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Lizards are prey of a wide range of predators (Wilson 
2012), including other lizards (Lloyd et al. 2009; Badiane 

2017). To reduce the likelihood of predation, lizards exhibit a 
varied array of defensive strategies (Žagar et al. 2015; Iglesias-
Carrasco et al. 2016). One branch of strategies employs 
immobility, which apparently reduces the likelihood of detec-
tion by a potential predator. Examples include camouflage 
(Souza et al. 2020) and simply maintaining a low profile to 
avoid predator interest (Martín et al. 2009). This branch of 
strategies also includes death-feigning, which is believed to 
minimize further attack by a predator by reducing its need to 
further subdue the prey (Miyatake et al. 2004; Humphreys 
and Ruxton 2018). However, investing in stationary defen-
sive strategies comes with risks that include enabling a poten-
tial predator to approach within close proximity (Martín et al. 
2009) — and thus can have the opposite outcome.

On 3 November 2023, I observed a predator-prey inter-
action between a Weasel Skink (Saproscincus mustelinus) and 
a Lace Monitor (Varanus varius) in Valley Heights, New 
South Wales, Australia (-33.719944, 150.586194). The 

entire interaction occurred on a walking track while I was 
concealed about 8 m away in understory vegetation on a 
rock ledge above the site. The Weasel Skink exhibited alert 
movement, intermittently shifting locations, and was thus 
known to be alive. I first saw the Lace Monitor about 40 m 
down the walking track. As the latter approached to within 
2 m, the Weasel Skink became immobile while holding its 
limbs in a relaxed trailing posture. At this stage, the Lace 
Monitor appeared to be unaware of the Weasel Skink, even 
when within 1 m (Fig. 1); however, after tongue-flicking, the 
Lace Monitor located the still motionless skink, caught, and 
devoured it.

The Lace Monitor is a generalist carnivore (Weavers 
1989; Guarino 2001) and a predator of other lizards (Lloyd 
et al. 2009; Pascoe et al. 2012). In this interaction, the Weasel 
Skink certainly reduced its profile and was not detected by the 
Lace Monitor until the latter was very close. However, in this 
instance, the risk of allowing the Lace Monitor to get within 
attack range exceeded any advantage of a reduced profile and 
resulted in the skink becoming a meal.
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Figure 1. A tongue-flicking Lace Monitor (Varanus varius) strays within 1 m of a Weasel Skink (Saproscincus mustelinus) (bottom left of the image) (left) 
before honing in on the skink at a distance of 30–40 cm (right). Photographs by Matthew Mo.
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