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A{:inism is the total absence or substantial reduction of
elanin, which results in animals with white or yellow-
ish skin and red eyes (Foenander and Charlton 2023). The
difference between albinism and leucism is that in the latter
individuals retain the usual pigmentation in the eyes despite
showing a whitish, yellowish, golden, pink or reddish color in
the skin (Ferreira et al. 2019).

These types of chromatic anomalies have been docu-
mented previously in the Iberian Peninsula. Arribas and
Ribera (1992) indicated that numerous cases of albinism have
been recorded in Common Fire Salamanders (Salamandra sal-
amandra) in the northeastern Iberian Peninsula and that it is
a well-known phenomenon in Europe. Leucism also has been
recorded, in a juvenile in Santa Susanna, Catalonia (Poch
and Torallas 2021) and in an adult in Fornelo de Montes
(Pontevedra), Galicia (northwestern Spain) (Dopereiro and
Puras 2018).

On 14 November 2023, while sampling a wetland in the
village of O Logoso, Dumbria (A Corufa), Spain (42.97492,
-9.072280), I encountered an albino larval Common Fire
Salamander (Fig. 1). Its behavior and morphology (other than
color) did not differ from those of other individuals of the
same species at the same site.
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Figure 1. An albino larval Common Fire Salamander (Salamandra sala-
mandra) from O Logoso, Dumbria (A Corufia), Spain. Photograph by
Martin Quintdns Sudrez.
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