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he African Red Toad (Schismaderma carens) is widely dis-

tributed throughout southeastern Africa, including sev-
eral provinces in South Africa (Limpopo, Free State, Gauteng,
and KwaZulu-Natal) that include noticeably different biomes
(Ngwenya et al. 2025). Such a broad geographic and ecologi-
cal distribution reflects the species’ capacity to exploit a wide
variety of habitats (Rutherford et al. 2006; Ngwenya et al.
2025).

The species shows considerable variation in color, with
individuals ranging from bright red to orange-gray; the dor-
sum is comparatively smoother than that of many other toads
of similar build and features two circular greenish-black spots
on either side of the vertebral line on the posterior third of the
back; distinct dorsolateral glandular ridges with darker lower
margins extend from above the tympana to the hindlimbs;
the tympana are conspicuously large and round, approxi-
mately equal in diameter to the eye (Channing and Howell
2006; Baptista et al. 2021; Dehling and Sinsch 2023).

At about 1200 h on 25 June 2025, we encountered a S.
carens beneath stones adjacent to lodging in KwaZulu-Natal
Province (-28.728204, 29.703962) that displayed traumatic
globe luxation, a rare injury with a dramatic clinical presen-
tation in which the eyeball is expelled from the socket due
to a reduction in intraorbital pressure, which is frequently
attributed to trauma in the head and neck region (Gupta et
al. 2017; Boesoirie et al. 2025). The left eye of the toad was
extending out of its socket and was discolored, likely due to
necrosis.

In the same microhabitat, we encountered several other
organisms, including a Highveld Lesser-thicktail Scorpion
(Uroplectes triangulifer) that might have been preparing to
enter hibernation, a strategy employed to withstand envi-
ronmental stressors such as harsh winter conditions and food
scarcity (Jiang et al. 2023). Although not a natural predator
of the toad, any close approach by the toad could provoke a
defensive response or trigger physical conflict. Uroplectes tri-
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Figure 1. An African Red Toad (Schismaderma carens) with an obvious
traumatic globe luxation of the left eye. Photograph by Steven J.R. Allain.

angulifer possesses powerful chelae (claws) capable of inflict-
ing trauma as well as a telson (stinger) that, if thrust behind
the eye without envenomation, could potentially dislodge the
orbit. However, given the habitat in which the toad was dis-
covered, the trauma was more likely caused by the movement
of rocks.

I am unaware of any records documenting cases of trau-
matic globe luxation in amphibians, potentially due to the
lethality of the condition. The injury would not only com-
promise vision but the exposed orbital socket would leave
the individual open to severe infection with easy access to the
brain. Therefore, this observation appears to be a rare example
of the resilience of this species.
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