HTTPS://JOURNALS.KU.EDU/REPTILESANDAMPHIBIANS

REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS e 32:¢21327 2025

AEPTILED & AMPRIBIANS

he State of Goa is located in western India between the

Arabian Sea and the Western Ghats and is thought to be
a biodiversity-rich region (Rahmani et al. 2016). However,
the composition and distribution of the amphibian fauna of
Goa is poorly known compared to adjacent regions (Kulkarnil
etal. 2013). Initial surveys of amphibian diversity in this area
were published only about 30 years ago (Sekar 1991, 1992;
Bhat and Desal 1998).

The Indian Balloon Frog, Uperodon globulosus (Giinther
1864), is listed as Least Concern (LC) in the IUCN Red List
of Threatened Species (Dutta et al. 2004). In India, it has
been recorded from Assam in the east to Gujarat in the west;
on the Indian Peninsula it is known to occur in Goa, Orissa,
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, Karnataka, and pos-
sibly Kerala; however, most of the records are from isolated
localities (Sekar 1992; Molur and Walker 1998; Daniel 2002;
Easa 2003; Sarkar and Ray 2004; Daniels 2005; Srinivasulu
et al. 2006).

Herein I report a road-killed juvenile U. globulosus (SVL
= 26.7 mm) (Fig. 1) from Benaulim, Goa (15.253700,
73.930000), that was collected at 2330 h on 28 August 2012
on a road passing between wet meadows and rice fields shortly
after a light rain. A photograph of the specimen was deposited
in the Kansas University Digital Archive (KUDA 14689) and
the identity of the species was confirmed by Krzysztof Kolenda.

Although Uperodon globulosus is widely distributed in
India, records are patchy and sporadic. The only published
record of the Greater Balloon Frog in Goa is from Sanguem
in southern Goa (Sekar 1992; Sarkar and Ray 2004), about
23 km from the present record. Bhat and Desai (1998)
noted that this species is rare, “restricted to a few pockets of
Northern Goa only...” The nearest known site north of Goa
is from Pune District, Maharashtra, approximately 800 km
north of Benaulim (Padhye and Gathe 2002; Padhye et al.
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2002). The species also is known from the Western Ghats
in Karnataka, more than 100 km from the present record
(Daniels 1992). This species could have a wide and continu-
ous distribution in much of India; however, it may simply
have been overlooked due to its secretive, fossorial lifestyle,
moving on the surface only during the breeding season at the
beginning of the monsoons (Daniel 2002).

Figure 1. An Indian Balloon Frog, Uperodon globulosus (Giinther 1864),
from Benaulim, Goa, India. Photographs by Bartosz Borczyk.
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