.L. Lyra, T.R. De Carvalho, D. Baldo, F.
Brusquetti, P. Burella, G.R. Colli, M.C. Gehara, A.A. Giaretta, C.F.B.
Haddad, J.A. Langdone, J.A. Lépez, M.F. Napoli, D.J. Santana, R.O. de S4,
and A.A. Garda. 2020. Taxonomic review of South American Butter Frogs:
Phylogeny, geographic patterns, and species delimitation in the Leprodactylus
latrans species group (Anura: Leptodactylidae). Herpetological Monographs 34:
131-17. https://doi.org/10.1655/0733-1347-31.4.131.

Mohammed, R.S., S.A. Manickchan, S.P. Charles, and J.C. Murphy. 2014. The
herpetofauna of Southeast Trinidad, Trinidad and Tobago. Living World,
Journal of the Trinidad and Tobago Field Naturalists’ Club 2014: 12-20.

Murphy, J.C. 1997. Amphibians and Reptiles of Trinidad and Tobago. Krieger
Publishing Co., Malabar, Florida, USA.

Murphy, J.C., J.R. Downie, J.M. Smith, S.M. Livingstone, R.S. Mohammed,
R.M. Lehtinen, M. Eyre, J.N. Sewlal, N. Noriega, G.S. Casper, T. Anton,
M.G. Rutherford, A.L. Braswell, and M.]. Jowers. 2018. A Field Guide to
the Amphibians & Reptiles of Trinidad & Tobago. Trinidad and Tobago Field
Naturalists’ Club, Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago.



