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Carl Schurz and German-American
Newspaper Publishers

When Carl Schurz and his new bride, Margarethe Meyer Schurz, arrived
in America in September 1852, their only source of income was her family
inheritance, carefully doled out by her brother Adolph Meyer in Hamburg.
After almost two years in America with no regular income except for what he
earned for articles he wrote for a New York newspaper, Schurz was interested
in establishing himself in some type of business to provide for his family.
Over the next years he pursued a number of business ventures and careers: a
retail musical instrument business in Philadelphia, real estate speculation and
farming, notary public and president of an insurance company in Watertown,
Wisconsin, lecturer on the Lyceum circuit, and in 1858 lawyer in partnership
with Halbert E. Paine in Milwaukee.! Of all the lines of work that Schurz
tried, he admitted that the Lyceum lecture circuit allowed him “to replenish
his exhausted bank account in the shortest possible time.”> However, when
not lecturing or in government service, Schurz turned to journalism, clearly
his favorite line of work.

Already as a student at the University of Bonn, Schurz had demonstrated
a talent for writing and speaking. At the age of nineteen he wrote articles
for the Bonner Zeitung, a daily newspaper, established by a group of demo-
cratic students and citizens and edited by Schurz’s art history professor at the
University of Bonn and mentor, Gottfried Kinkel. Every day Schurz had to
produce one or two articles, and when Kinkel was elected to the Parliament in
Berlin, Schurz took over the editorship of the Bonner Zeitung.® It was there-
fore not surprising that when Carl Schurz immigrated to America that he
continued to write articles to supplement his income, and that once he had
settled in Watertown, Wisconsin, in 1856, that he was soon involved in the
local newspaper business.
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Who were the German-American
newspapermen with whom Carl Schurz
worked, developed life-long friendships,
and through whom he found employment
when he was not in government service? It
is not surprising that many of these news-
papermen were fellow Forty-Eighters, who
like Schurz were well educated and with
whom he had much in common. In the
words of Hildegard Binder Johnson, “No
profession seems to have been more conge-
nial to the Forty-eighter than journalism.”
The major German-American newspaper-
men considered here are David Blumen-
feld, Emil Rothe, Hermann Lindemann,
and Charles J. Palme in Watertown, Wis-
consin; Emil Preetorius in St. Louis, Mis-
souri; and Henry Villard in New York City.

When Schurz settled his wife and
daughter in Watertown, Wisconsin, in fall
of 1856, the city had two newspapers: the Democrat, an English-language
newspaper founded by editor D. W. Ballou in 1853, and Der Anzeiger, a
German newspaper established in the same year by David Blumenfeld, a
Forty-Eighter from Wiirttemberg, Germany, and John Kopp, a pressman
with whom Blumenfeld had worked in Schwerin, Germany.’ Born in the city
of Creglingen in Wiirttemberg on February 13, 1828, Blumenfeld attended
public schools and at the age of thirteen was sent to Stuttgart to train as a
printer. In 1848 he left Stuttgart to work as a journeyman printer in Neu-
wied, Diisseldorf, and Schwerin. In June 1850 he decided to immigrate to
America and settled in Racine, Wisconsin, where he was hired by Kohlmann
Brothers to set type for a new German newspaper. However, a year later he
moved to Milwaukee to become the office foreman for Moritz Schoeffler’s
Banner, the first German newspaper published in Wisconsin on September
7, 1844.° In September 1852, Blumenfeld married Nancy Lewensen from
Schwerin, Germany, and a year later the couple moved from Milwaukee to
Watertown, where they raised seven children. On August 27, 1853, Blumen-
feld and his friend John Kopp, who had followed him to Milwaukee and then
to Watertown, published the first issue of their German Democratic weekly,
Der Anzeiger.

In October of 1857 Emil Rothe, one of the editors of Der Anzeiger, estab-
lished a second German newspaper in Watertown, Der Welthiirger. Schurz was

Fig. 1. Carl Schurz, 1829-1906.

70



Carl Schurz and German-American Newspaper Publishers

hired to replace Rothe as editor of Der An-
zeiger, but his tenure lasted only two weeks
because his views differed too greatly from
the Democratic owners of the paper, and he
was dismissed for being “too Republican”
and was replaced by another Forty-Eight-
er, Joseph Englemann. The following year
the newspapers merged as Der Weltbiirger
und Anzeiger, and in 1859 the name was
changed to Der Watertown Weltbiirger with
Blumenfeld as sole owner and publisher
and Rothe as editor for the political section.
This arrangement lasted until 1862, when
Rothe resigned from the paper to pursue
elected office at the state level. Blumenfeld
continued to publish Der Welthiirger for
over five decades until his death on September 24, 1905, when his son Moritz
took over as editor.®

Blumenfeld became a prominent member of the Watertown community
and served as alderman from the sixth ward on the city Common Council, as
a member on the city school board, and as secretary of the local Democratic
Committee for over thirty years. As one of Wisconsin’s pioneer journalists
he was highly respected for his integrity and fairness, and his Weltbiirger was
regarded as one of the best German newspapers in Wisconsin and enjoyed a
wide circulation in German communities outside of Watertown.’

