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he Glossy Swampsnake, Liodytes rigida (Say 1825), is a

small, semiaquatic natricine that occurs from southeast-
ern Virginia south to northern Florida and as far west as east-
ern Texas (Powell et al. 2016). Liodytes rigida occurs in a wide
variety of wetland habitats throughout its range, including
ponds, lakes, swamps, streams, floodplains, canals, and drain-
age ditches (Enge 1997; Gibbons and Dorcas 2004). The spe-
cies has also been reported from sandjack oak uplands (Fitch
1949), deciduous woodlands (Ford et al. 1991), and mesic
flatwoods (Enge 1997).

In Alabama, L. rigida is found throughout the Coastal
Plain, Red Hills, and Fall Line Hills, where it is highly secre-
tive and rarely observed (Guyer et al. 2019). Several counties
where L. rigida occurs or is presumed to occur have limited
or absent locality information (GBIF 2023; Fig. 1). Further,
most records of L. rigida in Alabama are over 40 years old, with
more recent records being primarily restricted to the southern
part of the state (GBIF 2023; Fig. 1). We herein report the
first record of Liodytes rigida from Elmore County, Alabama.

At 2140 h on 16 May 2025, AMG encountered a juve-
nile L. rigida (SVL 170 mm; Fig. 2) in Elmore County,
Alabama, USA (32.52310, -86.01009), about 14 km north
of the nearest vouchered specimen in Macon County (AUM
10401), which was collected on 29 June 1968. The snake
was in a saltwater-pool skimmer (Fig. 2) following a week
of rainy conditions. The temperature was 22.8° C at the
time of capture. After taking photographs and collecting a
tail tip, the snake was released at a creek near the site of cap-
ture. Photographs and tail tip were deposited in the Auburn
University Museum of Natural History (AHAP-D 2870) and
the identity of the species was verified by David Laurencio
and Dr. Daniel A. Warner.
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Figure 1. Map showing known localities of the Glossy Swampsnake
(Liodytes rigida) in Alabama. Gray circles indicate records prior to 1985.
Blue circles indicate records from 1985 and later. The yellow diamond
indicates the location of the observation reported herein. Data sourced
from GBIF (2023). Guyer et al. (2019) included three additional records
of L. rigida from Mobile County that are not depicted here, as those
records were likely sourced from a dataset that is not included on GBIF.
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Figure 2. A juvenile Glossy Swampsnake (Liodytes rigida) (left) encountered on 16 May 2025 in Elmore County, Alabama, USA, and the pool skimmer

(right) where the snake was found. Photographs by Ava M. Gibson.
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back on our map.

Literature Cited

Enge, K.M. 1997. Habitat occurrence of Florida’s native amphibians and reptiles.
Technical Report No. 16. Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission,
Tallahassee, Florida, USA.

Fitch, H.S. 1949. Road counts of snakes in western Louisiana. Herpetologica 5: 87-90.

Ford, N.B., V.A. Cobb, and J. Stout. 1991. Species diversity and seasonal abun-
dance of snakes in a mixed pine-hardwood forest of eastern Texas. The

Southwestern Naturalist 36: 171-177. https://doi.org/10.2307/3671917.

GBIF Secretariat. 2023. Liodytes rigida (Say, 1825). In: GBIF Backbone Taxonomy.
Checklist dataset. <https://www.gbif.org/species/9273680>.

Gibbons, J.W. and M.E. Dorcas. 2004. North American Watersnakes: A Natural
History. University of Oklahoma Press, Norman, Oklahoma, USA.

Guyer, C., M.A. Bailey, and R.-H. Mount. 2019. Lizards and Snakes of Alabama.
University of Alabama Press, Tuscaloosa, Alabama, USA.

Powell, R., R. Conant, and J.T. Collins. 2016. Peterson Field Guide to Reptiles and
Amphibians of Eastern and Central North America. 4th ed. Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt, Boston, Massachusetts, USA.





