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he genus Ophiomorus includes twelve currently

recognized species, which are widely distributed in the
Palearctic (Hedges 2014; Kornilios et al. 2018). Two of
these occur in Greece, the endemic Greek Limbless Skink,
Ophiomorus punctatissimus (Bibron and Bory de St. Vincent
1833), and the recently described Anatolian Limbless Skink,
O. kardesi Kornilios, Kumlutas, Lymberakis, and Ilgaz 2018.
The Greek Limbless Skink ranges throughout the southern
Peloponnese Peninsula and on the islands of Kythira,
Elafonisos, and Dokos, as well as at two unconfirmed sites
in eastern and southwestern continental Greece (Valakos et
al. 2008; Broggi 2016; Kornilios et al. 2018). The Anatolian
Limbless Skink occurs primarily in southwestern coastal
Turkey and adjacent islets, as well as the Greek island of
Kastellorizo in the eastern Aegean, which is the only known
location in the country (Kalaentzis et al. 2018).

Herein, we confirm the occurrence of O. kardesi on the
islet of Agrielaia, a satellite in the Kastellorizo Island complex
of Greece.

Under a light overcast in the early morning during
herpetological surveys on 20 March 2024, we encountered
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a single adult Ophiomorus kardesi (Fig. 1) hidden under a
stone on Agrielaia (36.15056, 29.60369) (surface area =
0.0155 m?), 300 m straight-line distance from the island of
Kastellorizo. Habitat consists of stony terrain (loose soil is
present at only a few sites) and herbaceous plants dominated
by clusters of Tree Spurge (Euphorbia dendroides) (Fig. 2).
After our discovery, we searched for additional individuals
with no success. A photographic voucher has been deposited
in the Kansas University Digital Archive (KUDA 14633) and
the identity of the species was confirmed from photographs
by Konstantinos Kalaentzis.

Until now, O. kardesi has been found only on
Kastellorizo, where it has been observed at multiple locations
(Valakos and Papapanagiotou 1985; Kalaentzis et al. 2018).
Our observation is both an additional insular record for O.
kardesi in Greece and the only known record of any reptile on
Agrielaia. Elsewhere in its range, these lizards are associated
with loose soils in xeric environments; consequently, other
nearby satellites of Kastellorizo that have not been extensively
surveyed for herpetofaunal species might also support

populations of O. kardesi.

Figure 1. An Anatolian Limbless Skink (Ophiomorus kardesi) from Agrielaia, a satellite of Kastellorizo (Megisti) Island in the eastern Mediterranean.

Photographs by Elias Tzoras.
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Figure 2. Habitat on Agrielaia, a satellite of Kastellorizo (Megisti)
Island in the eastern Mediterranean, where an Anatolian Limbless Skink

(Ophiomorus kardesi) was encountered. Photograph by Elias Tzoras.
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