In spite of their differing political loyalties, Schurz and Blumenfeld
shared a common interest in the newspaper publishing business and became
life-long friends. During what was probably Schurz’s last visit to Watertown
in 1872, he and Blumenfeld spent an afternoon reminiscing in the latter’s
garden, and Blumenfeld’s son Ralph recalls in his autobiography that he
heard Schurz describe the power of the press to his father: “I would rather be
head of the New York Herald than president or king or any sort of ruler, for in
my opinion the editor of the New York Herald wields greater power with more
opportunity and prestige than anyone that I can think of”"°

The friendship between Schurz and Emil Rothe dated back to their stu-
dent days in Germany when they both attended the meeting of the Ger-
man Students Association in Eisenach in September 1848, where Rothe was
elected president of the assembly. At the second meeting of the Association
Schurz succeeded him in this position." Both men were well educated, began
journalistic careers already as students, and both had to flee Germany because
of their involvement in the 1848 Revolution.

Fig. 2. David Blumenfeld, 1828-1905.
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Emil Rothe was born on Sep-
tember 23, 1826, in Guhrau, Sile-
sia. His father, a physician, saw to it
that Emil received a first-class Gym-
nasium education in Lissa, Glogau,
and Breslau, after which he studied
law at the University of Breslau for
three years and then spent a semes-
ter studying law at the universities
in Jena, Heidelberg, and Berlin be-
fore returning to Breslau in 1847
to prepare for his state exam. As a
student Rothe was an enthusiastic
member of the German Students
Association and became one of its Fig. 3. Emil Rothe, 1826-1895.
most eloquent spokesmen. In 1848
Rothe together with fellow students Max Friedlinder and Robert Gieseke
authored the manifesto of the German Students Association, which they de-
livered to the National Assembly meeting in Frankfurt am Main. As a cor-
respondent for several newspapers Rothe reported on the German Parliament
and was sent to report from France and Italy. When Rothe learned that a war-
rant for his arrest had been issued because of his participation in the student
protests in Berlin and Breslau, he fled to Danzig, where he was able to book
passage on a Norwegian ship to Christiania, Norway. From there he sailed
to Glasgow, Scotland, and then by English ship to New York, arriving in the
spring of 1849. Coming from a well-to-do family, Rothe had sufficient funds
to purchase a small farm with a peach orchard in what is now West Hoboken,
New Jersey, where he planned to grow vegetables and tobacco in addition
to peaches. Since he knew little about farming, he hired a young black man
from New York to help him in the fields and allowed him to live in his home.
To treat his black hired man as an equal and not as a slave caused his anti-
abolitionist neighbors to view him with disdain, and they would have noth-
ing to do with him. After the tobacco had been harvested and dried that fall,
Rothe and his hired man started making cigars, but before he could bring his
cigars to market on the other side of the Hudson, his servant along with the
entire stock of cigars had disappeared and was never seen again. As a result of
this financial loss, Rothe was forced to sell his small farm. Since Wisconsin
at the time was advertised in the East as a favorite destination for German
settlers, Rothe set out for Wisconsin in 1850. After a few months in Milwau-
kee he settled in Watertown. Here he and his partner, Theodore Bernhard, a
Forty-Eighter from Berlin,'? started the first cigar business in Wisconsin, but
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when this venture failed, he turned to farming, the newspaper business, and
to reading law. After being admitted to the Wisconsin Bar, he opened a law
practice and presented cases not only before the Dodge and Jefferson County
courts, but also before the Wisconsin Supreme Court. He held elected posi-
tions in Watertown, including alderman, justice of the peace, city attorney,
and county supervisor, and served as probate judge and attorney for Jefferson
County. In 1860 he was chosen as a delegate from Wisconsin to the national
Democratic conventions in Charleston and Baltimore, where he campaigned
for the nomination of Stephen A. Douglas as presidential candidate. He left
his editorial position at Der Welthiirger to run in the elections of 1862 and
1864 as the Democratic candidate for secretary of state, but lost in both elec-
tions."? However, in 1863 he was elected to the Wisconsin Assembly.'*

In 1854 Emil Rothe married Johanna Ducassé, the daughter of Charles
M. Ducassé, a Forty-Eighter, who had been an architect and surveyor in
Darmstadt, Germany, before settling in Watertown, and the couple had five
children.” Rothe was one of the few church-going freethinkers of Watertown
and was elected to the first church council of the Evangelical German Church
of Watertown, which had no synodical affiliation and could appoint either a
Lutheran or Reformed pastor.'

