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At about 0730 h on 18 August 2021, during a faunal sur-
vey in the southern Western Ghats, we encountered a 

near-fresh roadkilled Bibron’s Coralsnake (Calliophis bibroni) 
on the Mananthavady–Mysore highway at the Tholpetty 
Range of the Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary, Kerala, India 
(11.8701, 76.0727; elev. 740 m asl). Bibron’s Coralsnake, an 
exceedingly rare snake known only from a few specimens, is 
endemic to the Western Ghats (Shankar and Ganesh 2009; 
Deepak et al. 2010).

We found a recently ingested Brahminy Blindsnake 
(Indotyphlops braminus) (~16 cm total length) in the coral-
snake (Fig. 1). These parthenogenetic blindsnakes are the 
smallest species of snake in India and among the most com-

mon snakes found in the region (Palot and Srivalsan 2017). 
Both predator and prey species are nocturnal and very dif-
ficult to find during the day.

Like most coralsnakes, Bibron’s Coralsnake is ophiopha-
gus and is known to feed on smaller snakes, especially uro-
peltids (Whitaker and Captain 2004). This is the first record 
of a typhlopid snake in the diet of Bibron’s Coralsnake.
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Figure 1. A roadkilled Bibron’s Coralsnake (Calliophis bibroni) with a Brahminy Blindsnake (Indotyphlops braminus) (arrows) that had been ingested. 
Photographs by K.P. Dinesh.

HTTPS://JOURNALS.KU.EDU/REPTILESANDAMPHIBIANS

Reptiles & Amphibians ISSN 2332-4961
https://doi.org/10.17161/randa.v31i1.21578

IRCF REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS  •  VOL15, NO 4  •  DEC 2008 189TABLE OF CONTENTS

T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S

F E A T U R E  A R T I C L E S

 Chasing Bullsnakes (Pituophis catenifer sayi) in Wisconsin: 
On the Road to Understanding the Ecology and Conservation of the Midwest’s Giant Serpent ...................... Joshua M. Kapfer 190

 The Shared History of Treeboas (Corallus grenadensis) and Humans on Grenada: 
A Hypothetical Excursion ............................................................................................................................Robert W. Henderson 198

R E S E A R C H  A R T I C L E S

 The Texas Horned Lizard in Central and Western Texas .......................  Emily Henry, Jason Brewer, Krista Mougey, and Gad Perry 204
 The Knight Anole (Anolis equestris) in Florida 

 .............................................Brian J. Camposano, Kenneth L. Krysko, Kevin M. Enge, Ellen M. Donlan, and Michael Granatosky 212

C O N S E R V A T I O N  A L E R T

 World’s Mammals in Crisis  .............................................................................................................................................................   220
 More Than Mammals  ......................................................................................................................................................................   223
 The “Dow Jones Index” of Biodiversity  ...........................................................................................................................................   225

H U S B A N D R Y

 Captive Care of the Central Netted Dragon  ....................................................................................................... Shannon Plummer 226

P R O F I L E

 Kraig Adler: A Lifetime Promoting Herpetology  ................................................................................................ Michael L. Treglia 234

C O M M E N T A R Y

 The Turtles Have Been Watching Me  ........................................................................................................................ Eric Gangloff 238

B O O K  R E V I E W

 Threatened Amphibians of the World edited by S.N. Stuart, M. Hoffmann, J.S. Chanson, N.A. Cox, 
R. Berridge, P. Ramani, and B.E. Young  ..............................................................................................................  Robert Powell 243

 CONSERVATION RESEARCH REPORTS:   Summaries of Published Conservation Research Reports  .................................  245
 NATURAL HISTORY RESEARCH REPORTS:   Summaries of Published Reports on Natural History .................................  247
 NEWBRIEFS  ......................................................................................................................................................................................  248
 EDITORIAL INFORMATION  .....................................................................................................................................................  251
 FOCUS ON CONSERVATION:   A Project You Can Support  ...............................................................................................  252

Front Cover. Shannon Plummer.
Totat et velleseque audant mo 
estibus inveliquo velique rerchil 
erspienimus, quos accullabo. Ilibus 
aut dolor apicto invere pe dolum 
fugiatis maionsequat eumque 
moditia erere nonsedis ma sectiatur 
ma derrovitae voluptam, as quos 
accullabo.

Back Cover. Michael Kern
Totat et velleseque audant mo 

estibus inveliquo velique rerchil 
erspienimus, quos accullabo. Ilibus 

aut dolor apicto invere pe dolum 
fugiatis maionsequat eumque 

moditia erere nonsedis ma sectia-
tur ma derrovitae voluptam, as

IR
C

F

REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS
C O N S E R V AT I O N  A N D  N AT U R A L  H I S T O R Y

mailto:kpdinesh.zsi@gmail.com
mailto:shabnamansari9113@gmail.com
mailto:shyamtalmale@gmail.com
mailto:tripathyb@gmail.com


PALOT ET AL.  REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS  •  31: e21578  •  2024

2

Literature Cited
Deepak, V., H. Surendran, K. Vasudevan, and E.N. Smith. 2010. Redescription of 

Bibron’s coral snake, Calliophis bibroni Jan 1858 with notes and new records 
from south of the Palghat and Shencottah Gaps of the Western Ghats, India. 
Hamadryad 35: 1–10.

Palot, M.J. and V.K. Srivalsan. 2011. A Reconnaissance Survey of the Reptilian 
Fauna of Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary, Kerala. Survey Report Submitted to 

the Kerala Forests & Wildlife Department, Government of Kerala, Kochi, 
Kerala, India.

Shankar, P.G. and S.R. Ganesh. 2009. Sighting record and range extension of 
Calliophis (=Callophis) bibroni Jan, 1858 (Reptilia, Squamata, Serpentes, 
Elapidae). Herpetological Bulletin 108: 10–13.

Whitaker, R. and A. Captain. 2004. Snakes of India. The Field Guide. Draco Books, 
Chennai, India. 


