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The Western Basilisk (Basiliscus galeritus Duméril 1851) 
is a diurnally active lizard found in arboreal, terrestrial, 

and semi-aquatic environments (Vargas and Bolaños 1999; 
Paez et al. 2002; Castro-Herrera et al. 2012; Hernández-
Córdoba et al. 2012). It is typically associated with bodies of 
water in forested (Paez et al. 2002; MECN 2010; Rios et al. 
2011; Almendáriz and Brito 2012) or open areas (Hernández-
Córdoba et al. 2012) but also can be found in intervening 
ecosystems (Vargas and Bolaños 1999). Adult males can 
reach total lengths exceeding 70 cm (MECN 2010; Rios et al. 
2011; Castro-Herrera et al. 2012; Hernández-Córdoba et al. 
2012), two-thirds of which is tail (MECN 2010; Almendáriz 
and Brito 2012; Castro-Herrera et al. 2012). Heads of males 
bear a well-defined semicircular crest, which is rudimentary in 
females and juveniles (Dunn 1944; Paez et al. 2002; MECN 
2010; Ríos et al. 2011; Almendáriz and Brito 2012; Castro-
Herrera et al. 2012; Hernández-Córdoba et al. 2012). The 
dorsum of adults is typically dark brown, green, or greenish-
yellow hues, dark brown transverse bands are present on 
the back and tail, flanks are green, and the venter is yellow 
or pale green (Dunn 1944; Paez et al. 2002; MECN 2010; 
Castro-Herrera et al. 2012). This species is widely distributed 
in Central (Costa Rica and Panama) and northern South 
America (Colombia and Ecuador) (Dunn 1944; Paez et al. 
2002; MECN 2010; Rios et al. 2011; Castro-Herrera et al. 
2012; Hernández-Córdoba et al. 2012) at elevations below 
1,500 m asl (Dunn 1944; MECN 2010; Castro-Herrera et 
al. 2012). Like other basilisks, Basiliscus galeritus can run on 
water (Dunn 1944; Vargas and Bolaños 1999; MECN 2010; 
Rios et al. 2011; Castro-Herrera et al. 2012) and sometimes 
submerge (Isaza et al. 2022). The few reports documenting 
predation involve a Caiman (Caiman crocodilus) (Castro-
Herrera et al. 2013), a Neotropical Otter (Lontra longicaudis) 
(Mayor-Victoria and Botero-Botero 2010), and a Neotropical 

Blunt-headed Treesnake (Imantodes cenchoa) (Gonzalez-
Acosta et al. 2023), but we are unaware of any reports of pre-
dation by an invertebrate.

Wandering spiders of the genus Ancylometes are common 
in moist Neotropical forests and in riverine vegetation, living 
mostly on the ground, where they hide during the day in nat-
ural crevices and ambush prey at night (Höfer and Brescovit 
2000; Bhukal et al. 2015). These spiders are known to prey 
on insects, other invertebrates (e.g., Lombardo et al. 2023), 
and small vertebrates, including fish, tadpoles, frogs, and liz-
ards (Salcedo-Rivera et al. 2018; Reyes-Olivares et al. 2020; 
Warner et al. 2024). Ancylometes bogotensis, a large species 
with leg spans in females reaching 26 cm and those of males 
21 cm, is distributed in Central and northern and western 
South America (Höfer and Brescovit 2000), where it occupies 
lowland habitats (0–1,500 m asl) (Salgado-Roa et al. 2021). 
In Colombia, this species has been recorded in 14 of the 
nation’s 32 departments (Hazzi et al. 2013). Vertebrate prey 
of these spiders is known to include anurans (White 2015; 
Auguste et al. 2018; Salcedo-Rivera et al. 2018) and a West 
African House Gecko (Hemidactylus angulatus) (Gómez-
Martínez et al. 2020). Herein we report a predation attempt 
by A. bogotensis on a Western Basilisk (Basiliscus galeritus).