In fall 1869 Rothe received an offer to become the chief editor of the
Cincinnati Volksfreund for a salary of $3000 dollars. On the advice of his
friend David Blumenfeld, Rothe accepted the position and left Watertown,
which had been his home for seventeen years. After four years in Ohio Rothe
returned to the practice of law and became a prominent member of Cincin-
nati society. He was one of the founders of the Cincinnati German Literary
Club and was elected as its first president. Here he was a frequent speaker on
topics ranging from history and politics to culture and agriculture. Known
for his oratorical skills, Rothe was often called on to speak at civic and social
events and was recognized as the foremost spokesperson of Cincinnati’s large
German-American community. He died in Cincinnati, Ohio, on April 27,
1895.7

The friendship of Rothe and Schurz, first begun in Germany, continued
in Wisconsin. They served together on the Watertown Common Council and
were frequent hunting partners. They often clashed when it came to politics,
since Rothe’s loyalty to the Democratic Party was as strong as Schurz’s alle-
giance to the Republicans, and at times it looked as if their political affiliation
would end their friendship. Both men were still working to become fluent
in English while living in Watertown, but they were soon well known in
the Midwest for their oratorical skills, especially when campaigning for their
respective parties. They were both abolitionists and railed against nativistic
and anti-foreign policies. While Schurz garnered his fair share of unfavorable
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coverage in the local Democratic press, with some papers even stooping so
low as to spell his name “Shirts,” no attack rankled Schurz as much as the
charge made by the Beaver Dam Democrat that he had been able to keep his
considerable wealth in Germany, while the assets of his former revolutionary
comrades had been confiscated, and that he was a Prussian spy sent to hunt
down his former revolutionary friends. Schurz suspected that his friend Emil
Rothe was the source of this slander, but when this later proved to be false,
the two reconciled.' In 1872, during what was probably SchurZs last visit to
Watertown, Schurz and Rothe traveled together to Watertown to campaign
for Horace Greeley. They shared the platform in the Public Square, now Vet-
erans Memorial Park, where they spoke to a crowd of seven to eight thousand
people, Schurz for two hours in English about the failures of the Grant ad-
ministration followed by Rothe in German for a half hour."

Since both the Democrat and Der Weltbiirger were Democratic newspa-
pers, Schurz felt Watertown needed a Republican paper, and with a subsidy
from the Republican Party he founded the Volkszeitung in 1857 with Her-
mann von Lindemann as editor and Charles J. Palme as assistant editor. The
paper announced that it would be “independent, but not neutral”; that its
editorial policy would advocate for self-government with few restrictions,
strongly oppose slavery, resist temperance and Puritan Sabbath laws, and
condemn financial greed and corruption in government; and that it would
remain Republican as long the party adhered to these principles. The Volks-
zeitung began publication with a unique format with one side written in Ger-
man by Lindemann and with the other side written in English by Schurz.
This arrangement eventually was abandoned, and the paper was written only
in German. While the Wisconsin State Journal welcomed the Volkszeitung with
enthusiasm as the voice of the Republican Party in a Democratic stronghold,
it never became popular with the residents of Watertown and consequently
existed only through the presidential election of 1860.%

Before coming to Wisconsin Hermann von Lindemann had been the
editor of the Dresden Gazerte. Because of his involvement in the 1848 Revo-
lution, he was arrested and condemned to death, but he was able to escape
and flee to America. Here he decided to drop the von from his name and
eventually settled in Watertown, where he was recognized for his writing abil-
ity and was viewed as a protégé of Schurz. Like his mentor, Lindemann soon
became involved in Wisconsin politics and served as a presidential elector for
Lincoln in 1860, but he arrived in Washington, D.C., a day late and therefore
was not able to cast his state’s vote. He left Watertown for Madison to work
as an editor for the Staars-Zeitung untl it ceased publication in 1861. When
the Civil War broke out, Lindemann and Palme received appointments in the
State Quartermaster’s Office in Madison, and sometime towards the end of
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the war both men moved to St.
Louis, Missouri. In 1864 Lin-
demann was listed as co-editor
of the Westliche Post in St. Louis
with Emil Preetorius, who had
just become part owner of the
Post. However, on April 11,
1865, Lindemann’s name dis-
appeared from the masthead
of the paper and was replaced
by that of Theodor Plate, who
was more involved in the busi-
ness side of the Posz. Two years
later the name of Carl Schurz
replaced that of Plate when Fig. 4. Emil Preetorius, 1827-1905.
Preetorius asked Schurz to join

him as co-editor of the Westliche Post. After leaving the Westliche Post in St.
Louis, Lindemann published the Democrat in St. Charles, Missouri. He died
on November 26, 1871, in Jefferson City, Missouri.*!

