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Thirty species in four families of tortoises and freshwater 
turtles (TFT) occur in India, three of which are large 

freshwater turtles in the genus Batagur (B. baska, B. dhongoka, 
and B. kachuga) (Ahmed et al. 2009). All three are assessed as 
Critically Endangered (CR) in the IUCN Red List (IUCN 
2025) and are legally protected (Schedule I) under the Indian 
Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 (Government of India 2024).

The Red-crowned Roofed Turtle (Batagur kachuga) 
is a large riverine turtle that historically was distributed in 
major rivers and tributaries in a ~400,000-km2 expanse of 
the Ganges River Basin (D. Moll and Moll 2004; Fig. 1). 
Intensive hunting of adults and eggs has caused catastrophic 
declines, reducing the population by over 80% and causing 
a dramatic decline in the species’ distribution (Praschag et al. 
2019). Several individuals were found in the upper Ganga 
during a survey between Rishikesh and Kanpur in 1993 (Rao 
1995), but B. kachuga was not detected in the Ganga during 
surveys conducted in 2006 and 2020 in Narora and Haidarpur 
(Singh et al. 2006, 2020). The absence of B. kachuga in the 
Upper Ganga has been attributed to overharvesting of eggs 
and adults (E.O. Moll 1990), illegal trade (E.O. Moll 1986; 
Das 1991; Praschag et al. 2019), habitat degradation includ-
ing hydrological projects affecting river-flow dynamics and 
nesting banks (Das 1991, 1997; Choudhury et al. 2000), and 
entanglement in nets due to unsustainable fishing (Praschag 
et al. 2019). In the past 30 years, B. kachuga has not been seen 
throughout its historic range, except in the Chambal River 
straddling the states of Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, and 
Rajasthan (Rao 1995; Rhodin et al. 2011), where fewer than 
500 adult females are thought to survive (Sirsi et al. 2017; 
Singh et al. 2024).

Based on existing information, outside of India, 
Bangladesh and Nepal have only marginal habitats and no 
known populations are known to exist (Praschag et al. 2019). 
We believe that an old record from Bangladesh was either a 
released individual from the pet trade or a case of misidenti-

fication (SS, pers. comm.). The species was listed as extinct 
in Bangladesh in 2010 as the status of the few records was 
unclear (Rashid and Khan 2000; S.M.A. Rashid, pers. comm. 
at the Red List Workshop in Singapore, February 2011); nor 
do any recent vouchers document the species in Nepal.

On 30 May 2021, Mr. Anchal Kumar Singh called and 
requested that we identify a turtle found near a local pond 
adjacent to a house in Duhri Village, Hapur District, Uttar 
Pradesh, India (28.70126, 77.67210). The adult female (car-
apace length 63.7 cm, weight 12.4 kg) was identified as B. 
kachuga based on descriptions in Smith (1931) and Prachag 
et al. (2019) (Fig. 2). This is the first record of B. kuchuga in 
the upper Ganga in 30 years. A photographic voucher was 
deposited in the University of Kansas Digital Archive (KUDA 
14635) and the identity of the species was confirmed by 
Jayaditya Purkayastha.
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Figure 1. Map showing the historic distribution of the Red-crowned 
Roofed Turtle (Batagur kachuga) in India. The red dot indicates the loca-
tion of a female sighted in Duhri Village, Hapur District, Uttar Pradesh, 
India. The yellow dot indicates the location of a nest found in the 
Barasingha Sanctuary along the Upper Ganga in Hapur District of Uttar 
Pradesh. The rectangle indicates the current limited distribution in the 
Chambal River. Compiled by the Chelonian Research Foundation 2018.
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Similarly, under the auspices of a community-led nest-
protection program of the World Wide Fund for Nature 
(WWF) and the Uttar Pradesh Forest Department (UPFD) 
in 2022-23 in the Barasingha Sanctuary of the Upper Ganga 
in Hapur District of Uttar Pradesh (Dubey et al. 2025). 
On 03 March 2023, local villagers encountered two nests 
of B. kachuga near Ahar village, Bulandshahr District, Uttar 
Pradesh (Fig. 3). Twenty-one hatchlings emerged from 
27 eggs in the two nests. All of the hatchlings were head 
started before being released at the natal site post-monsoon 
on 12 December 2023 to avoid mortality due to flooding. 
Photographic vouchers were deposited in the University of 
Kansas Digital Archive (KUDA 14636–7) and the identity of 
the species was confirmed by Jayaditya Purkayastha.

These sightings suggest that some adult B. kachuga remain 
in the upper Ganga in the area of Hapur and Bulandshahr 
Districts and that at least one female is nesting in the area. 
Intensive monitoring is needed to safeguard this small but 
crucial population of B. kachuga and possibly reestablish this 
charismatic species in its historic habitat.
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