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In the Greater Caribbean Region, goods, including a
substantial volume of agricultural and landscaping
products, worth hundreds of millions of dollars are imported
annually (Forgenie et al. 2024). Cargos often are not properly
inspected before entering a new country, which provides
opportunities for animal stowaways to disperse to new
regions where many become problematic. Invasive reptiles
in particular have benefitted greatly from shipments of
goods across the world, but other modes of transport into
non-native locations include natural disturbances such as
hurricanes, private vessels and yachts, and intentional and
accidental releases of captive animals (Censky et al. 1998; Gill
et al. 2001; Lever 2003; Kraus 2009; Johnson 2020).

The Green Iguana (Iguana iguana), a species that has
benefitted greatly from globalization, is native to Central
and South America and some West Indian islands (Krysko
et al. 2007). Green Iguanas are invasive in The Bahamas.
They were first observed in the nation in the 1990s and have
since spread and become established on a number of islands,
including Grand Bahama, Abaco, Berry Islands, Bimini,
Eleuthera, and New Providence (Knapp et al. 2011; Johnson
2020). We herein report the first sighting of a Green Iguana
on Long Island, The Bahamas.

At 1830 h on 6 April 2025, ZC and RC saw a large
iguana at the Lighthouse Point Restaurant at the Flying Fish
Marina in Clarence Town, Long Island (23.10245, 74.96043;
Fig. 1). It was captured that same evening and placed in a cat
trap. On 11 April 2025, ZC sent the photographs to S] for
identification, who forwarded them to Jonathan B. Losos,
Washington University in St. Louis, Robert W. Henderson,
Milwaukee Public Museum, and Joseph A. Wasilewski,
Natural Selections of South Florida, Inc., who confirmed
the identity of the species. A photographic voucher has been
deposited in the Florida Museum of Natural History (UF
Herp 195904). On 2 May 2025, the animal was shipped to
Nassau, where it is currently housed at the Ardastra Gardens
and Wildlife Conservation Centre.
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On 17 May, while in captivity, HH observed the iguana
expelling eggs (Fig. 2) and expressed concern that it could
have laid eggs prior to capture. Based on observations of
Green Iguanas established in The Bahamas, females at that
time of year have mature oviductal eggs ready to be fertilized
or shelled eggs ready to be laid. Considering where the animal
was found, precautionary searches are warranted to determine
if other iguanas, possibly including additional gravid females,
arrived on the island, or if eggs were laid by this female or
other introduced individuals had subsequently hatched.

Green Iguanas are large lizards, reaching snout-vent
lengths of 50 ¢cm and total lengths of 200 cm (Falcén et al.
2013). A female can lay 10-71 eggs, usually in sandy open
areas like beaches (Krysko et al. 2007). Their large size,
adaptability, and propensity to destroy landscaping plants,
and creation of unsanitary conditions in and around marinas,
decks, and pools render them highly problematic (Wasilewski
etal. 2022).

To mitigate future introductions, we strongly recommend
that all shipping containers arriving on Long Island be
thoroughly inspected. Given Florida’s role as a major shipping
hub for Bahamian imports, stricter inspection protocols
at departure points also are necessary. Furthermore, The
Bahamas must adopt a more proactive biosecurity strategy,
as the frequency at which exotic species are being introduced

Figure 1. A Green Iguana ([guana iguana) found at Lighthouse Point
Marina, Long Island, The Bahamas. Photograph by Zoe Cartwright.
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Figure 2. A recently captured Green Iguana (lguana iguana) from Long
Island expelling an egg while in captivity at the Ardastra Gardens and
Wildlife Conservation Centre. Photograph by Hendrew Haley.

is increasing. Since 2015, a number of new island or national
records of exotic and invasive herpetofauna have been recorded
(Johnson 2018, 2020, 2021; Johnson and Francios 2018;
Johnson and Gibson 2018; Johnson et al. 2018; Johnson
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and Knowles 2019). Also, several exotic species, including the
Green Iguana, are expanding their ranges in the archipelago,
often posing serious ecological threats to native fauna, including
endangered endemic rock iguanas (Johnson 2020).
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