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Neotropical sipos (also known as whipsnakes) in the 
genus Chironius Fitzinger 1826, which are characterized 

by having 10 or 12 midbody dorsal scale rows, occur from 
Honduras in Central America to Uruguay and Argentina 
in South America, and on Trinidad in the Atlantic Ocean 
(Dixon et al. 1993; Torres-Carvajal et al. 2019). The genus 
currently comprises 27 terrestrial or semi-arboreal spe-
cies (Uetz et al. 2025), with six new species described in 
the last decade (Fernandes and Hamdan 2014; Hamdan 
and Fernandes 2015; Entiauspe-Neto et al. 2020; Jadin et 
al. 2024; Quinteros-Muñoz et al. 2024; Sudré et al. 2024). 
According to Dixon et al. (1993), six species of Chironius 
occur in Peru: C. exoletus (Linnaeus 1758), C. fuscus (Linnaeus 
1758), C. leucometapus Dixon, Wiest, and Cei 1993, C. mon-
ticola Roze 1952, C. multiventris Schmidt and Walker 1943, 
and C. scurrula (Wagler 1824). A revision of Chironius speci-
mens housed in the herpetological collection of the Centro 
de Ornitología y Biodiversidad (CORBIDI) in Lima, Perú, 
led to the recognition of the recently described Whipala Sipo 
(Chironius whipala), presently known only from Bolivia. We 
herein report the first record of C. whipala in Perú.

On 7 May 2014, Karla García collected an adult male C. 
whipala (CORBIDI 14688) (Figs. 1–3) during an environmen-
tal impact study (Programa de Monitoreo Biológico COGA) 
for the gas pipeline of Camisea in Capire, Camanti District, 
Quispincanchi Province, Cusco Department, Perú (-13.42285, 
-70.90338; elev. 1,240 m asl). This specimen represents the first 
record of C. whipala in Peru, extending the known range by about 
750 km NW from the type locality at Chaquisacha, Carrasco 
National Park, Cochabamba Department, Bolivia (Fig. 4).

The specimen was identified according to the following 
diagnostic characters of C. whipala (Quinteros-Muñoz et al. 
2024) (CORBIDI 14688 characters in parentheses): (1) dor-
sal scale formula 10-10-8 in males (10-10-8); (2) apical pits 
absent; (3) paravertebral keels present; (4) ventrals 149–151 
in males (151); (5) subcaudals 117–122 in males (114); (6) 
cloacal plate single; (7) loreal slightly longer than high; (8) 
adults emerald green, unmarked; (9) black postocular stripe 
absent; (10) snout yellow; (11) ventrals and subcaudals yel-
lowish or greenish, immaculate; (12) hemipenis short (~2X as 
long as wide), cylindrical, unilobed, with an undivided sulcus 
spermaticus and base covered with tiny spines (Fig. 3).
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Figure 1. An adult male Whipala Sipo (Chironius whipala) (CORBIDI 14688) (SVL 918 mm) collected in Capire, Camanti District, Quispincanchi 
Province, Cusco Department, Peru. Photographs by PJV.
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Figure 2. An adult male Whipala Sipo (Chironius whipala) (CORBIDI 14688) (SVL = 918 mm) collected in Capire, Camanti District, Quispincanchi 
Province, Cusco Department, Peru. Dorsal (A) and lateral (B) views of head; dorsal (C) and ventral (D) views of body. Scale bar (head only) = 10 mm. 
Photographs by LAGA.

Figure 3. Right hemipenis of an adult male Whipala Sipo (Chironius whipala) (CORBIDI 14688): sulcate (A), left side (B), asulcate (C), and right side 
(D) views. Scale bar = 5 mm. Photographs by LAGA.
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According to Quinteros-Muñoz et al. (2024), C. whi-
pala is endemic to the Bolivian-Peruvian Yungas Ecoregion. 
However, this new record indicates that C. whipala is distrib-
uted much farther north, at least as far as the Department 
of Cusco (Fig. 4). Like other species of limbless squamates 
(e.g., Amphisbaena slateri Boulenger 1907, Crotalus duris-
sus Linnaeus 1758, Bothrocophias andianus (Amaral 1923), 
Bothrops oligolepis (Werner 1901), B. monsignifer Timms et 
al. 2019), the range of C. whipala extends from Bolivia to 
southern Peru through the Peruvian Yungas Ecoregion (sensu 
Olson et al. 2001) (Harvey et al. 2005; Costa et al. 2018; 
Timms et al. 2019).

In a review of the literature, we found that some spe-
cies of Chironius have been erroneously reported for Perú or 
their presence is at least doubtful. Carrillo and Icochea (1995) 
recorded C. flavolineatus in the upper rainforest of Huánuco 
Department and C. grandisquamis in the Amazon rainfor-
est of Loreto Department. However, the authors did not 
cite voucher specimens for these records. Both species sub-
sequently were recorded for Peru by Lehr (2002), following 
Carrillo and Icochea (1995) and identifying a specimen at the 
Universidad Nacional Mayor de San Marcos as C. flavolin-
eatus (UNMSM 2889). However, Lehr (2002) did not pro-
vide new evidence to support the record of C. grandisquamis. 
Moreover, Uetz et al. (2025) reported both species in Peru, 

along with C. carinatus; they included the records of C. flavo-
lineatus and C. grandisquamis in Peru based on Lehr (2002) 
and a personal communication by T. Doan, who mentioned 
a record of C. flavolineatus in Peru without specifying a local-
ity or providing a specimen voucher. Hamdan and Fernandes 
(2015) examined photographs of the supposed specimen of 
C. flavolineatus (UNMSM 2889) from Peru identified by 
Lehr (2002), and concluded that the specimen was not C. 
flavolineatus based on the absence of a vertebral stripe and 
other diagnostic characters of the taxon. The distribution 
of C. flavolineatus includes the geographical region of Gran 
Chaco in Bolivia, Paraguay, and Brazil, and the Atlantic 
forest biomes of Brazil (Wallach et al. 2014; Hamdan and 
Fernandes 2015), whereas the distribution of C. grandisqua-
mis is restricted to the Chocó Forest on the Pacific Coast of 
northwestern Ecuador to Central America (Dixon et al. 1993; 
Wallach et al. 2014).

The records of C. carinatus from Peru in Uetz et al. 
(2025) were based on records in Catenazzi et al. (2013), which 
included a specimen (UNMSM [formerly MUSM] 24073) 
and a mention in Duellman and Salas (1991), although the 
latter cited no voucher specimen. Additionally, the distribu-
tional data provided by Wallach et al. (2014) and Nogueira 
et al. (2019) included no evidence to support their records. 
Dixon and Soini (1977, 1986) listed C. carinatus from the 
Iquitos Region in northeastern Peru, but Dixon et al. (1993) 
reevaluated the voucher specimens identified as C. carinatus 
by Dixon and Soini (1977, 1986) and determined that these 
were C. exoletus. In addition, PJV examined the specimen 
referred to C. carinatus by Catenazzi et al. (2013) and found 
that it was C. exoletus. Consequently, we agree with Dixon 
et al. (1993), who limited the distribution of C. carinatus to 
northeastern Brazil, the Guianas, and Colombia.

After eliminating misidentifications and relying solely on 
records supported by voucher specimens, we consider only 
seven species of Chironius to be present in Peru, those listed 
in Dixon et al. (1993) and the new record reported herein: C. 
exoletus, C. fuscus, C. leucometapus, C. monticola, C. multiven-
tris, C. scurrula, and C. whipala.
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