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The Dak Krong Mudsnake, Myrrophis dakkrongensis 
Nguyen, Le, Lathrop, Vo, Murphy, and Che 2024, 

was recently described from Dak Glong District, Dak Nong 
Province, Vietnam, as the third species in the genus Myrrophis 
(Nguyen et al. 2024) (the other two species in the genus, M. 
bennettii and M. chinensis, were described by Gray 1842). More 
recently, Chau et al. (2025) recorded this species in Bao Lam 
District, Lam Dong Province, Vietnam, thereby expanding 
its habitat from the freshwater wetlands and forest streams of 
the Dak Krong River Basin to the Dong Nai River Basin. The 
Splendid Fanged Frog, Limnonectes splendissimus Le, Nguyen, 
Murphy, Tran, Nguyen, and Che 2025, was described based 
on specimens from Di Linh and Duc Trong Districts, Lam 
Dong Province, Vietnam. We herein provide the first record of 
predation by M. dakkrongensis on L. splendissimus.

At 2200 h on 17 December 2022, we captured an adult 
female M. dakkrongensis (Fig. 1A) resting in a submerged cav-
ity in a stream in secondary forest in Loc Bac Commune, 
Bao Lam District, Lam Dong Province, Vietnam (11.7787, 
107.6847, WGS 84; elev. 600 m asl). The snake’s morphol-
ogy was consistent with the descriptions provided by Nguyen 
et al. (2024) and Chau et al. (2025). When we fixed and pre-
served the snake (LBA29, Zoology Laboratory, University of 
Science, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam), we found half of a 
frog of the genus Limnonectes in its stomach (Fig. 1B). This 
partially digested frog exhibited morphological characteris-

Predation on a Splendid Fanged Frog 
(Limnonectes splendissimus) by a Dak Krong 

Mudsnake (Myrrophis dakkrongensis) in  
Lam Dong Province, Vietnam

Han Nhat Nguyen1,2, Duong Thi Thuy Le1,2, and Thinh Gia Tran1,2

1Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, Faculty of Biology and Biotechnology, University of Science, Ho Chi Minh City,  
227 Nguyen Van Cu Street, Cho Quan Ward, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam (DTTL: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3832-7944; TTG: trangiathinhKHTN@

gmail.com [corresponding author], https://orcid.org/0009-0009-7386-6503)
2Vietnam National University, Ho Chi Minh City, Dong Hoa Ward, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

HTTPS://JOURNALS.KU.EDU/REPTILESANDAMPHIBIANS

Reptiles & Amphibians ISSN 2332-4961
https://doi.org/10.17161/randa.v32i1.24117

IRCF REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS  •  VOL15, NO 4  •  DEC 2008 189TABLE OF CONTENTS

T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S

F E A T U R E  A R T I C L E S

 Chasing Bullsnakes (Pituophis catenifer sayi) in Wisconsin: 
On the Road to Understanding the Ecology and Conservation of the Midwest’s Giant Serpent ...................... Joshua M. Kapfer 190

 The Shared History of Treeboas (Corallus grenadensis) and Humans on Grenada: 
A Hypothetical Excursion ............................................................................................................................Robert W. Henderson 198

R E S E A R C H  A R T I C L E S

 The Texas Horned Lizard in Central and Western Texas .......................  Emily Henry, Jason Brewer, Krista Mougey, and Gad Perry 204
 The Knight Anole (Anolis equestris) in Florida 

 .............................................Brian J. Camposano, Kenneth L. Krysko, Kevin M. Enge, Ellen M. Donlan, and Michael Granatosky 212

C O N S E R V A T I O N  A L E R T

 World’s Mammals in Crisis  .............................................................................................................................................................   220
 More Than Mammals  ......................................................................................................................................................................   223
 The “Dow Jones Index” of Biodiversity  ...........................................................................................................................................   225

H U S B A N D R Y

 Captive Care of the Central Netted Dragon  ....................................................................................................... Shannon Plummer 226

P R O F I L E

 Kraig Adler: A Lifetime Promoting Herpetology  ................................................................................................ Michael L. Treglia 234

C O M M E N T A R Y

 The Turtles Have Been Watching Me  ........................................................................................................................ Eric Gangloff 238

B O O K  R E V I E W

 Threatened Amphibians of the World edited by S.N. Stuart, M. Hoffmann, J.S. Chanson, N.A. Cox, 
R. Berridge, P. Ramani, and B.E. Young  ..............................................................................................................  Robert Powell 243

 CONSERVATION RESEARCH REPORTS:   Summaries of Published Conservation Research Reports  .................................  245
 NATURAL HISTORY RESEARCH REPORTS:   Summaries of Published Reports on Natural History .................................  247
 NEWBRIEFS  ......................................................................................................................................................................................  248
 EDITORIAL INFORMATION  .....................................................................................................................................................  251
 FOCUS ON CONSERVATION:   A Project You Can Support  ...............................................................................................  252

Front Cover. Shannon Plummer.
Totat et velleseque audant mo 
estibus inveliquo velique rerchil 
erspienimus, quos accullabo. Ilibus 
aut dolor apicto invere pe dolum 
fugiatis maionsequat eumque 
moditia erere nonsedis ma sectiatur 
ma derrovitae voluptam, as quos 
accullabo.

Back Cover. Michael Kern
Totat et velleseque audant mo 

estibus inveliquo velique rerchil 
erspienimus, quos accullabo. Ilibus 

aut dolor apicto invere pe dolum 
fugiatis maionsequat eumque 

moditia erere nonsedis ma sectia-
tur ma derrovitae voluptam, as

IR
C

F

REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS
C O N S E R V AT I O N  A N D  N AT U R A L  H I S T O R Y

Figure 1. An adult female Dak Krong Mudsnake (Myrrophis dakkron-
gensis) from Loc Bac Commune, Bao Lam District, Lam Dong Province, 
Vietnam (A); the Dak Krong Mudsnake (LBA29) with a partly digested 
Splendid Fanged Frog (Limnonectes splendissimus) that had been in the 
snake’s stomach (B); a Splendid Fanged Frog observed at the collection 
site (C). Photographs by Thinh Gia Tran.
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tics consistent with L. splendissimus (Le et al. 2025); we also 
had observed many individuals of L. splendissimus along the 
stream at the collection site (Fig. 1C).

The diet of snakes in the genus Myrrophis consists primar-
ily of fish, with occasional anurans and crustaceans, although 
no prey species were identified by Smith (1943) or Fabre et al. 
(2016). To the best of our knowledge, this is the first docu-
mented case of M. dakkrongensis preying on L. splendissimus. 
Although an isolated observation, this record contributes new 
insights into the natural history and ecology of M. dakkron-
gensis and its prey.
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