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The State of Goa is located in western India between the 
Arabian Sea and the Western Ghats and is thought to be 

a biodiversity-rich region (Rahmani et al. 2016). However, 
the composition and distribution of the amphibian fauna of 
Goa is poorly known compared to adjacent regions (Kulkarnil 
et al. 2013). Initial surveys of amphibian diversity in this area 
were published only about 30 years ago (Sekar 1991, 1992; 
Bhat and Desal 1998).

The Indian Balloon Frog, Uperodon globulosus (Günther 
1864), is listed as Least Concern (LC) in the IUCN Red List 
of Threatened Species (Dutta et al. 2004). In India, it has 
been recorded from Assam in the east to Gujarat in the west; 
on the Indian Peninsula it is known to occur in Goa, Orissa, 
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, Karnataka, and pos-
sibly Kerala; however, most of the records are from isolated 
localities (Sekar 1992; Molur and Walker 1998; Daniel 2002; 
Easa 2003; Sarkar and Ray 2004; Daniels 2005; Srinivasulu 
et al. 2006).

Herein I report a road-killed juvenile U. globulosus (SVL 
= 26.7 mm) (Fig. 1) from Benaulim, Goa (15.253700, 
73.930000), that was collected at 2330 h on 28 August 2012 
on a road passing between wet meadows and rice fields shortly 
after a light rain. A photograph of the specimen was deposited 
in the Kansas University Digital Archive (KUDA 14689) and 
the identity of the species was confirmed by Krzysztof Kolenda.

Although Uperodon globulosus is widely distributed in 
India, records are patchy and sporadic. The only published 
record of the Greater Balloon Frog in Goa is from Sanguem 
in southern Goa (Sekar 1992; Sarkar and Ray 2004), about 
23 km from the present record. Bhat and Desai (1998) 
noted that this species is rare, “restricted to a few pockets of 
Northern Goa only…” The nearest known site north of Goa 
is from Pune District, Maharashtra, approximately 800 km 
north of Benaulim (Padhye and Gathe 2002; Padhye et al. 

2002). The species also is known from the Western Ghats 
in Karnataka, more than 100 km from the present record 
(Daniels 1992). This species could have a wide and continu-
ous distribution in much of India; however, it may simply 
have been overlooked due to its secretive, fossorial lifestyle, 
moving on the surface only during the breeding season at the 
beginning of the monsoons (Daniel 2002).

New Record of the Indian Balloon Frog, 
Uperodon globulosus (Günther 1864)  

(Anura: Microhylidae), from the  
Indian State of Goa

Bartosz Borczyk

Department of Evolutionary Biology and Conservation of Vertebrates, University of Wroclaw, Wrocław, Poland (bartosz.borczyk@uwr.edu.pl;  
ORCID: 0000-0001-9630-1809)

HTTPS://JOURNALS.KU.EDU/REPTILESANDAMPHIBIANS

Reptiles & Amphibians ISSN 2332-4961
https://doi.org/10.17161/randa.v32i1.21327

IRCF REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS  •  VOL15, NO 4  •  DEC 2008 189TABLE OF CONTENTS

T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S

F E A T U R E  A R T I C L E S

 Chasing Bullsnakes (Pituophis catenifer sayi) in Wisconsin: 
On the Road to Understanding the Ecology and Conservation of the Midwest’s Giant Serpent ...................... Joshua M. Kapfer 190

 The Shared History of Treeboas (Corallus grenadensis) and Humans on Grenada: 
A Hypothetical Excursion ............................................................................................................................Robert W. Henderson 198

R E S E A R C H  A R T I C L E S

 The Texas Horned Lizard in Central and Western Texas .......................  Emily Henry, Jason Brewer, Krista Mougey, and Gad Perry 204
 The Knight Anole (Anolis equestris) in Florida 

 .............................................Brian J. Camposano, Kenneth L. Krysko, Kevin M. Enge, Ellen M. Donlan, and Michael Granatosky 212

C O N S E R V A T I O N  A L E R T

 World’s Mammals in Crisis  .............................................................................................................................................................   220
 More Than Mammals  ......................................................................................................................................................................   223
 The “Dow Jones Index” of Biodiversity  ...........................................................................................................................................   225

H U S B A N D R Y

 Captive Care of the Central Netted Dragon  ....................................................................................................... Shannon Plummer 226

P R O F I L E

 Kraig Adler: A Lifetime Promoting Herpetology  ................................................................................................ Michael L. Treglia 234

C O M M E N T A R Y

 The Turtles Have Been Watching Me  ........................................................................................................................ Eric Gangloff 238

B O O K  R E V I E W

 Threatened Amphibians of the World edited by S.N. Stuart, M. Hoffmann, J.S. Chanson, N.A. Cox, 
R. Berridge, P. Ramani, and B.E. Young  ..............................................................................................................  Robert Powell 243

 CONSERVATION RESEARCH REPORTS:   Summaries of Published Conservation Research Reports  .................................  245
 NATURAL HISTORY RESEARCH REPORTS:   Summaries of Published Reports on Natural History .................................  247
 NEWBRIEFS  ......................................................................................................................................................................................  248
 EDITORIAL INFORMATION  .....................................................................................................................................................  251
 FOCUS ON CONSERVATION:   A Project You Can Support  ...............................................................................................  252

Front Cover. Shannon Plummer.
Totat et velleseque audant mo 
estibus inveliquo velique rerchil 
erspienimus, quos accullabo. Ilibus 
aut dolor apicto invere pe dolum 
fugiatis maionsequat eumque 
moditia erere nonsedis ma sectiatur 
ma derrovitae voluptam, as quos 
accullabo.

Back Cover. Michael Kern
Totat et velleseque audant mo 

estibus inveliquo velique rerchil 
erspienimus, quos accullabo. Ilibus 

aut dolor apicto invere pe dolum 
fugiatis maionsequat eumque 

moditia erere nonsedis ma sectia-
tur ma derrovitae voluptam, as

IR
C

F

REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS
C O N S E R V AT I O N  A N D  N AT U R A L  H I S T O R Y

Figure 1. An Indian Balloon Frog, Uperodon globulosus (Günther 1864), 
from Benaulim, Goa, India. Photographs by Bartosz Borczyk.
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