Like Schurz and Lindemann, Charles J. Palme, was also a refugee of
the 1848 Revolution and settled in Watertown, Wisconsin, in 1854. When
Schurz appointed Palme as the assistant editor of the Volkszeitung in 1857,
the two men were business partners and advertised their services as notaries
public and land agents in the Watertown Democrar.?* When the Volkszeitung
ceased publication, Palme purchased the Madison Demokrat in October of
1860 and made it a Republican paper. However, not long after the election
the paper merged with the Wisconsin Staars-Zeitung, where Lindemann was
an editor.”? Palme and Lindemann must have moved to St. Louis, Missouri,
about the same time after leaving their positions in the Wisconsin Quarter-
master’s Office. Palme’s name appeared as a resident in Richard Edwards’ Cizy
Directory of St. Louis between 1865 and 1869, and his profession was listed
as clerk, editor, translator for the city government of St. Louis, and notary
public.?* In 1869 he returned to Wisconsin to become the chief editor of the
Milwaukee Herold, a German Republican paper, after the death of Bernhard
Domschke, who had founded the Herold in 1861 with W. W. Coleman. In
1879 Palme resigned the editorship of the Herold to accept a position as the
superintendent of the Government Paper Factory in Pepperell, Massachu-
setts, an appointment that he obtained with the help of Schurz. Palme died
soon after moving from Wisconsin to Massachusetts on September 8, 1879,
at the age of sixty-two.”
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After Schurz was admitted to the bar in Wisconsin, he became a partner
in the law firm of Halbert E. Paine in Milwaukee on January 1, 1859. At the
same time Schurz agreed to contribute articles on a regular basis to the radical
Republican German weekly in Milwaukee, Der Atlas, published by Bernhard
Domschke, a Forty-Eighter and pastor from Dresden, who had become a
freethinker and one of the leading German Republicans in Wisconsin.*

At the end of the Civil War, Horace Greeley asked Schurz to take over the
Washington news bureau of the New York 77ibune as chief correspondent.
Schurz accepted the position on condition that he only be required to stay
until the end of the session of Congress in the winter. In his Reminiscences
Schurz recalled this as his entry into “the journalistic fraternity” and stated
that journalism was the profession that he enjoyed the most:

My most agreeable experience consisted in my association with other
members of the craft. I found among correspondents of the press a
number of gentlemen of uncommon ability and high principle—gen-
uine gentlemen who loved the truth for its own sake, who heartily
detested sham and false pretense, and whose sense of honor was the
finest. . . . My more or less intimate contact with public men, high
and low, was not so uniformly gratifying.””

In spring of 1866 Zachariah Chandler, the radical Republican senator
from Michigan, urged Schurz to accept the offer to become the editor in chief
of the Detroit Post, which was officially established on March 27 of that year
and which Chandler hoped would become the voice of the Republican Party
in the state. While Schurz would have preferred St. Louis because of the large
German population in Missouri, he needed a steady income and the future of
the Detroit Post looked promising.”®

Schurz barely mentioned the year that he spent in Detroit in his Reminis-
cences, undoubtedly because it was not a particularly happy one. In a letter of
June 10, 1866, to his brother-in-law, Heinrich Meyer, Schurz described the
first major disaster, a fire in the Detroit post office that destroyed two large
boxes containing some of the most cherished possessions of Carl and his wife,
Margarethe. Among these personal effects were letters that Schurz had writ-
ten to his wife, detailed diary notes about special events of the last fourteen
years, all their pictures, all of Schurz’s manuscripts and notes, prized letters
from prominent people, such as Lincoln, his Civil War relics, including the
division flag and his sword, and all of his military books as well as most of
his political economy and history library.”® As chief editor, Schurz, who was
not particularly well suited to daily routines, now had to put in long hours in
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the office collecting and writing articles for each edition of the Post and then
shepherding the paper though the printing process, often until late into the
night. Worrisome was also the fact that the fledgling newspaper was losing
money, thus endangering Schurz’s income. Since Margarethe did not tolerate
well the summer heat of Detroit, Schurz sent his wife and children to spend
the summer on their farm in Watertown, Wisconsin, but separation from
his family did not improve his spirits. Since the Posz did not have a Sunday
paper, Schurz was able to supplement his income by writing editorials for the
German-language weekly, the Detroit Familien-Blitter, established in 1866
by two German immigrants from Kassel, Conrad and August Marxhausen.*

