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TILED & AMPRIBIAN

he Oriental Ratsnake (Ptyas mucosa) is a common snake rodents, and bats, and even ingesting onions, plastics, cloth,

widely distributed across southern and southeastern Asia ~ and other miscellaneous matter (Whitaker and Captain 2004;
(Uetz et al. 2025), where it inhabits a variety of habitats, =~ Sharma et al. 2026; Saha and Chaudhuri 2017; Parmar and
including forests and areas near human settdlements (Whitaker ~ Patel 2022; Joshi et al. 2023; Samson et al. 2023). I herein
and Captain 2004). This species is a dietary generalist thathas ~ report an observation of scavenging from West Bengal, India.
been recorded feeding on a variety of prey, including anurans, At 1125 h on 16 December 2024, I observed an adult P.
lizards, snakes (including conspecifics), tortoises, birds, mucosa (- 2 m in total length) feeding on an adult Checkered

Figure 1. An Oriental Ratsnake (Ptyas mucosa) scavenging a dead adult Checkered Keelback (Fowlea piscator) at Bortir bil, near Barrackpore, North 24
Parganas District, West Bengal, India. Photographs by Anirban Das.
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Keelback (Fowlea piscator) (- 70 cm in total length) (Fig. 1)
at Bortir bil (22.792433, 88.43384), near Barrackpore, North
24 Parganas District, West Bengal, India. Complete ingestion
took approximately 2 min. The snake was not disturbed and,
after feeding, moved into a nearby paddy field.

The F. piscator initially appeared to be alive, but upon
closer examination, was found to be dead and partially
decomposed prior to being swallowed by the P. mucosa. The
cause of death was unknown.

Snakes usually capture and ingest live prey head-first
(Brown et al. 2003). In this case, however, the ratsnake
ingested the keelback beginning with the posterior part of the
body. This type of feeding behavior is uncommon in snakes
and could be associated with scavenging.
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