HTTPS://JOURNALS.KU.EDU/REPTILESANDAMPHIBIANS

REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS e 32:¢24135 * 2025

REPTILED & AMPHIBIAN

he European Cat Snake (7elescopus fallax Fleischmann

1831), is widely distributed throughout mainland Greece
and on the majority of islands in the Ionian and Aegean
Archipelagos (Grillitsch and Grillitsch 1999; Christopoulos
2022). However, the species might have been introduced to
some Greek islands (Stamfani in the Ionian, and Santorini,
Serifos, and Kasos in the Aegean Sea) via human-mediated
dispersal (Warnecke 1988; Kyriazi et al. 2013; Kornilios and
Thanou 2024).

The island of Ikaria lies in the eastern Aegean Sea and is
one of the largest islands in the area. Previous herpetologi-
cal surveys have yielded detailed accounts of its herpetofauna,
whereas more recent studies have focused on natural history
or provided single-species records (e.g., Clark 1996; Broggi
2001; Allain and Bateman 2018; Grano 2020). Surprisingly,
no records document the presence of 7. fallax on Ikaria Island
(e.g., Grillitsch and Grillitsch 1999; Kirchner 2009). I herein
provide the first record of the species on Ikaria supported by
photographic evidence.

During faunistic surveys on 21 July 2024, I captured a
single subadult 7 fallax under a stone near Mileopo Village
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Figure 1. The single European Cat Snake (7elescopus fallax) found near
Mileopo Village, Ikaria Island, Greece (CUHC 14182). Photograph by
Elias Tzoras.
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(37.64307, 26.23429; Fig. 1). I did not take measurements or
assess scalation but I did deposit a tissue sample at the Comenius
University Herpetological Collection (CUHC 14182) and the
identity of the species was confirmed by Daniel Jablonski. The
biotope, beginning at sea level, consisted of a rocky, hilly area
characterized by dense, low thorny shrubs, typical of phrygana
vegetation (Fig. 2). Subsequent surveys by day and night over a
four-day period yielded no further sightings.

Clark (1996) and Broggi (2001) did not locate the
species during their surveys on the island. However, both
authors indicated that its presence was expected, given its
known occurrence on nearby islands, such as adjacent Samos
(Ioannides et al. 1994). However, an anecdotal record of 7.
fallax from Ikaria was depicted on the species’ range map in
Speybroeck et al. (2016), which was subsequently cited by
Allain and Bateman (2018) and Grano (2020). Unpublished
distributional records are rarely included in such field guides,
although this might have been the result of a typographical
error. In any case, this observation represents the first con-
firmed record of the species on Ikaria Island. The species
appears to be scarce on the island, which could be attribut-
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Figure 2. Habitat of the European Cat Snake (7elescopus fallax) on Ikaria
Island, Greece. Photograph by Elias Tzoras.
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able to a combination of low population density and low
detectability. Telescopus fallax has been documented from
other eastern Aegean islands (e.g., Lipsos, Kalymnos, Kos,
Rhodes, Lesvos, Symi, Tilos, Chios, Armanthia, Pserimos,
Kastellorizo), with some reports based on single individuals,
highlighting the challenges in detecting the species (Dimaki
2004; Kirchner 2009; Kalaentzis et al. 2018; Cattaneo et al.
2020). I suggest that it is likely to occur elsewhere on Ikaria.
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