The spring of 1867 was to deal Schurz two more devastating blows.
When the administrator for the estate of the deceased John Jackson, from
whom Schurz had purchased his farm in Watertown, Wisconsin, in 1855,
sued for foreclosure of the mortgage, Schurz was unable to come up with
the necessary funds to pay what he still owed on the mortgage, and the farm
was sold at a sheriff’s sale on Saturday, March 30, 1867. At the same time,
while on a campaign trip to Connecticut, Schurz had to rush home because
his three-year-old daughter, Emilie (Emmy) Savannah Schurz, was seriously
ill, and she died on the same day the Schurzes lost their farm in Wisconsin.
While the loss of their daughter was difficult for both parents, it affected
Margarethe’s health to such an extent that she was hardly able to make the
move to St. Louis, where Carl had accepted a position as editor with the lead-
ing German newspaper, the Westliche Post. Schurz decided to send his wife to
Wiesbaden, Germany, to recuperate, where his two daughters would attend
German schools. While his family remained in Germany for the next two
years, Schurz was able to spend Christmas 1867 with them and remained in
Germany until March. It was during this time that he visited Berlin and was
invited to meet Bismarck.’!

On a lecture trip to St. Louis in spring 1867, Schurz had had the good
fortune to meet Emil Preetorius, a fellow Forty-Eighter and editor of the
Westliche Post (later the St. Louis Post). Preetorius felt that Schurz would be
the ideal person to join him as co-editor of the Posz since one of the partners,
Theodor Olshausen, also a Forty-Eighter, wanted to retire and sell his interest
in the newspaper.’* The only problem was that Schurz, who had just lost his
farm in Watertown, Wisconsin, was in no position to purchase a share of the
Post. Preetorius and his lawyer, James Taussig, raised $10,000 within twenty-
four hours from twenty wealthy German friends to make it possible for the
financially strapped Schurz to purchase enough shares of the newspaper to
become co-owner. Within two years Schurz was able to repay this loan as well
as pay off some of his old debts. In fact, Schurz kept his financial stake in the
Westliche Post until his death.”
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In his Reminiscences Schurz described Preetorius as someone who had
brought “all the idealism of 1848” to his new home in America, where he had
become one of the leaders of the German-born citizens of St. Louis:

He was a man of absolute rectitude and honor and of infinite good-
ness of heart. His generosity seemed to know no thought of selfish
advantage. There was something inspiring in the constant freshness
of his enthusiasms for all that was good and great and beautiful, and
his wrath at every wrong and meanness. His intense patriotism was
that of a man of lofty ideals, and any service he could render to his
country, was to him a source of almost childlike joy.**

Although fellow Forty-Eighters, Schurz and Preetorius apparently had not
known each other in Germany. Even though they did not always think alike
because, as Schurz put it, Preetorius was much more “partisan,” they devel-
oped a lifelong friendship. Since his wife and daughters left for Germany
shortly after moving to St. Louis, Schurz was invited to live in Preetorius’s
apartment.”

Emil Preetorius was born on March 15, 1827, in Alzey, Rhenish-Hesse,
Germany, and studied in Heidelberg and Giessen, where he received a doc-
torate in law.*® Forced to flee Germany because of his involvement in the
1848 Revolution, Preetorius came to St. Louis in 1853 and first worked as a
leather merchant. Like Schurz he joined the newly formed Republican Par-
ty because he believed in abolition and campaigned for Lincoln in 1860.
When the Civil War broke out, he organized German regiments to fight in
the Civil War, arranged to have supplies shipped to them on the battlefield,
and worked to keep Missouri from seceding from the Union. In 1862, at
the age of thirty-five, he was elected to the Missouri legislature and founded
the newspaper Die Neue Zeit. In 1864 Preetorius became part owner of the
Westliche Post, and later that year Die Neue Zeit became the evening edition
of the Westliche Post, but the following year it ceased publication. In 1865
Preetorius became the chief editor of the Post, a position he was to hold for
the next four decades. He was well known for his journalistic and oratorical
skills and for his lectures on aesthetics, history, and philosophy. Under the
leadership of Preetorius and Schurz the Westliche Post became not only the
most influential newspaper in St. Louis but in the entire state of Missouri for
many years. The paper employed a number of talented journalists, such as
fellow Forty-Eighters Georg Hillgirtner, who had edited the Illinois Staazs-
zeitung and the St. Louis Anzeiger des Westens, Hermann Lindemann, and in
1868 a young Joseph Pulitzer, who had been working as a secretary for an im-
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migrant aid society established by German-Americans in St. Louis, including
Preetorius and Schurz.”’

