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he five currently recognized species in the genus

Cerrophidion are distributed across high elevation
areas from central Veracruz in Mexico to western Panama
(Schramer et al. 2018). Three of the five species occur in
Mexico, Godman’s Montane Pitviper (C. godmani) in Oaxaca
and Chiapas (Schramer et al. 2018), the Tzotzil Montane
Pitviper (C. tzotzilorum) restricted to Chiapas (Jadin 2007),
and the Cerro Petlalcala Montane Pitviper (C. petlalcalensis),
which has the northernmost distribution of any species of the
genus and is found in the states of Veracruz and Oaxaca (De
La Torre-Loranca et al. 2019).

The original description of Cerraphidion petlalcalensis was
based on five specimens from Cerro de Petlalcala, Veracruz
(Lépez-Luna et al. 1999), and its presence has recently been
confirmed at five additional localities in the state (De La
Torre-Loranca et al. 2019; Peralta-Herndndez and Castillo-
Judrez 2021) and two sites in Oaxaca (De La Torre Loranca
et al. 2019; Garcfa-Padilla et al. 2024). These new records
indicate that this species occurs in montane cloud and pine-
oak forests at elevations of 1,317-2,500 m asl.

Figure 1. A Cerro Petlalcala Montane Pitviper (Cerrophidion petlalcalensis)

from Ahuatla, Coyomeapan Municipality, Puebla, México. Photograph by
Rafael Peralta-Herndndez.
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Figure 2. Map showing the new locality for the Cerro Petlalcala Montane
Pitviper (Cerraphidion petlalcalensis) in Puebla (red square) and the nearest
known localities in Oaxaca (green dot) and Veracruz (blue dot), México.

At 1200 h on 19 March 2024, 1 encountered a C.
petlalcalensis (Fig. 1) basking in a rocky area along a road
in Ahuatla, Coyomeapan Municipality, Puebla, México
(18.296542, -96.970168; elev. 2,194 m asl). Vegetation at
the site corresponded to pine-oak forest and was relatively
well preserved, albeit with some evidence of recent logging.
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The identity of the snake was verified by Neftali Camacho
before submitting a photographic voucher to the Natural
History Museum of Los Angeles County (LACM PC 3080).
This record fills a gap of 66.1 km between the two closest
known localities, Xibtla, Atlahuilco Municipality, Veracruz,
and San Andrés Hidalgo, Huautla de Jiménez Municipality,
Oaxaca (De La Torre-Loranca et al. 2019; Fig. 2). In
addition, this record increases the number of reptilian species
in Puebla to 184, 179 of which are squamates (Woolrich-Pifia
et al. 2017; Canseco-Mdrquez et al. 2018; Nieto-Montes de
Oca et al. 2018; De la Torre-Loranca et al. 2020; Bernal et
al. 2022; Contreras-Calvario et al. 2022). It also is the only
species in the genus Cerrophidion that occurs in the state.

Acknowledgements
I thank Ricardo Palacios-Aguilar for helpful comments on an
early version of this note and Neftali Camacho for verifying
the identity of the species and cataloguing the photographic
voucher in the digital collection of the Natural History
Museum of Los Angeles County.

Literature Cited

Bernal, ].M., J.J. Mateo Sdnchez, I.T. Ahumada-Carrillo, and U.O. Garcfa-Vdzquez.
2022. Drymobius chloroticus (Colubridae): Puebla. Revista Latinoamericana De
Herpetologia 5: 62—63. https://doi.org/10.22201/fc.25942158¢.2022.3.517.

Canseco-Mdrquez, L., C.G. Ramirez-Gonzdlez, and J.A. Campbell. 2018.
Taxonomic review of the rare Mexican snake genus Chersodromus (Serpentes:
Dipsadidae), with the description of two new species. Zootaxa 4399: 151—
169. https://doi.org/10.11646/z00taxa.4399.2.1.

Contreras-Calvario, A.I, R. Avalos-Vela, C. Orozco, and V.H. Jiménez-Arcos.
2022. First record of Tantilla flavilineata Smith & Burger, 1950 (Squamata,
Colubridae) for Puebla, Mexico. Check List 18: 979-982. https://doi.

REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS e 31:e22537 * 2024

org/10.15560/18.5.979.

De la Torre-Loranca, M.A., C.I. Griinwald, A.E. Valdenegro-Brito, R.I. Cervantes-
Burgos, and U.O. Garcfa-Vdzquez. 2019. New distributional records for
the rare Mexican pitviper Cerrophidion petlalcalensis (Squamata: Viperidae)
from Veracruz and Oaxaca, Mexico, with comments on distribution and the
natural history. Revista Latinoamericana de Herpetologia 2: 71-77. https://doi.
0rg/10.22201/fc.25942158¢.2019.2.51.

De La Torre-Loranca, M.A., R.G. Martinez-Fuentes, L. Canseco-Mdrquez, and
U.O. Garcia-Vézquez. 2020. New records of amphibians and reptiles from
Sierra de Zongolica, Veracruz and Puebla, Mexico. Herpetological Review 51:
550-553.

Garcfa-Padilla, E., I. Villalobos-Judrez. L. Bautista-Bautista, C. Méndez-
Herndndez, C.A. Torres-Barragdn, C. Tomds-Lépez, B. Lépez-Jiménez,
J.M. Martinez-Cruz, and M. Sosa-Reyes. 2024. Nuevos registros
distribucionales de anfibios y reptiles en el estado de Oaxaca, México. Revista
Latinoamericana de Herpetologia 7: 137-142. https://doi.org/10.22201/
£c.25942158e.2024.1.878.

Jadin, R. 2007. Prey Items of the Tzotzil Montane Pitviper (Cerrophidion
tzotzilorum). The Southwestern Naturalist 52: 437-438. https://doi.
org/10.1894/0038-4909(2007)52[437:PIOTTM]2.0.CO;2.

Lépez-Luna, M.A., R.C. Vogt, and M.A. De La Torre-Loranca. 1999. A new
species of montane pitviper from Veracruz, Mexico. Herpetologica 55:382—
389.

Nieto-Montes de Oca, A., H. Sénchez-Vega, and I. Durdn-Fuentes. 2018. A new
species of knob-scaled lizard (Xenosauridae, Xenosaurus) from the Sierra
Madre Oriental of Puebla, Mexico. ZooKeys 737: 141-160. https://doi.
org/10.3897/zo0keys.737.15095.

Peralta-Herndndez, R. and J.L. Castillo-Judrez. 2021. Primeros registros para la
herpetofauana del municipio de Huiloapan de Cuauhtémoc, Veracruz,
México. Revista Latinoamericana de Herperologia 4: 224-231. https://doi.
org/10.22201/fc.25942158¢.2021.02.255.

Schramer, T.D., M.A. De La Torre-Loranca, M. Salazar-Saavedra, Y. Kalki, and
D.B. Wylie. 2018. Additional diet information for Cerrophidion godmani
(Giinter, 1863) and a dietary synopsis of the genus Cerraphidion Campbell
and Lamar, 1992. Revista Lationamericana de Herpetologia 1: 35-43. https://
doi.org/10.22201/fc.25942158¢.2018.2.39.

Woolrich-Pifia, G.A., E. Garcfa-Padilla, D.L. DeSantis, ].D. Johnson, V. Mata-
Silva, and L.D. Wilson. 2017. The herpetofauna of Puebla, Mexico:
composition, distribution, and conservation status. Mesoamerican Herpetology

4:791-884.


http://dx.doi.org/10.1894/0038-4909(2007)52%5b437:PIOTTM%5d2.0.CO;2