At approximately 1900 h on 4 April 2023, in the urban 
zone of the Municipality of Santa Rosa del Sur, Department 
of Bolivar, Colombia (7.96132, -74.04699; elev. 620 m asl), 
we were alerted by pronounced movement in the leaf litter. As 
we approached the source of the sound, we witnessed an adult 
female A. bogotensis attacking a juvenile Western Basilisk (Fig. 
1). The spider had seized the lizard by its head. The lizard’s 
attempts to free itself from the spider were unsuccessful, and 
after about 40 sec, the lizard became inert. The spider subse-
quently abandoned its prey, presumably due to our presence. 
We then examined the lizard, which exhibited visible damage 
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to its eye almost certainly caused by the spider’s chelicerae 
(Fig. 1). This is the first report of predation by an invertebrate 
on a corytophanid lizard.

Acknowledgements
We thank Nicolás Hazzi and Eduardo Florez for their help 
identifying the spider.

Literature Cited
Almendáriz, A. and J. Brito. 2012. Ampliación del rango distribucional de 

Drymarchon melanurus (Colubridae) y Basiliscus galeritus (Iguanidae-
Corytophaninae), hacia los bosques secos interandinos del norte del Ecuador. 
Revista Politécnica 30: 179–183.

Auguste, R.J., S. Maraj, and R. Deo. 2018. Possible predation on the frog 
Leptodactylus validus (Anura: Leptodactylidae) by the spider Ancylometes bogo-

tensis (Ctenidae) in Trinidad, WI. Living World Journal of the Trinidad and 
Tobago Field Naturalists’ Club 2018: 106–107.

Bhukal, R., M.G. Rutherford, and R.S. Mohammed. 2015. Predation on a freshwa-
ter crab, Dilocarcinus dentatus (Tricodactylidae), by several tropical wolf spi-
ders, Ancylometes bogotensis (Ctenidae), in Trinidad, WI. Living World Journal 
of the Trinidad and Tobago Field Naturalists’ Club 2015: 59–60.

Castro Herrera, F., A. Valencia Aguilar, and D.F. Villaquirán Martínez. 2012. 
Diversidad de anfibios y reptiles del Parque Nacional Natural Isla Gorgona. 
Feriva Impresores S.A., Cali, Colombia.

Castro-Herrera, F., A. Valencia-Aguilar, and D. Villaquiran. 2013. Evaluación de la 
población de babillas en los humedales del sur-occidente de la isla Gorgona, 
Pacífico colombiano. Herpetotropicos 9: 19–23.

Dunn, E.R., 1944. Los géneros de anfibios y reptiles de Colombia. Caldasia 2: 
497–529.

Gómez-Martínez, M.J., C.A. Gallego-Carmona, and C. Castellanos Vargas. 
2020. Predation of the invasive gecko Hemidactylus angulatus Hallowell, 
1854 (Squamata: Gekkonidae) by the wandering spider Ancylometes bogo-
tensis Keyserling, 1877 (Araneae: Ctenidae) in Tolima, Colombia. Boletín 
Científico Centro de Museos Museo de Historia Natural 24: 65–70. https://doi.
org/10.17151/bccm.2020.24.2.5.

Gonzalez-Acosta, C., J. Culebras, and E. Erb. 2023. First report on predation of 
Imantodes cenchoa (Colubridae) on Basiliscus galeritus (Corytophanidae) in a 
tropical humid forest in Colombia. Revista Latinoamericana Herpetologia 6: 
127–130. https://doi.org/10.22201/fc.25942158e.2023.01.541.

Hazzi, N.A., C. Valderrama-Ardila, A.D. Brescovit, D. Polotow, and M. Simó 
2013. New records and geographical distribution of ctenid spiders (Araneae: 
Ctenidae) in Colombia. Zootaxa 3709: 243–254. https://doi.org/10.11646/
zootaxa.3709.3.3.