After the Republican victory of 1868 in Missouri, Schurz, although still a
relative newcomer to the state, was suggested as a possible candidate for U.S.
senator on July 30, 1868, in the La Grange, Missouri, American to replace
Senator John B. Henderson, who was in disfavor for voting for acquittal in
the impeachment trial of President Andrew Johnson. With the support of
St. Louis Republicans, especially Preetorius and Colonel Grosvenor, editor
of the St. Louis Democrat, the leading Republican newspaper of the city, and
the Missouri German-Americans, Schurz was nominated by the Republican
caucus on the first ballot, after which the nomination was made unanimous.?®

With the senatorial election set for January 20, 1869, and with ratifica-
tion of his senatorship by a joint session of the Missouri Senate and House
assured, Schurz wrote to his wife on January 16, 1869, how he hoped to
bring his parents to Washington, D.C., “to look upon their son in the highest
position which a foreign-born person can reach in this country, and which no
German before me has attained!” Schurz concluded his letter with:

You see I am swimming on the crest of the wave. Only one thing was
lacking: that you were not there to see my victorious fight and that
you cannot be in the capitol when I take my seat in the Senate. Your
brilliant eyes would make my triumph doubly sweet. I shall see them
in my dreams.”

Schurz was forty-years old when he was sworn in as the new senator from Mis-
souri on March 4, 1869, and according to Fuess “the leading German-Ameri-
can, whose good will was worth cultivating.”* After spending the summer in
Switzerland, Margarethe and the daughters returned from Germany in late
October of 1869 and traveled directly to the capital, where the Schurzes settled
in a house at 139 F Street and soon were part of the Washington social scene.”!

In 1876, the year between the end of his senatorial term (1869 to 1875)
and the beginning of his tenure as Secretary of the Interior in the Hayes ad-
ministration (1877 to 1881) tragedy struck the Schurz family. Margarethe
and the children returned from Germany shortly after Schurz had returned
from abroad to rally the German vote for Rutherford B. Hayes as governor
of Ohio. Since Margarethe was not feeling well because of her pregnancy and
because she did not want to return to St. Louis, Schurz rented an apartment
in New York for the family. On March 5, 1876, Margarethe gave birth to
their fifth child and second son, Herbert, but soon experienced complica-
tions, and ten days after the birth she died at the age of forty-three, leaving
Schurz a widower at the age of forty-seven with four children.*
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During his terms of government service Schurz had to limit his journal-
istic activities because of legislative work and his duties as a cabinet secretary,
and because he received a government salary, he was not under pressure to
supplement his income by writing articles. Although still on the editorial
staff of the Westliche Post and part owner of the paper, Schurz had to make
an accommodation with the other owners for his frequent absences during

these years.”

When Schurz left government
service in 1881, he was only fifty-
two and faced a number of ques-
tions: how would he support him-
self, would he return to St. Louis,
Missouri, to his former editorial
post at the Westliche Post, or would
he seek employment on the East
coast, which would have the added
advantage that he could visit the
new love of his life, Fanny Chap-
man, the intelligent thirty-three-
year-old daughter of a wealthy judge
in Doylestown, Pennsylvania?*
Schurz’s dilemma was solved when
Henry Villard, who had purchased
Fig. 5. Henry Villard, 1835-1900. control of the New York Evening

Post in 1881, asked him to join the
Post’s new editorial team, and he

even transferred a financial interest in the paper to Schurz, hoping to conceal
his own ownership of the paper. Schurz was to be editor in chief with full con-
trol and in charge of politics and foreign relations. The other members of the
editorial team were E. L. Godkin of the Nation as associate editor and Horace
White, formerly of the Chicago 77ibune, as president of the company. Both
White and Villard had been associated with Schurz in the Liberal Republican
movement of 1872. Thus Schurz made the decision to move to New York
City, where he would spend the last twenty-five years of his life as a journalist,
editor, writer, and lecturer and where he enjoyed an active social life of con-
certs, operas, and theater.”

Schurz and Godkin had known each other since 1870 and had corre-
sponded for many years before becoming colleagues at the Evening Post. While
in the Senate, Schurz had contributed unpaid articles to the Nation. Both were
skilled editors, but temperamentally unlike: Godkin combative and arrogant
and Schurz resolute and self-confident. So from the beginning the two could
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not agree on management policies and editorial styles at the Posz. In 1883, af-
ter only two years at the Evening Post, Schurz decided to leave the newspaper.
Godkin had secretly negotiated with Villard and White for Schurz’s position
because he felt that Schurz’s editorial style was too prosaic and not polemic
enough, thus leading to the loss of circulation of the Posz. Villard and White
agreed with Godkin, but did not inform Schurz. The breaking point between
the two men finally came during the nationwide strike of railway telegraphers.
Schurz, along with the New York Times and Herald, took a neutral stance
toward the strikers, while Godkin, without consulting Schurz, attacked the
strikers in the Nation, which had become the weekly edition of the Posz, but
which was under Schurz’s editorial control. Sensing that their differences were
irreconcilable and irked by the underhanded way that he had been removed
as chief editor, Schurz resigned from the Evening Post on December 11, 1883.
The two men continued their feud about the strike of the telegraphers in both
letters and editorials. Again in financial difficulties, Schurz tried to resume his
journalistic career in 1885 by purchasing a controlling interest in the Boston
Post and by applying for the editorship of the Boston Daily Advertiser, but in
each instance Godkin stymied the deals by giving the owners an unsolicited
negative recommendation of Schurz. Although aware of Godkin’s interfer-
ence, Schurz did not reopen their dispute, but neither did he try to restore
their friendship.*

