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The Brown-spotted Pitviper (Protobothrops mucrosqua-
matus) (Viperidae: Crotalinae) is widely distributed 

across southeastern Asia (Vogel 2006), including Myanmar 
(Leviton et al. 2003), Laos (Whitaker and Captain 2004; 
Brakels et al. 2021), China (Zhao 2006; Uetz et al. 2023), 
Vietnam (Wallach et al. 2014; Duong and Nguyen 2021), 
Taiwan (Nguyen et al. 2009), Thailand (Vasaruchapong et 
al. 2017), and India (Whitaker and Captain 2004), where it 
has been recorded from only a few localities at elevations of 
500–2,500 m in the northeastern states of Mizoram: Tamdil 
National Wetland (Lalremsanga et al. 2017); Arunachal 

Pradesh: Ziro, Gatte Village, Limeking, Singa Track, Talley 
Valley (Bhatt 2004), Namdapha National Park, Changlang 
District (Bhattacharjee 2014); and Nagaland: Tuensang (Ao 
et al. 2004). Although the species was listed as occurring in 
Assam (Prater 1929; Smith 1943), the state at that time was 
undivided and included the present-day states of Arunachal 
Pradesh, Assam, Mizoram, Meghalaya, and Nagaland, which 
separated from the parent state in the years 1972, 1970, 
and 1930, respectively. Consequently, no confirmed local-
ity records of P. mucrosquamatus exist within the present-
day state of Assam. The observation by Prater (1929: 998) 
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Figure 1. A Brown-spotted Pitviper (Protobothrops mucrosquamatus) from the community forest in Karbi Anlong District, Assam, India (ZRC(IMG)2.606). 
Photograph by Arijit Dutta.
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from Pasighat is in the present day state of Arunachal Pradesh 
and Smith’s (1943: 507) mention of the “Naga Hills, as one 
day’s march from Bessa Lacoon” is in the present day state of 
Nagaland. Herein we provide the first confirmed record of P. 
mucrosquamatus from the Karbi-Anlong District of Assam.

At about 2100 h on 17 August 2022, we encountered 
a P. mucrosquamatus (Fig. 1) on a forest trail adjacent to a 
stream within a bamboo-dominated forest patch in the 
Karbi-Anlong Hills at Kohora, Assam, India (26.558175 N, 
93.367792 E; elev. 278 m asl; Fig. 2). The snake was curled 
in a defensive position on the forest floor for 5–7 minutes, 
after which it retreated into nearby shrubs. The length of the 
snake (45 cm) was estimated using methods of Rivas et al. 
(2008). A photographic voucher was deposited at the Lee 
Kong Chian Natural History Museum, National University 
of Singapore (ZRC(IMG)2.606) and the species was identi-
fied from photographs using keys and descriptions in Cantor 
(1839), Boulenger (1890), and Smith (1943), and was later 
confirmed by Gernot Vogel (pers. comm.). This record from 

the present state of Assam is the fourth state in India in which 
the species has been reported.
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Figure 2. Distribution of the Brown-spotted Pitviper (Protobothrops 
mucrosquamatus) showing the type locality (asterisk), a new distribution 
record from the Kohora River Basin, Karbi Anglong District, Assam, India 
(red dot) and previous records from Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, and 
Mizoram (green dots). Note that coordinates for Gatte Village and Ziro in 
Arunachal Pradesh are tentative (Bhatt 2004).
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