Hernández-Córdoba, Ó.D., O.L. Agudelo-Valderrama, and J.P. Ospina-
Fajardo. 2012. Variación intraespecifica en el uso de percha nocturna de 
Basiliscus galeritus (Sauria: Corytophanidae) en Isla Palma, Pacífico colom-
biano. Papéis Avulsos Zoologia 52: 401–409. https://doi.org/10.1590/S0031-
10492012021300001.

Höfer, H. and A.D. Brescovit. 2000. A revision of the Neotropical spider genus 
Ancylometes Bertkau (Araneae: Pisauridae). Insect Systematics and Evolution 31: 
323–360. https://doi.org/10.1163/187631200X00075.

Lombardo, R., D. Murcia-Moreno, and D. Gálvez. 2023. First predation report 
of Gecarcinus quadratus (Brachyura: Gecarcinidae) by Ancylometes bogoten-
sis (Arachnida: Ctenidae) in Coiba Island, Panama. Acta Arachnologica 72: 
91–93. https://doi.org/10.2476/asjaa.72.91.

Mayor-Victoria, R. and A. Botero-Botero. 2010. Dieta de la nutria neotropi-
cal Lontra longicaudis (Carnívora, Mustelidae) en el río Roble, Alto Cauca, 
Colombia. Diet of the Neotropical Otter Lontra longicaudis (Carnivera, 
Mustelidae) in the Roble River, Upper Cauca Basin, Colombia. Acta Biológica 
Colombiana 15: 237–244.

MECN. 2010. Serie Herpetofauna del Ecuador: El Chocó Esmeraldeño. Monografía 5. 
Museo Ecuatoriano de Ciencias Naturales, Quito, Ecuador.

Paez, V.P., B.C. Bock, J.J. Estrada, A.M. Ortega, J.M. Daza, and P.D. Gutierrez-C. 
2002. Guía de campo de algunas especies de anfibios y reptiles de Antioquia. 
Universidad de Antioquia, Universidad Nacional de Colombia, Medellín, 
Colombia.

Reyes‐Olivares, C., A. Guajardo‐Santibáñez, B. Segura, N. Zañartu, M. Penna, and 
A. Labra. 2020. Lizard predation by spiders: A review from the Neotropical 
and Andean regions. Ecology and Evolution 10: 10953–10964. https://doi.
org/10.1002/ece3.6801.

Ríos, E.E., C.F. Hurtado P., J.T. Rengifo M., and F. Castro Herrera. 2011. 
Lagartos en comunidades naturales de dos localidades en la región del Chocó 
de Colombia. Herpetotropicos 5: 85–92.

Salcedo-Rivera, G.A., J.A. Fuentes-Mario, and J. Tovar-Márquez. 2018. Predation 
of the frog Elachistocleis panamensis por la araña Ancylometes bogotensis: 
first record. Depredación del sapo Elachistocleis panamensis by the spider 
Ancylometes bogotensis: pimer registro. Biota Colombiana 19: 128–132. https://
doi.org/10.21068/c2018.v19n02a11.

Salgado-Roa, F.C., A. Gamez, M. Sanchez-Herrera, C. Pardo-Díaz, and C. Salazar. 
2021. Divergence promoted by the northern Andes in the giant fishing spider 
Ancylometes bogotensis (Araneae: Ctenidae). Biological Journal of the Linnean 
Society 132: 495–508. https://doi.org/10.1093/biolinnean/blaa220.

Vargas-S., F. and M.E. Bolaños-L. 1999. Anfibios y reptiles presentes en hábitats 
perturbados de selva lluviosa tropical en el bajo Anchicayá, Pacífico colombi-
ano. Revista de la Academia Colombiana de Ciencias Exactas, Físicas y Naturales 

Figure 1. A predation attempt by an adult female Wandering Spider 
(Ancylometes bogotensis) on a juvenile Western Basilisk (Basiliscus galeritus) in 
the Municipality of Santa Rosa del Sur, Department of Bolivar, Colombia 
(top); damage to the eye of the lizard sustained during the attack (bottom). 
Video accessible at: https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.25329388.v1. 
Photographs by José Santiago Pérez-Galvis.
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