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Hypopigmentation in snakes is a rare genetic anom-
aly characterized by the absence or reduction in the 

amount of melanin; albinism affects the pigmentation of eyes 
(resulting in red eyes), whereas eye color is normal in leucism 
(Bechtel 1978). Reports of hypopigmentation in Checkered 
Keelbacks, Fowlea piscator (Schneider 1799), highlighting 
variations in pigmentation and physical characteristics, in 
India and Nepal include records from Gujarat, Maharashtra, 
Mizoram, and West Bengal (India) and from Dhanusha 
District (Nepal) (Mahabal and Thakur 2014; Deshmukh et 
al. 2020; Mahapatra et al. 2020; Devkota et al. 2021; Patel et 
al. 2022; Bawaskar et al 2024).

At about 1900 h on 1 June 2024, we observed an albino 
juvenile male F. piscator (total length 290 mm) (Fig. 1) 
near the Assam State Zoo in Guwahati, Assam (26.163895, 
91.780121; elev. 73 m asl). Appearance and scalation details 
align with published descriptions of F. piscator (e.g., Smith 
1943; Purkayastha et al. 2018). This is, to the best of our 
knowledge, the first documented record of albinism in Fowlea 
piscator from the state of Assam, India.

Literature Cited
Bawaskar, K., N. Bhandakkar, A. Sonkule, A. Parate, S. Chaudhari, and L. 

Khalode. 2024. Five cases of albinism and leucism in snakes from Nagpur, 
Maharashtra, India. International Journal of Life Sciences 12(1): 17–20.

Bechtel, H.B. 1978. Color and pattern in snakes (Reptilia, Serpentes). Journal of 
Herpetology 12: 521–532. https://doi.org/10.2307/1563357.

Deshmukh, R.V., S.A. Deshmukh, S.A. Badhekar, J. Rewatkar, V.P. Pachare, 
and S.B. Kawale. 2020. First records of albinism or leucism in six species of 
snakes from central India. Reptiles & Amphibians 26: 174–179. https://doi.
org/10.17161/randa.v26i3.14398.

Devkota, K., D.N. Mandal, and H. Kaiser. 2021. First report of flavinistic albinism 
in the Checkered keelback, Fowlea piscator (Schneider, 1799), from Nepal. 
Herpetology Notes 14: 185–187.

Mahabal, A. and S. Thakur. 2014. Instances of aberrant colors and patterns among 
the Indian herpetofauna: A review. Russian Journal of Herpetology 21: 80–88. 
https://doi.org/10.30906/1026-2296-2014-21-2-80-88.

Mahapatra, A.D., V. Santra, and S.K. Ghorai. 2020. Xenochrophis piscator 
(Checkered Keelback). Albinism. Herpetological Review 51: 160.

Patel, A., A. Samal, and S. Pandey. 2022. A leucistic Checkered Keelback (Fowlea 
piscator) entangled in plastic netting in Valsad, Gujarat, India. Reptiles & 
Amphibians 29: 259–260. https://doi.org/10.17161/randa.v29i1.16764.

Purkayastha, J., J. Kalita, R.K. Brahma, R. Doley, and M. Das. 2018. A review 
of the relationships of Xenochrophis cerasogaster Cantor, 1839 (Serpentes: 
Colubridae) to its congeners. Zootaxa 4514: 126–136. https://doi.
org/10.11646/zootaxa.4514.1.10.

Smith, M.A. 1943. The Fauna of British India, Ceylon and Burma, including 
the Whole of the Indo-Chinese Sub-region. Reptilia and Amphibia. Vol. III–
Serpentes. Taylor & Francis, London, UK.

Albinism in the Checkered Keelback,  
Fowlea piscator (Schneider 1799),  

from Assam, India
Rupankar Bhattacharjee1,2, Ashwini Kumar1, Debabrata Phukon1, Pranjal Mahananda1, and Jayaditya Purkayastha2

1Assam State Zoo and Botanical Garden, RG Baruah Road, Guwahati, Assam 781005
2Help Earth, Lachitnagar, Guwahati, Assam 781007 (mail.jayaditya@gmail.com)

HTTPS://JOURNALS.KU.EDU/REPTILESANDAMPHIBIANS

Reptiles & Amphibians ISSN 2332-4961
https://doi.org/10.17161/randa.v32i1.22411

IRCF REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS  •  VOL15, NO 4  •  DEC 2008 189TABLE OF CONTENTS

T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S

F E A T U R E  A R T I C L E S

 Chasing Bullsnakes (Pituophis catenifer sayi) in Wisconsin: 
On the Road to Understanding the Ecology and Conservation of the Midwest’s Giant Serpent ...................... Joshua M. Kapfer 190

 The Shared History of Treeboas (Corallus grenadensis) and Humans on Grenada: 
A Hypothetical Excursion ............................................................................................................................Robert W. Henderson 198

R E S E A R C H  A R T I C L E S

 The Texas Horned Lizard in Central and Western Texas .......................  Emily Henry, Jason Brewer, Krista Mougey, and Gad Perry 204
 The Knight Anole (Anolis equestris) in Florida 

 .............................................Brian J. Camposano, Kenneth L. Krysko, Kevin M. Enge, Ellen M. Donlan, and Michael Granatosky 212

C O N S E R V A T I O N  A L E R T

 World’s Mammals in Crisis  .............................................................................................................................................................   220
 More Than Mammals  ......................................................................................................................................................................   223
 The “Dow Jones Index” of Biodiversity  ...........................................................................................................................................   225

H U S B A N D R Y

 Captive Care of the Central Netted Dragon  ....................................................................................................... Shannon Plummer 226

P R O F I L E

 Kraig Adler: A Lifetime Promoting Herpetology  ................................................................................................ Michael L. Treglia 234

C O M M E N T A R Y

 The Turtles Have Been Watching Me  ........................................................................................................................ Eric Gangloff 238

B O O K  R E V I E W

 Threatened Amphibians of the World edited by S.N. Stuart, M. Hoffmann, J.S. Chanson, N.A. Cox, 
R. Berridge, P. Ramani, and B.E. Young  ..............................................................................................................  Robert Powell 243

 CONSERVATION RESEARCH REPORTS:   Summaries of Published Conservation Research Reports  .................................  245
 NATURAL HISTORY RESEARCH REPORTS:   Summaries of Published Reports on Natural History .................................  247
 NEWBRIEFS  ......................................................................................................................................................................................  248
 EDITORIAL INFORMATION  .....................................................................................................................................................  251
 FOCUS ON CONSERVATION:   A Project You Can Support  ...............................................................................................  252

Front Cover. Shannon Plummer.
Totat et velleseque audant mo 
estibus inveliquo velique rerchil 
erspienimus, quos accullabo. Ilibus 
aut dolor apicto invere pe dolum 
fugiatis maionsequat eumque 
moditia erere nonsedis ma sectiatur 
ma derrovitae voluptam, as quos 
accullabo.

Back Cover. Michael Kern
Totat et velleseque audant mo 

estibus inveliquo velique rerchil 
erspienimus, quos accullabo. Ilibus 

aut dolor apicto invere pe dolum 
fugiatis maionsequat eumque 

moditia erere nonsedis ma sectia-
tur ma derrovitae voluptam, as

IR
C

F

REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS
C O N S E R V AT I O N  A N D  N AT U R A L  H I S T O R Y

Figure 1. An albino Checkered Keelback (Fowlea piscator) from Guwahati, 
Assam, India. Photograph by Jayaditya Purkayastha.
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