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Systematic Descriptions: Section Etyoida 1 

Superfamily 
GECARCINUCOIDEA  

Rathbun, 1906
[nom. transl. HoltHuis, 1979, p. 25, ex Gecarcinucinae RatHbun, 

1906, p. 66]

Carapace ovate to rectangular, usually 
wider than long, smooth, regions very 
weakly defined; epigastric and postorbital 
cristae usually well defined; front usually 
entire; anterolateral and posterolateral 
margins distinct, anterolateral margin 
usually with one spine; mandibular palp 
with three articles; both male and female 
pleons with all somites free; gonopod 1 well 
chitinized, terminal segment always simple, 
without spines or processes; gonopod 2 
short. [Emended from Davie, Guinot, & 
nG, 2015.] Holocene.

Family GECARCINUCIDAE  
Rathbun, 1906

[Gecarcinucinae RatHbun, 1906, p. 66] [=Liotelphusinae 
bott, 1969, p. 361]

Branchial regions strongly inflated, antero-
lateral margins with one spine; front with 
indistinct median triangle, overall straight; 
orbits straight; anterolateral margin obtuse, 
entire; third maxillipeds not extending to 
the front of the epistome, exopod without 
or with reduced flagellum. [Emended from 
RatHbun, 1906.] Holocene.
Gecarcinucus H. Milne eDwaRDs, 1844, p. 4 [*G. 

jacquemontii, p. 4, pl. 1; M]. Carapace ovate, much 
wider than long; branchial regions strongly inflated; 
axial regions moderately defined; front straight, 

orbits shallow. [Emended from H. Milne eDwaRDs, 
1844.] Holocene: India.——FiG. 1,1a–b. *G. jacque-
montii, Holocene, India, dorsal (a) and ventral (b)
views (RatHbun, 1905, pl. 21,1–2, original image 
2/3 natural size).

Family PARATHELPHUSIDAE  
Alcock, 1910

[nom. transl. bott, 1968, p. 403 pro Paratelphusinae alcock, 
1910, p. 255]

[=Spiralothelphusinae bott, 1968, p. 404; =Somanniathel-
phusinae bott, 1968, p. 406; =Ceylonthelphusinae bott, 
1969, p. 364; =Sundathelphusidae bott, 1969, p. 362; =Nau-

tilothelphusini Števčić, 2005]  

Anterolateral margins with one or more 
spines, may be very reduced; median triangle 
of front well developed, prominent; exopod 
of third maxilliped with long flagellum; male 
pleon broad posteriorly, narrowing at somite 
5 or 6, telson long. [Emended from alcock, 
1910.] Holocene.
Parathelphusa H. Milne eDwaRDs, 1853, p. 171 [*P. 

tridentata, p. 171, pl. 13,1; SD RatHbun, 1905, p. 
228] [=Palawanthelphusa bott, 1969, p. 365 (type, 
Potamon (Parathelphusa) tridentata var. pulcherrima 
De Man, 1902, p. 550, pl. 20,15, OD)]. Front 
wide; transverse crest present, positioned posterior 
to front of carapace; anterolateral margins with 
strong spines. [Emended from H. Milne eDwaRDs, 
1853.] Holocene: Southeast Asia.——FiG. 1,2. *P. 
tridentata, dorsal carapace (H. Milne eDwaRDs, 
1853, pl. 13,1, original image natural size).

REFERENCES
Alcock, Alfred. 1910. On the classification of the 

Potamonidae (Telphusidae). Records of the Indian 
Museum 5:253–261.

Bott, Richard. 1968. Parathelphusiden aus Hinter-
indien (Crustacea, Decapoda, Parathelphusidae). 
Senckenbergiana biologica 49:403–422.

© 2020, The University of Kansas, Paleontological Institute, ISSN (online) 2153-4012

Schweitzer, C. E., & R. M. Feldmann. 2020. Part R, Revised, Volume 1, Chapter 8T12: Systematic descriptions: 
Superfamily Gecarcinucoidea. Treatise Online 140:1–2, 1 fig.

PART R, REVISED, VOLUME 1, CHAPTER 8T12:  
SYSTEMATIC DESCRIPTIONS: SUPERFAMILY  

GECARCINUCOIDEA

caRRie e. scHweitzeR1 and RoDney M. FelDMann2

[1Department of Geology, Kent State University at Stark, cschweit@kent.edu; 2Department of Geology, Kent State University, rfeldman@kent.edu]



2 Treatise Online, number 140

Bott, Richard. 1969. Flußkrabben aus Asien und ihre 
Klassifikation. Senckenbergiana biologica 50:359–
366.

Davie, P. J. F., Danièle Guinot, & P. K. L. Ng. 2015. 
Systematics and Classification of Brachyura. Treatise 
on Zoology, Taxonomy, Biology. The Crustacea 9 
(C–II Decapoda Brachyura [part 2]):1049–1130.

De Man, J. G. 1902. Die von Herrn Professor Küken-
thal im Indischen Archipel gesammelten Deka-
poden und Stomatopoden. Ergebnisse einer Zo-
ologischen Forschungsreise in den Molukken und 
Borneo. Sonderabdruck aus den Abhandlungen der 
Senckenbergischen Naturforschenden Gesellschaft 
25(3):467–929, pl. 19–27.

Holthuis, L. B. 1979. Cavernicolous and terrestrial 
decapod Crustacea from Northern Sarawak, Borneo. 
Zoologische Verhandelingen 171:3–47, 8 pl.

Milne Edwards, Henri. 1844. Crustacés. Description 
des Collections. Zoologie. In V. Jacquemont, ed., 
Voyage dans L’Inde (4):1–9, pl. 1–3.

Milne Edwards, Henri. 1853. Notes sur quelques crus-
tacés nouveaux ou peu connus conserves dans la col-
lection du Muséum d’Histoire naturelle. Archives du 
Muséum d’Histoire naturelle 7:145–192, pl. 9–16.

Rathbun, M. J. 1905. Les Crabes d’eau douce (Pota-
monidae). Nouvelles Archives du Muséum d’Histoire 
Naturelle, Paris (4)7:159–321, pl.13–22.

Rathbun, M. J. 1906. Les Crabes d’eau douce (Pota-
monidae). Nouvelles Archives du Muséum d’Histoire 
Naturelle, Paris (4)8:5–122.

Števčić, Zdravko. 2005. The reclassification of brachy-
uran crabs (Crustacea: Decapoda: Brachyura). Natura 
Croatica 14 (supplement) (1):1–159. 

1a Gecarcinucus

1b

2  Parathelphusa

RMF 154 Gecarcinucoidea. 1. Gecarcinus
jacquemontii H. Milne Edwards, 1844. 1a,
dorsal; 1b, ventral. Scale in text, Holocene,
India. 2. Parathelphusa tridentata H. Milne
Edwards, 1853. Scale in text, Holocene, 
southeast Asia. 

FiG. 1. Gecarcinucoidae, Parathelphusidae (p. 1).


