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KLlowledge regarding the ecology and natural history of
erpetofaunal species on the Yucatdn Peninsula is scarce
and sometimes nonexistent (Lee 1996; Ochoa-Ochoa and
Flores-Villela 2006). The Yucatan Silky Anole, Anolis ustus,
(referred as Norops ustus by some authors), which is assigned
to the A. sericeus complex, is a small lizard (SVL 37.3-48.9
mm) with a narrow head, snout pointed in dorsal view, and
a long, thin tail about twice the SVL; it usually is gray or
grayish brown with slightly darker dorsal reticulations, and
females sometimes have a pale middorsal stripe; the small, yel-
low-orange dewlap with an irregular central blue spot (unique
in the A. sericeus complex) is present in both sexes (Lee 1996;
Lara-Tufifo et al. 2016). Anolis ustus is not included in any
risk category in Mexican legislation, has not been evaluated
for the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species, and is consid-
ered a species with a low environmental vulnerability score
(Gonzdlez-Sdnchez et al. 2017, 2023).

Although predation on A. ustus has not been recorded, like
other anoles, it likely is common prey of many Yucatecan preda-

tors. Congeners on the Yucatén Peninsula are known prey of
invertebrates, including spiders (Latrodectus geometricus and spe-
cies in the family Sparassidae) and scorpions (Centruroides graci-
li5), and vertebrates like colubrid (ZLeprophis mexicanus and Oxybelis
porosiensis) and dipsadid (Coniophanes imperialis, Imantodes tenuis-
simus, and Leptodeira frenata) snakes (Garcfa-Balderas et al. 2016;
Carbajal-Mdrquez et al. 2019; Cid-Mora and Vésquez-Cruz 2020;
Cubas-Rodriguez and Teruel 2022; Cedefo-Vizquez et al. 2023).

The Yucatan Blunt-headed Treesnake (1. tenuissimus) is a
medium-sized dipsadid (SVL 475-600 mm; TL to 850 mm)
characterized by a rounded head, large and protruding eyes,
a slender body, and a long, thin tail, representing approxi-
mately 25% of body length; light tan dorsally with irregu-
lar dark brown or reddish blotches; and a cream venter with
small dark spots (Lee 1996; Heimes 2016). This species is
under special protection in Mexican legislation, is listed as
Least Concern in the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species,
and has a moderate environmental vulnerability score (Wilson
et al. 2013; Gonzdlez-Sdnchez et al. 2017).

Figure 1. Predation on a Yucatan Silky Anole (Anolis ustus) by a Yucatan Blunt-headed Treesnake (/mantodes tenuissimus). Photographs by Daniel R.
Durdn-Arceo.
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Little is known about the diet of . tenuissimus, but it likely
feeds on lizards and frogs (Lee 1996). Few publications pro-
vide information about the diet; Kéhler et al. (2017) recorded
partially digested body parts of Anolis lizards in the stomach
contents of three /. tenuissimus, and Carbajal-Mdrquez et al.
(2019) found an adult Anolis rodriguezii in the digestive tract
of an adult female (TL 615 mm) and a juvenile Anolis lemuri-
nus in an adult male (TL 920 cm). We herein present the first
documented record of . tenuissimus preying on A. ustus.

At about 2310 h on 22 March 2023, during a herpe-
tological survey in the Private Natural Reserve “Komchén
de los Pdjaros,” Municipality of Dzemul, Yucatdn, Mexico
(21.215597, -89.328308; elev. 10 m asl), we found an adult
L. tenuissimus (SVL ~50 cm, TL ~70 cm) (Fig. 1) in a decidu-
ous forest hanging from a branch of a Black Acacia (Senegalia
gaumeri) about 1.6 m above the ground ingesting an adult A.
ustus (-10 cm TL). At the time of the encounter, the lizard
was being swallowed headfirst. After complete ingestion, we
continued to observe the snake for about one hour, during
which it remained in the same position.

Anoles are important components in the trophic struc-
ture of Neotropical and subtropical ecosystems both as preda-
tors (primarily of arthropods) and as prey of predators that
include snakes and birds (Rodriguez Schettino and Martinez-
Reyes, 1996; Pinilla-Renterfa et al. 2015). However, due to
the recent resurrection of A. ustus and its restricted distribu-
tion, little is known about its ecology and natural history
(Lara-Tufifo et al. 2016). Our observation is the first record
of predation on A. ustus by I. tenuissimus.
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