Henry Villard had arrived in America as a penniless German immigrant,
but during his lifetime he made a name for himself as a correspondent, espe-
cially during the Civil War, a railroad magnate, and a newspaper publisher.
Villard was born to a well-to-do family on April 10, 1835, in Speyer, Bavaria,
and was only thirteen years old at the time of the 1848 Revolution, but he
always considered himself to be a Forty-Eighter. At an early age Henry re-
belled against his conservative father, Gustav Leonhard Hilgard, a judge, and
was sent off to military school in the Alsace. Against his father’s wishes he
studied poetry at the Polytechnicum in Munich and refused to read law at the
University of Wiirzburg. In 1853, at the age of eighteen and with only twenty
dollars in his pocket and not knowing English, he immigrated to America
and changed his name from Ferdinand Heinrich Gustav Hilgard to Henry
Villard out of fear that his father would have him returned to Germany to
serve in the military. After a brief stay in New York City, Villard sought help
from relatives in Belleville, Illinois, and while working in Illinois as a recorder
of deeds, he mastered English. After a second attempt at studying law and
working as a teacher, Villard obtained his first job in the newspaper business
as editor of the Volksblatt in Racine, Wisconsin, a small weekly that soon went
broke. His first major assignment as a journalist came in 1858 when the New
Yorker Staatszeitung hired him to report on the Lincoln-Douglas debates in
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Ilinois. Although only twenty-three and inexperienced, Villard learned the
trade well from older, more experienced members of the press corps. He was
particularly adept at making contacts and gaining the confidence of his inter-
viewees, including Lincoln. It was at this time that he met Horace White, and
the two became lifelong friends and business associates. In 1859 he was hired
by the Cincinnati Daily Commercial to report on the Pikes Peak gold rush in
Colorado, where he became acquainted with Horace Greeley, and the two
traveled together. After Lincoln’s election, the Associated Press hired Villard
to go to Springfield, Illinois, to report on Lincoln and the president-elect’s
trip to Washington, D.C. Villard turned down Lincoln’s offer of a captain’s
commission in the Union Army to become a war correspondent, and in this
role he not only witnessed but also reported on many of the famous battles
of the Civil War for the New York Herald and later for the New York 7ribune.
With access not only to the generals of the Union Army, but also to Presi-
dent Lincoln, Villard’s war reports were some of the most accurate accounts
produced at the time. Villard was one of the first reporters to syndicate his
coverage of the Civil War to various newspapers.”

In 1866 Villard married Helen Frances (Fanny) Garrison, the daughter
of the abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison, and was sent to Germany by
the New York 77ibune to report on the Austro-Prussian War. There he met a
group of German investors who complained about their worthless American
railroad bonds, and who asked him to represent their interests in the United
States. As a result Villard turned from journalism to the business of financing
railroads, a field in which he made a fortune. In 1876 Villard became presi-
dent of the Oregon and California Railroad as well as the Oregon Steamship
Company and took over the Kansas Pacific Railroad. In 1881, the year in
which he bought the New York Evening Post, he purchased the Northern
Pacific Railway Company with a loan of $8,000,000, and as president of the
company he oversaw the completion of its transcontinental line. However,
by 1883 cost overruns forced the railroad into bankruptcy, and Villard was
removed as president. Only six years later Villard had recovered financially
from his losses and became chairman of the board of directors of Northern
Pacific, a position he held until 1893. In 1890 he merged the Edison Lamp
Company and the Edison Machine Works to form Edison General Electric
and served as president until 1893, when the company was reorganized as the
General Electric Company. He died on November 12, 1900, at Dobbs Ferry,
New York, and his son Oswald Garrison Villard inherited the Evening Post
and became its editor.”

Carl Schurz’s last official journalistic job came about in July 1892, when
he was asked to write the lead editorials for Harpers Weekly, whose editor,
George William Curtis, was ill, but this arrangement was to be kept secret,
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and his editorials were unsigned. Schurz continued to contribute editorials to
Harpers, usually on topics related to politics and sound finance, even after the
death of Curtis, and it was not until five years later that he began to sign his
articles. His association with Harper’s ended in April 1898, when the political
views of the owners as well as the finances of the paper dictated a change in
editorial policy from Schurz’s anti-imperialist stance. Schurz had vehemently
opposed the war with Spain and the annexations of Hawaii and of the Philip-
pines. Freed from weekly deadlines, the seventy-year-old Schurz could now
dedicate himself to his own projects and the many invitations to speak to
various groups.”

Schurz often defended the German-language press from what he consid-
ered the unfounded criticism that it hindered the process of Americanization
by preventing immigrants from learning English and that it promoted un-
American ideas and habits that inhibited the development of true American
patriotism. After visiting the small German community of Augusta, Missouri,
with Preetorius, Schurz wrote to his wife on July 8, 1867, that he observed
here as elsewhere in America how the second- and third-generation children
even of educated German immigrants differed from their parents once they
had come under the influence of Americanism:

“The mission of Germanism” in America, about which some speak
so loudly, can consist in nothing other than a modification of the
American spirit, through the German, while the nationalities melt

into one.>®

As long as there were German-born citizens whose knowledge of English
was limited, a German-American press was an important source of infor-
mation about current events, politics, and local community regulations and
deadlines. In addition, the German-American press provided homesick im-
migrants with poetry and sentimental fiction in German. Schurz resisted the
charge that “the use of the German language in this country impedes the
development of a healthy American patriotism among the population con-
cerned.” As evidence that this was not the case Schurz pointed to the thou-
sands of young men of German birth who had readily volunteered to serve
in the Union Army during the Civil War, especially in the German regiments
where hardly a word of English was spoken. While Schurz recommended that
immigrants learn English so that they could participate fully in the American
political process, this did not mean that they should give up the German lan-
guage or their ethnic traditions. In fact, Schurz made a strong case for know-
ing a foreign language: “the knowledge of more than one language tends to
widen our mental horizons, to facilitate the acquisition of useful intelligence,
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and thus to broaden education.” The preservation of the German language,
he felt, had done a great service to America by promoting the German love
for music, especially in the form of the German Lied, the German Glee Club,
and the German Musical Society.”!

Although Schurz had possessed only a rudimentary knowledge of Eng-
lish when he arrived in the United States in 1852, he quickly mastered the
language of his new homeland so well that by 1858 in letters to his friend
and mentor Gottfried Kinkel, he could boast that he found English in some
respects easier than German and that he was now more popular among the
Americans than among the Germans because he spoke English better than
most Americans and had a better knowledge of European affairs.” Yet Ger-
man continued to be spoken in his home, he corresponded regularly with
family and friends in German, and he even wrote the first volume of his Remi-
niscences in German because, as he explained, “that I might describe things
that happened in Germany, among Germans, and under German conditions,
with greater ease, freedom, and fullness of expression if I used the German
language as a medium.”

Schurz was not the only German American who advocated for the preser-
vation of the German language and culture. Under Emil Preetorius and Wil-
liam Stengel, a fellow Forty-Eighter who became Preetorius’s assistant when
Hermann Lindemann left in 1865, the Westliche Post published numerous
editorials urging the continued use of the German language in homes and
schools. In 1871 Preetorius, Carl Dinzer, a Forty-Eighter and founder of
the Westliche Post in 1857, along with other German-Americans of St. Louis,
funded a German Department at the Mercantile Library in St. Louis.™

On August 20-23, 1886, Schurz and Preetorius attended a Journalistic
and Editorial Convention in Milwaukee of some sixty editors and journal-
ists of German-American newspapers and thirty delegates from around the
United States. The participants elected Preetorius as the president of the con-
vention and Franz Sigel as the president of the association. The purpose of
the meeting was to form a national organization that would support German-
American newspapers by providing staff, setting ethical publishing standards,
and promoting the preservation of the German language and culture through
the study of German in schools. This association, however, did not last long as
it became clear that as Forty-Eighters aged and died that the “cultural flower-
ing of German communities in the United States” would cease.”

Schurz summarized his thoughts about the use of the German language
by German-Americans in an address on January 9, 1897, at a banquet for the
fiftieth anniversary of the Deutscher Liederkranz, one of the leading German
choral societies of New York City. In his speech, entitled “Die deutsche Mut-
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tersprache,” he described the sentimental attachment Germans had to their
mother tongue, which expressed its deep feeling, sincerity, and power best in
the German Lied. In addition to German literature, the German language
gave readers the literature, philosophy, history, and science of the world in
German translation. While he admitted that it was absolutely necessary for
German-Americans to learn English to become Americanized, this did not
mean that they must abandon their mother tongue or that they would be less
patriotic, but rather they should combine the best of both the American and
German traits:

Es bedeutet, dass wir die besten Ziige des amerikanischen Wesens
annehmen und sie mit den besten Ziigen des deutschen Wesens ver-
schmelzen. So liefern wir den wertvollsten Beitrag zum Nationalcha-
racter und zur amerikanischen Civilisation. Und so sollen wir uns als
Amerikaner die englische Sprache aneignen und dabei die deutsche
Muttersprache nicht verlieren.*®

Stanford University
Stanford, California
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